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CHAP. 1. The amour: of Gil Blas and dame Lorenga 
e Sephora. 


the three thouſand ducats, which we had ſtole from 
Samuel Simon: and will freely own, I was tempted 
on the road to convert the money to my own uſe, in 
order to begin my ſtewardſhip under happy auſpices. 
This I might have done with impunity; for, had I 
travelled five or fix days, and then returned, as if I had 
acquitted myſelß of my commiſſion, Don Alphonſo and 
his father would never have ſuſpected my fidelity. I 
did not yield, however, to the temptation, which I ſur- 
mounted like a lad of honour : a victory not a little com- 
mendable in a young fellow, who had aſſociated with 
great cheats. There are a great many, who, though ac- 
quainted with honeſt people only, are not ſo ſctupulous; 
thoſe, eſpecially, who are entruſted with ſums which 
they may keep, without intereſting their reputation, 
Having made reſtitution to. the merchant, who ex- 
peed nathing leſs, I ceturned to the caſtle of Leyva, 
Vor., III. W225): which 


| Went accordingly to Xelva, to make reſtitution of 


Ll 
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which the count de Polan having left, had fet out again 
for Toledo, with Julia and Don Fernand. I found my 
new maſter more captivated than ever with Seraphina, 
his Seraphina, enchanted by him, and Don Czſar charm- 
ed with the poſſeſſion of them both: I endeavoured to 
gain the friendſhip of that tender father, and ſucceeded: 
became ſteward of the family, regulated every thing 
in it, received money from the farmers, diſburſed for the 
expence of houſe-keeping, and had a deſpotic power 
over all the ſervants. But, contrary to the uſual practice 
of ſtewards, J did not abuſe my power, I did not turn 
away thoſe domeſtics who diſpleaſed me, nor expected 
that the reſt ſhould be entirely devoted to my will: if 
they addrefied themſelves ditectly to Don Cæſar, or his 
ſon, when they wanted any favour, far from thwartin 

their intereſt, I always ſpoke in their hehalf ; beſides, 
the marks of affection which I every moment received 
from my maſters, inſpired me with zeal for their ſervice ; 
and I had nothing but-their intereſt in view. There 
was no legerdemain in my adminiſtration; and I was 
ſuch a ſteward as is not every day to be met with. 
While I enjoyed the happineſs of my condition, Love, 
as if he had been jealous of what fortune had done for 
me, had a mind that I ſhould owe ſome favours to him 
alſo ; and produced in the heart of dame Lorenga Se- 
hora, chief waiting woman to Seraphina, a violent 


_ inclination for maſter ſteward. My conqueſt (to relate 


things like a faithful hiſtorian) glanced upon her fiftieth 
year ; but a lively look, an agreeable countenance, and 
two fine eyes, which ſhe knew how to uſe to the beſt 
advantage, might be ſaid to make her ſtill paſs for the 
object of an intrigue : I could have wiſhed only for a 
few roſes in her complexion, for ſhe was extremely 
pale; a circumſtance which I did not fail to attribute 
to the auſterity of celibacy. | Ba 

The lady practiſed upon me a long time, by looks, 
in which her paſſion was painted: but inſtead of an- 
ſwering her glances, I at firſt ſeemed not to perceive her 
deſign; by which behaviour I ap; eared to her as a 


-. Novice in gallantry ; a diſcoveiy that ſhe did not diſlike. 


nagining, therefore, that ſhe ought no longer to con- 
me herſelf to the language of the eyes, with a young 
nk | man 


GIL BLAS. 3 


1 man whom ſhe believed leſs knowing than he was; 
during the very firſt converſation we had together, ſhe 

b declared her ſentiments in form, that I might not be 

- ignorant of them for the future. This ſhe performed 

0 like one who had been at ſchool. She feigned to be diſ- 

7 concerted while ſhe ſpoke to me, and after having freely 

9 expreſſed all that ſhe had to ſay, hid her face, to make 

e me believe ſhe was aſhamed of letting me ſee her weak- 
Jy neſs. There was no reſiſting; and Gough I was deter- 
Ee mined more by vanity than inclination, I ſkewed myſelf 
n very ſenſible of her affection: I even affected to be ur- 
d gent, and acted the paſſionate lover ſo well, that I at- 
if trated her reproaches. Lorenga reproved me, but with 
is ſo much gentleneſs, that while ſhe recommended mode- 
g ration to ine, ſhe ſeemed not at all ſorry at any want of 
8, it. I ſhould have puſhed things till farther, if the be- 
d loved object had not been ae of giving me a bad 
'; opinion of her virtue, by granting me a victory too 
re cheap. We therefore parted till another occaſion; Se- 
as phora, perſuaded that her falſe reſiſtance made me look 
ip upon her as a veſtal, and I, elevated with the ſweet 
e, hope of bringing the adventure ſoon to a concluſion. | 
or My affairs were in this ſituation, whenone of Don Cæ- 
m ſar's lacquies, told me a piece of news which moderated 
e- my joy. This young fellow was one of thoſe curious do- 
nt meſtics, who make it their buſineſs to diſcover what paſſes 
te in the family. As he was very aſſiduous in paying his court 
th to me, and regaled me every day with ſomething new; he 
nd came one morning, and told me, that he had madeaplea- _ 
eſt fant diſcovery, which he would communicate to me, on 
he condition that I ſhould keep it ſecret; becauſe it regarded 
"A dame Lorenca Sephora, whole reſentment(heſaid) he was 
ly afraid of incurring. I was too eager to hear what he had 
ite to ſay, not to promiſe ſecrecy; but without ſeemingto be 

in the leaſt concerned, I aſked him, with all the indiffe- 

es, rence I could affect, what the diſcovery was with which 
n- he intended to entertain me. Lorenga (ſaid he) every 
ger evening, privately admits into her apartment the ſur- 

a geon of the village, a very ſtout young fellow, and the 
ce. rogue always remains with her a conſiderable time. I 
n- am willing to believe (added he, with a ſatirical finile): - 
ng that this behaviour may be very innocent; but you mutt: 


an | a4 B 2 5 allow 
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allow that a young man, who flips ſo myſteriouſly into 
a maid's Chamber, gives a handle to ſcandal to be very 
free with her character.“ | 
Although this report gave me as much pain, as if I 
had been actually in love, I took care to conceal my 
vexation; I even conſtrained myſelf ſo much, as to 
laugh at the news that pierced me to the very ſoul, But 
I indemnified myſelf for that conſtraint, as ſoon as I ſaw 
myſelf alone. I curſed, I ſwore, and muſed upon the 
reſolution I ſhould take, Sometimes, deſpiſing Lorenca, 
I propoſed to abandon her, without even deigning to 
come to an explanation with the coquette; and ſome- 
times, Imagining that I was bound in honour to baniſh 
the ſurgeon from the houſe, I formed the defign of chal- 
lenging him to ſingle combat: this laſt reſolution pre- 
vailed : I lay in ambuſh towards the evening, and ſure 
enough perceived my man enter with a myſtcrious air 
into the apartment of my duenna. *]'his was neceſſary 
to ſupport my fury: I went out of the caſtle, and poſted 
myſelf on the road by which the gallant muſt return: 


bete I waited for him without flinching, and every mo- 
ment the deſire of fighting with him increafed. At 


length, my enemy appeared, and | went forwards ſome 
yards like a drawcanſir; but I don't know how the devil 


it happened, I found myſelf all of a ſudden ſeized, like 
one of Homer's heroes, with an emotion of fear that 


arreſted my ſteps; and I flood as much confounded as 


Paris when he preſented himſelf to fight Menelaus. I 


began to conſider my man, who ſecmed ftrong and vigo- 
Tous; and his ſword appeared to be of an exceſſive 
length. All this had its effect upon me; nevertheleſs, 
out of a point of honour, or otherwiſe, though I ſaw 
the danger with magnifying eyes ; and in ſpite of na- 
ture, which made obſtinate efforts to make me deſiſt, 


I had the boldneſs to advance towards the ſurgeon, and 


unſheathed my 1apier. 
_ Surpriſed at my action, he cried, © What is the 
matter Mr. Gil Blas? what is the meaning of thele de- 
monſtrations? You are pleaſed to be merry, ] ſuppoſe.” 
« No, Mr. Barber, (I ceplied) you are miſtaken; I am 
in a very ſerious humour, and want to know whether or 
not you are as brave as gallant, You mult not cape 
; | 8 that 


perly invcked by the ſur; eon, 


GIL BLA'S: 5 


that I will let you poſſeſs in tranquillity the favours of 


the lady whom you viſit at the cattle.” “ By St. Come“! 
({aid the ſurgeon, burſting into a loud laugh) here is a 
pleaſant adventure. Egad, apparances are very de- 
ceittul,” From thefe words, imagining that he was as 
lit'le inclined to fight as l, I became more infolent, and 
aid, © Friend, that won't pafs ; don't think that I will 
be ſatisfied with a ſimple denial,” „“ I fee then, (an- 


| ſwered he) that I ſhall be obliged to ſpeak, in order to 


preveat the miſchief which might happen to you or me; 
and I muſt reveal a ſecret, although people of our pro- 
feſſion cannot be too diſcreet. If Dame Lorerga admits 
me hy ſtealth into her apartment, it is with a view of 


\ concealing her diſtemper from the ſervants: ſhe has 


an inveterate cancer in her back, which I dreſs every 
evening. This is the cauſe of the viſits which alarm 
you; ſo that you may henceforth keep your heaft at 
eaſe. Though (added he) if you are not ſatisfied with 
this declaration, but abſolutely bent upon coming to 
3 ſpeak the word; I am your man.“ Sy ſaying, 


he drew his long rapier, which made me ſhiver; and 
put himſelf upon his guard, © Enough, (ſaid I to him) 


ſheathing my ſword I am not a brute, to refuſe to hear 
reaſon : after what you have told me, you areno longer 
my enemy; let us embrace. At this diſcourſe, which 
ſhewed him that I was not ſuch a devil as I at firſt ap- 
peared to be, he laughed, put up his rapier, gave me 
his hand; and, in thort, we paited the beſt friends 
in the world, . 2 - | 
From that moment, Sephora preſented nothing but 
difagreeable ideas to my imagination: I avoided every 
opportunity the gave me of conveiſing with her in pri- 
vate; and that with ſuch care and affectation, that ſhe 
perceived my diſguſt. Aſtoniſhed at ſuch a change, ſhe. 
reſolved to know the caute; and at length, finding an 
occaſion. to ſpeak with me apait, © Mr. Steward, (aid 
ſhe) pray tell me, why you avoid the fight of me? Tis 
true, I made ſome advances, but you made ſuitable 
returns. Recollect, if you. pleaſe, the private conyer- 


St. Come was a phyſician and martyr z thereſore not impro- 
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fation we had together: you was then all fire, but now 
you are all ice. What is the meaning of all this?“ This 
was a very delicate queſtion for a plain man; conſe- 
quently, it embarraſſed me not a little. I don't remem- 
ber the anſwer which I made ; but it diſpleaſed very 
much, and that was enough. Sephora, though by her 
ſweet modeſt air, one would have taken her for a lamb, 
was a very tygreſs when her wrath prevailed. © 1 
thought (ſaid ſhe, darting at me a look full of ſpite and 
rage) that I did a great deal of honour to alittle fellow 
like you, in diſcovering to him thoſe ſentiments which 
noble cavaliers would have gloried in exciting : but 1 
amjuſtly puniſhed for having unworthily abaſed them to 
a wietched adventuter.“ Had ſhe ſtopped here, 

ſhould have thought myſelf cheaply quit. Her tongue, 
obedient to her | ary honoured me with an hundred 
epithets, every one more bitter than another. I ought 
to have heard them in cold blood, and reflected that in 
diſdaining the triuinph of her virtue, which J had at- 
tempted, I committed a crime that no woman can for- 
give. But I was too paſſionate to bear reptoaches, at 
which a ſenſible man, in my place, would have laughed: 
and my patience forſaking me, * Madam, (ſaid I) we 
ought not to deſpiſe any body: if thoſe noble ca- 


valiers, of whom you ſpeak, had ſeen your back, I am 


ſure their curiofity would have proceeded no farther.” 


I had no ſooner uttered this repartee, than the furious 
duenna gave me the rudeſt box on the ear, that ever an 


affronted woman beſtowed. Idid not wait for a ſe- 
cond; but, by a ſpeedy flight, avoided a ſhower of 
blows, that would certainly have fallen upon my carcaſe. 

I thanked heaven, when I found myſelf extricated 
out of this troubleſom affair: and imagined I had no- 


thing more to fear, fince the lady had revenged herſelf, 


I thought, that, for her own honour, ſhe would never 
mention the adventure : and indeed, hfteendays elapled 
before I heard any thing of the matter I myſelf began 


to forget it, when I underſtood that Sephora was ill: I 


was humane enoughto be afflicted at the news: I pitied 
the lady; and believing that not being able to overcome 
a paſlion ſo ill requited, ſhe had fallen a victim to her 
unhappy love; I reflected with ſorrow, that I ute 
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i cauſe of her indiſpoſition, and at leaſt lamented the 
90 duenna, if I could not love her. How much was I 
4 miſtaken in my opinion! her tenderneſs changed into 
4 hate; and at that time, her whole ſtudy was to do me 
4 miſchief. 

4 One morning beinpalone with DonAlphonſo, and ob- 
's ſerving that young genthman penſive and ſad, I begged, ' 
[ in a reſpectful manner, to know the cauſe. 4 I am cha- 
d grined (ſaid he) to find Seraphina weak, ungrateful, and 
of unjuſt. You are aſtoniſhed at this information (added 
h he, perceiving, that I liſtened with ſurpriſe) and yet 
1 nothing is more true. I don't know what cauſe ou 
- may have given dame Lorena to hate, you; but you are 
k aſſuredly become ſo odious to her, that if you don't 
5 leave the caſtle with the utmoſt diſpatch, her death, 
d ſhe ſays, will be inevitable. You ought not to doubt 
it that Seraphina, who has a regard for you, at firſt revolted 
ys againſt a hate which ſhe could not gratify, without in- 
5 Juſtice and ingtatitude. But in ſhort, ſhe is a woman: 
# the has a tender affection for Sephora, who brought her 
5 up ; and that governante is a fort of a mother to her, 
a4 whoſe death ſhe would reproach herſelf with, if ſhe was 


not weak enough to ſatisfy her deſire : as for my part, 
notwithſtanding the love that attaches me to Seraphina, 
- ] ſhall never have the baſe complaifance to adhere to her 
ſentiments on this ſubje&t. Periſh all the duenna's in 
Spain, before I conſent to the removal of a young man 
whom I conſider more as a brother than a domeſtick.“ 

f Alphonſo having ſpoke thus, I ſaid to him, “ Sig- 
nior, I am born to be the ſport of fortune: I 


* thought ſhe would have ceaſed to perſecute me in your 
d houſe, where every thing flattered me with quiet and 
bY happy days: but how agreeable ſoever my ſituation 
f. may be, I find I muſt give it up.“ Not at all! (cried 
1 the generous fon of Don Cæſar ;) leave me to make Se- 
d raphina hear reaſon : it ſhall never be ſaid, that you 
* have been ſacrificed to the caprice of a duenna, to 
whom too much conſideration has been paid in other 
d reſpects.” | 

U *« Sir, (ſaid I) you will only provoke Szraphina, in 
1 reſiſting her will. I had much rather retice, than by a 


N longet ſtay in this place, run the riſk of breeding any 
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diviſion between ſuch a happy pair: that would be a 
misfortune for which I ſhould never be conſoled.” 
Don Alphonſo forbad me to take any ſuch reſolution; 


and ] ſaw him ſo fixed in the deſign of ſupporting ine, 


that Lorenca would undoubtedly have met with a re- 
buff, if I had been minded to oppoſe her. At certain 
times, being piqued againſt the duenna, I was tempted 
to expoſe her; but when I came to conſider, that in 
revealing her ſhame, I ſhould ſtab the heart of a poor 
creature whoſe indiſpoſition I was the occaſion of; and 
that two incurable diſtempers viſibly conducted her to 
the grave, my reſentment was changed into compaſſion 
and I concluded, that ſince I was ſuch a dangerous mor- 
tal, I ought in conſcience to re-eſtabliſh, by my retreat, 
the tranquillity of the caſtle. This reſolution I executed 
the very next morning beforeday, without bidding adieu 
to my two maſters, leſt, through friendſhip for me, 
they ſhould oppoſe my departure. I contented myſelt 
with leaving in my chamber a writing, wherein was 
contained an exact account of my adminiſtration. 


CHAP. II. The fate of Gil Blas, after he quitted 
the caſtle of Leyva, and the happy conſequence that at- 
tended the bad ſucceſs of his amours. 


Was mounted on a good horſe of my own, with 
two hundred piftoles in my poitmanteau, the beſt 
part of which I had got by the banditti whom we ſlew, 
and the ſhare of the three thouſand ducats which had 


been ftolen from Samuel Simon ; for Don Alphonſo, 
without making me reſtore what I had fingered, had 


made reſtitution ofthe whole ſum out of his own pock- 
et. Wherefore, conſidering my effects as wealth be- 
come lawful, I enjoyed it without ſcruple. I was in 
poſſeſſion of a fund therefore, which did not allow me 


to be much concerned fur the future, over and above 


the confidence which one of my age always has in his 
own merit: beſides, Toledo preſented an agreeable 


_ aſylum; for I did not at all doubt that the count de 


Polan would be pleaſed with an opportunity of obliging 
one of his deliverers with a kind reception, and an a- 
partment in his houſe. But this nobleman I lopked up- 

| | on 
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on as my laſt reſource, and reſolved, before I ſhould 
apply to him, to ſpend part of my money in travelling 
through the kingdoms of Muicia and Grenada, which 
I longed particular to ſee, With this deſign, I ſet. 
out for Almanſa, whence contiruing my journey, I 
went from city to City, as far as Grenada, * without 
meeting with any bad accident. Fortune, ſatisfied with 
having played me ſo many tricks, ſeemed willing at 
length to leave mein quiet : but forall that, ſhe was 
then hatching a great many more, as will be ſeen in the 
ſequel. One of the firſt perſons I met in the ſtreets of 
Grenada, was Signior Don Fernand de Leyva, who | 
was, as well as Don Al; honſo, ſon-in law to the count 
de Polan, We were equally ſurpriſed at ſeeing one a- 
rother in that place. ++ Gil Blas, (cried he) how come 
you to be in this city? What buſineſs brings you hi- 
ther?” „ Signior, (faid I) if you are aftoniſhed to 
ſee me in this country, you will be much more fo, 
when you hear the cauſe of my quitting the ſervice of 
Signior Don Czfar and his fon.” Then | recounted all 
that had paſſed between Szphora and me, without the 
leaft diſguiſe. He laughed heartily at the adventure; 
then growing ſerious again, * Friend, (faid he) I offer . 
you my med!ation in this affair, and will write to my 
liter-in-law. „By no means, Signtor, (ſaid J, inter- 
rupting him) pray don't write; for did not leave the 
| callle of Leyva with any intention to return, Make, if 
, you pleaſe, another uſe of the regard you have for me; 
, and if any one of your friends has cccaſion for a fecre- 
tary or ſteward, I beg you will ſpeak to him in my fa- - 
, vour, I date affure you, that you ſhail have no cauſe : 
to repent of: your recommerdation.” “ With all my 
. | heart, (he replied).1 will do what you defire: I am 
come to Grenada to viſit an old aunt who is ſick, and 1 
X ſhall ſtay here three weeks longer; at the end of which 
I thall ſet aut in my return to my caſtle of Lorqui, 
3 8 where I have left Julia, I lodge here, (adçed he, ſhew-. - 


w 
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; * Grenada, the capital of the kingdom that bears the ſame 
F name, is the largeſt ard moſt pleaſant city in Spain, built on the 
banks of the river Darro; the ſeat of a famous un verſity and ſee : 
of au archbiſhop. | | 
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ing me a houſe about an hundred yards from us) come 
and call for me ſome hours hence; by which time, 
perhaps, I ſhall have diſcovered ſome ſuitable poſt for 
you.” | 
And indeed, at our very next meeting, he ſaid, The 
archbiſhop of Grenada, iy kinſman and friend, wants a 
young man of letters, pofſeſſed of a good hand, to 
make fair copies of his writings : for he is a great au- 
thor, has compoſed a vaſt number of homilies; and ſtu- 
dies more every day, which he pronounces with ap- 
plauſe. As I believe you are ſuch an one as he wants, 
I propoſed you to him, and he has promiſed to take you 
into his ſervice. Go, and preſent yourſelf to him, in 
my name; and you may judge, by the reception which 
you ſhall receive, whether or not I have ſpoke in your 
behalf.” | 
This was juſt ſuch a place as I deſired : wherefore, 
having dreſſed to the beſt advantage, in order to appear 
before that prelate, I repaired one morning to the arch- 
biſhop's palace. Here, was I to imitate the authors of 
romance, I ſhould give a pompous deſcription of this 
epiſcopal palace of Grenada : I would enlarge upon the 
ſtructure of the building, extol the richneſs of the fur- 
niture, deſcribe the ſtatues and pictures, and not ſpare 
the reader the leaſt tittle of the ſtories they repreſented : 
but I ſhall content myſelf with obſerving, that it 
equalled the royal palace in magnificence. 
I found in the apartments a crowd of eccleſiaſticks, 
and gentlemen of the ſword; the greateſt part whereof 
were the officers of his grace: his almoners, his gen- 
tlemen, his uſhers, and valets de chambre. The laity 
were, almoſt all, ſo ſuperbly dreſſed, that one would 
have taken them for noblemen rather than domeſticks, 
by their haughty looks, and affectation of being men of 
_ conſequence. While I beheld them, I could not help 
laughing, and ridiculing them within myſelf, ** Egad, 
(aid I) theſe people are very happy in bearing the yoke 
of ſervitude, without feeling it ; for, in ſhort, if they 
felt it, I imagine that their behaviour would be leſs al- 
ſuming. Addreſſing myſelf to-a grave jolly perſonage, 
that ſtood at the door of the archbiſhop's cloſet, in or- 
der to open and ſhut it when there was occaſiou; I aſked 


civilly, 
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civilly, if I could not ſpeak with his grace. © Wait, 
(ſaid he drily) 'till his grace comes out to go to maſs, 
and he will give you a moment's audience in paſſing. I 
armed myſelt with patience, and endeavoured to enter 
into converſation with ſome of the officers : but they 
began to examine me from head to foot, without deign- 
ing to ſpeak one ſyllable ; and then looked at one ano- 
ther, ſmiling with diſdain, at the liberty which I had 
taken, to mingle in their diicourſe. I was, I own, quite 
difconcerted at ſeeing myſelf treated in this manner by 
valets ; and had ſcarce recolleQed myſelf from the con- 
fuſion in which I was, when the cloſet-door opened, 
and the archbiſhop appeared. a 

Immediately a profound ſilence prevailed among his 
officers, who, all of a ſudden, laid aſide their inſolent 
carriage, and aſſumed a reſpectful look in preſence of 
their maſter. This prelate was in his ſixty and ninth 


year, pretty much ot the make of my uncle the canon 
Gil Perez ; that is, plump and ſhort : he was very much 


bandy-legged into the bargain, and ſo bald, that he 
had only a ſmall tuft of hair remaining on the back part 


of his head; for which reaſon he was obliged to cover 


his head in a fine woollen cap with long ears. In 
ſpite of all that, I obſerved in him the air of a man of 
quality ; doubtleſs, becauſe I knew him to be one. We 
common people look upon all your great noblemen 


with a prepoſſeſſion that often gives them an air of 


greatneſs which nature has refuſed. 


The archbiſhop immediately advancing towards me, 
aſked what I wanted, with a voice full of ſweetneſs ; }. 
and I told him, that I was the young man of whom 
Don Fernand de Ley va had ſpoke to him. He gave me 
no time to proceed; but ctied, O] you are the per- 
ſon then of whom he ſpoke fo handſomely. I retain you 
in my ſetvice: you are a valuable acquiſition. You may 


ſtay where you are.” So ſaying, he went out ſupported 


by two uſhers, after having heard ſome clergymen, who 
had ſomething to communicate. Scarce was he out of 
the room, when the ſame officers who diſdained my con- 
verfation, now courted it. They ſurrounded me, and 
with the utmoſt complaiſance expreſſed their joy, at 


iecing me become a commenſal officer of the palace. 
1 HEAR Having 
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Having heard what their maſter ſaid to me, they had a 
longing deſire to know on what footing I was retained: 
but I was ſo malicious as to baulk their curioſity, in 
revenge for their contempt. 5b - | 
His grace returning in a little time, made me follow 
him into his cloſet, that he might talk with me in pri- 
vate. I concluded, that his deſign in ſo doing, was to 
try my underſtanding ; and accordingly, kept myſelf on 
my guard, and was reſolved to weigh every word before 
T ſhould ſpeak it. He firſt of all examined me, on what 
is called humanity ;and1I did not anſwer amiſs : he had 
occaſien to ſee, that ] was pretty well acquainted with 
the Gieek and Latin authors He then put me upon 
logick, where I expeted him, and found me quite. 
maſter. of that ſubject. “ Your education (ſaid he to, 
me, with ſome ſurprize) has not been neglected: let us 


now ſee your hand writing.” I thereupon.took out of 


my pocket a ſheet, which J had brought for the purpoſe; | 
and the prelate ſeemed very well pleaſed with my per- 


formance. ** T am ſatisfied with your hand, (cried he) 


and ſtill more with your underſtanding. I ſhall thank 
my nephew Don Feinand for having given me ſuch an 
able young man, whom I look upon as a real preſent.” 
Being interrupted by the arrival of ſome noblemen of 
Grenada, who came to dine with the archbiſhop, I left 
them together, and withdrew among the officers, who 


were quite profufe in their complaifance to me. I 


went to dinner with them at the uſual time; and if they 


obſerved me at table, I did not fail to examine then 
alſo. What ſagacity there is in the exteriors of church- 
men! To me they appeared all ſaints : ſo much was my 
mind over-awed by the place where I was:- and I did 
not ſo much as fuſpect, that there could be any falſe 
money in thecaſe ; as if no ſuch thing was. ever ſeen 
among the princes of the church. | 

Being feated by an old valet de chambre, whoſe name 
was Melchior dela Ronda, he took great care to help me 
to the choice bits; and this attention which he expreſſed 


for me, inſpiring me with a r1eſpe& for him, he was 
charmed with my polite behaviour. Signior cavalier, 


(laid he foftly to me, after dinner) I want to have ſome 
converſation with you,” At the fame time, he carried 
mg 
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me to a part of the palace, where no body could oyerhear 
us; and there talked to me in this manner: Son, 
froin the very firſt moment in which I ſaw. you, I felt 
an inclination ſor you : of this I will give you a certain 
proof, by imparting ſomething which may be of great 
advantage to you. Yuu are here in a family, where 
true and falſe devotees live pell-mell ; ſo that it will 
be an infinite time before you can, of yourſelf, be ac- 
quainted with the ground, But I will ſpare you ſuch - 
a tedious and diſagreeable fludy, by diicovering tle - 
cha adters of both; after which, you may the mote - 
eaſily conduct yourlclf, 
[ will begin (added he) with his grace, who is a very | 
pious prelate, incetiantly employed inedifying and je- 
forming the people, full of excellent morals. He quit» 
ted the court about twenty years ago, in ordet to de- 
vote himſelf entirely to his zeal for his flock. He is a 
learned man and a gieat orator, whoſe {ole pleaſure con- 
ſiſts in preaching, and his hearers are ravithed with ad- 
miration. Perhaps there is a little vanity in the caſe: 
but beſides that it does not belong to. man to penetiate 
the heart; it would be ungrateful in me toinquire into 
the faults of a perſon whole bread I eat. If I was per- 
mitted to diſapprove of any thing in my maſter, I weuld 
blame his ſeverity. Inſtead of making an allowance for | 
eccleſiaſtical foibles, he puniſhes them with too much 
rigour : in particular, he perſecutes, without mercy, _ 
thoſe who, relying on their innocence, attempt to juſtiiy 
themſelves in a legal manner in contempt of his authoti- 
ty. T obſerve another fault which is common to hin 
with a great many people of quality: although he lozes 
his domeſticks, he makes no conſideration for their ſet- 
vices ; but lets them grow old, without ever thinking 
of procuring for them ſome ſmall ſettlement, If he gives 
them giatifications ſometimes, they owe them ſolely to 
the goodneſs of ſomebody who has ſpoken in their be- 

half: for it would never couie into his head to pro- 
vide for them otherwiſe,” | ; 8 
This is what the old valet de chambre told me of his 
maſter; and he afteiwards communicated his thoughts 
of the clergymen with whom we had dined : pictures 
which but ill agreed with. their external deportment, 
| Indeed 
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Indeed he did not repreſent them as diſhoneſt men, but 
ouly as bad piietts ; excepting ſome, however, whoſe 
virtue he very much extolled. I was no longer at a loſs 
how to regulate my features among thoſe gentlemen : 
that very evening at ſupper, I, like them, aſſumed a 
ſage aſpect ; a taſk that coſts nothing: ſo that we muſt 
not wonder that there are fo many hypocrites in the. 
world. 


CHAP. III. Gz! Blas becomes the favourite of the 
archbijhop, and the canal of his bounty. 


| I Had been in the afternoon, to fetch my baggage and 
hoiſe from the inn where I had lodged ; atter which 
] retuined to ſupper at the palace, where I found a very 
handſome chamber, and a down bed, piepared for me. 
His grace ordered me to be called early next morning; 
and gave me a homily to tranſcribe, injoining me to 
copy it with all poſſible exactneſa. This J performed 
minutely, without having forgot either accent, point, 
or comma; ſo that the. joy he expreſſed was mingled 
with turprize. *© Good heaven! (cried he in a tranſport, 
when he had ſurveyed. all- the ſheets of my copy) was 
ever any thing ſeen fo correct? You tranſcribe ſo well, 
that you muſt certainly underſtand grammar. Tell me 
ingenuouſly, my friend, have you found nothing that 
ſhocked you in writing it over? Some negle&, perhaps, 
in the ſtyle, or improper term?“ O, Sit, (anſwered I, 
with an air of modeſty) I am not learned enough to 
make critical obſervations; and if | was, I am perſuaded 
that the works of your grace would eſcape my cenſure.” 
The prelate ſmiled at my reply; and though he faid 
nothing, diſcovered through all his piety, that he was 
a downright author. a | 
By this kind of flattery, I entirely gained his good 
graces, became more and more dear to him every day ; 
and at length underſtood from Don Fernand, who vi- 
ſited him very often, that I was ſo much beloved, I 
might look upon my fortune as already made. This my 
matter himſelf confirmed to me, a little time after, on the 
following occaſion. One evening, he repeated in his 
cloſet, when I was preſent, with great enthuſiaſm, an 
______ homily 
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homily which he intended to pronounce the next day 
in the cathedral ; and not fatisfied with aſking my opt- 
nion of it in general, obliged me totſingle out the parti- 
cular paſſages which I moſt admired. I had the good 
luck to mention thoſe that he himſelt looked upon to 
be the beſt, his own favourite Morceaus: by which 
means I paſſed, in his judgment, for a man who had a 
delicate knowledge of the true beauties of a work. 
« This is (cried he) what is called having talte and 
ſentiment! Well, friend, I affure thee that thou haſt 
not got Bœotion ears.” In a word he was fo well fatis- 
fied with me, that he pronounced with ſome vivacity, 
« Gil Blas, henceforth give thyſelf no uneaſineſs about 
thy fortune: T undertake to make it extremely agreea- 
ble: I love thee ; and as a proof of my aftection, . 
make thee my confident.” 

I no ſooner heard theſe words than I fell at his grace's - 
feet, quite penetrated withgratitude: [ heartily embraced . 
his bandy legs, and looked upon myleif as a man on the 
high way to wealth and opulence. © Yes, my child, (re- 
ſumed the archbithop, whoſe dilcourſe had been iuterrup- 
ted by my proltration) thou ſhalt be the repoſitory of my 
molt ſecret thoughts. Liſten with attention to what I am 


going to ſay : my chief pleaſure conſiſts in preaching ; 
the Lord gives a bleſſing to my homilies: they touch the 


hearts of uinners, make them ſerioufly reflect on their 
conduct, and have recourſe to repentance. I have ſome- 
times the ſatisfaction to ſee a miter terrified by the ima- 
ges which I repreſent to his avarice, open his treaſures, 
and ſquander them with a prodigal hand, I have alſo. 
tore, as it were, the epicurean from his pleaſures, filled 


| hermitages with the ſons of ambition, and confirmed in 


her duty the wife who has. been ſhaken by the allure- 
ments of a ſeducing lover. Theſe converfions, which 
are frequent, ought of themſelves to excite my ſtudy : 
nevertheleſs, I will confeſs my weakneſs ; I propoſe to 
myſelf another reward, a reward which the delicacy of 
my virtue reproaches me with in vain! I mean the eſteem 
that the world ſhews tor fine poliſhed writing. The ho- 
nour of being reckoned a perfect orator has charmed my 
Imagination: my performances are thoughtequally ftron 

and delicate, but I would, ofall things, avoid the fault of 


good 


* 
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good authors who write too long: and retire without 
torſeiting the leaſt tittle of my reputation, Wherefore, 
my dear Gil Blas, (continued the prelate) one thing that 
Jexact of thy zeal is, whenever thou ſhalt perceive my 
pen ſmack of old age, and my genius flag, don't fail to 
advertiſe me of it; for Idon't truſt to my own judgment, 
which may be ſeduced by telf-love, That obſervation 
muſt proceed from a diſintereſted underſtanding, and I 
make choice of thine, which I know is good; reſolved 
to Rand to thy deciſion.“ Thank heaven, Sir, (faid 
I) that period is far off: beſides, a genius like that of 
your grace will preſerve its vigour much better than any 
other; or, to ſpeak more jultly, will be always the ſame, 
I look upon you as another cardinal Ximenes, whoſe 
ſuperior gentus, inſtead of being weakened by ape, 
ſeemed to receive n2w ſtrength from it.” “ No, flat- 
tery, friend, (ſaid he, interrupting me) I know ] am 
liable to fink all at once: people at my age begin to feel 
infirmities, and the infirmities of the body often affect 
the underſtanding. I repeat it to thee again, Gil Blas, 
as ſoon as thou ſhalt judge mine in the leaſt impaired, 


be ſure to give me notice; and be not afraid of ſpeaking _ 


{reely and lincerely, for I ſhall receive thy advice as a 
mark of thy affection. Beſides, thy intereſt is concern- 
ed; if unhappily for thee, it ſhould come to my ears, 
that the publick ſays my diſcourſes have no longer their 
wonted force, and that it is high time for me to repoſe - 
myſelf; I frankly declare, that thou ſhalt loſe my friend- 
ſhip, as well as the fortune I have promiſed, Such will 
be the fruit of thy fooliſh reſerve.” _ 

Here my patron left off ſpeaking, in order to hear 


my reply; which was, a promiſe to behave according 


to- his defire. From that moment he concealed nothing 
from me, I became his favourite: an event which none 
of his domeſticks, except Melchior de la Ronda, could 
berceive without envy. It was a diverting ſcene to be- 
hold the manner in which the gentlemen and ſquires then 
lived with the confident of his grace: they were not 
ahamed to be guilty of groveling meanneſſes, in order 
to captivate my good will. I could ſcarce believe they 


were Spaniards ; though I did them good offices, with- 


out” 
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out being the dupe of their ſelfiſh complaiſance. His 
grace the archbiſhop, at wy requett, exerted himſelf in 
their iavour : to one he procured a company, and put 
him in a condition to make a figure in the army. Ano- 
ther he ſent to Mexico, to take poſſeſſion of a con- 
ſicerable poſt which he had obtained for him; and 
my friend Melchior, through my means, enjoyed a 
handſome gratification. This condeſcenſion convinced 
me, that though the prelate did not anticipate peo- 
ple's deſires, he rately reſulted any favour ghat was 
aſked. | | 

But what I did for a certain prieſt, deſerves, in my 
opinion, to be told: one day a licentiate, whoſe name 
was Lewis Garcia, a young man of a very good appea- 
trance, was preſented to me by our ſteward ; who ſaid, 
„ Signior Gil Bias, this honeſt clergyman is one of my 
beſt friends; he was chaplain of a nunnery; and his 
virtue has not eſcaped ſcandal : ſome people have done 
him ill offices with his grace, who has ſuſpended him, 
and is unhappily ſo much prejudiced 5 him, that 
be will liſten to no ſolicitation in his hehalf. We have 
employed, to no purpoſe, all the perſons of rank in Gre- 
nada, to beg that he may be 1e-eſtabliſhed ; but our 


_ maſter is quite inflexible.” 


« Gentlemen, (ſaid I) you have gone the wrong way 
to work; it would have been better for Mr. Licentiate 
if no ſolicitation had Veen made; for in their endeavours 
to ſerve him, they have done him a manifeſt injury. 
I am well acquainted with his grace; intreaties and re- 
commendations ſerve only to aggravate, in his opinion, 
the fault of an eccleſiaſticx. It was but t'other day [ 
heard him ſay to himſelf, + The more people a prieſt, 
who has been guilty of irregularity, engages to ſpeak to 
me in his behalf, the more is the ſcandal augmented, 
and the more ſeverity do I exercile.” © That is un- 
fortunate, (replied the ſteward) and my friend would be 
very much embarraſſed, if he was not bleſſed with a 
good hand: happily for him, he writes to admiration ; | 
and, by the help of that talent, keeps himſelf out of 
difficulties.“ I was curious to ſee it this writing, ſo 
much extolled, was much better than my own : and the 


licentiate, who had a ſj ecimen in his pocket, ſhewed 


me. 
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me a page that I admired much; for it looked like a 
writing maſter's copy. While I conſidered this beautiful 
performance, a thought coming into. my head, I de- 
fired Garcias to leave the paper, telling him that I might 
poſſibly make ſome uſe of it, that would turn out to his 
advantage; that I could not explainmyſelfat that time 
but would next day tell him more of the matter. The 
licentiate, to whom, in all probability, the ſteward had 
made an elogium of my genius, withdrew as much 1a- 
tisfied, 88 if he had been already re-inflated in his of- 
fice. I was tiuly defirous that he might be ſo: and 
that ſame day, laboured for him in the following man- 
ner : being along with the archbiſhop, I ſhewed himthe 
writing of Garcias, with which my patron ſeemed quite 
charmed: then, laying hold of the. opportunity, Sir, 
(ſaid I to him) ſince you won't cauſe your homilies to 
be printed, I with they were at leaſt written in this 
hand.“ „I am fatisfied with thine, (anſwered the pre- 
late) but I own, I ſhould not be ſorry to have a copy of 
my works in that hand.”  «« Your grace (I replied) has 
nothing to do but ſpeak : the man who paints fo well is 
a licentiate of my acquaintance, who will be raviſhed to 
do that ſervice-for you ; the more, becauſe by theſe 
means he. may intereſt your goodneſs, in extricating him 
from the melancholy ſituation in which he has the mis- 
fortune to be at preſent.” | OY 

Ihe prelate did not fail to aſk the name of the licen- 
tiate: upon which I ſaid, He is called Lewis Garcias, 
and is in deſpair on account of having incurred your diſ- 
pleaſure.” «That Garcias, {ſaid he, interrupting me) 
was, if Iam not mittaken, chaplain to a convent of 
nuns, and lies under the centuie of the church: I re- 
member fome inturmnations that I received againſt him: 
his morals are but inditferent.” „ Sir, faid I, inter- 
ruptiag him in my turn) | will not undertake to juſtify. 
him; but 1 know he has enemies; and pretends, that 
the authors of thoſe informations which you have ſeen, . 
were more bent upon doing him ill oss, than on tel- 
ling the truth.“ That may be, {.eplied the arch- 
bithop) there are abundance ot very dangerous diſpoſi- 
tions in this world. Belides, granting that his conduct 
has not been always irreptoachable, he may have re- 


pented 
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pented of his miſbehaviour ; and in ſhort, there is mer- 
cy for every ttanſgreſſion. Bring the licentiate hither, 
I take off his ſuſpenſion.” | 
Thus it is, that the moſt ſevere men abate of their 
ſeverity, when more dear ſelf-intereſt is concerned. 
The archſbiſhop granted, without difficulty, to the vain 
pleaſure of having his works well writ, that which he 
had refuſed to the moſt powerful ſolicitations. I carried 
the news immediately to the ſteward, who imparted 
them to his friend Garcias, who the very next day, com- 
ing to make an acknowledgment of thanks ſuitable to 
the favour obtained, I preſenced him to my matter, who. 
contented himſelf with reprimanding him lightly, and 


pave him the homilies to tranſcribe. Garcias acquitted 


imſelf fo well, that he was re-eſtabliſhed in his miniſtry, 
and even obtained the living of Gabia, a large market=- 
town in the neighbourhood of Grenada. 


CHAP. IV. The archbiſhop is ſeized with a fit of 
the apaplexy. The dilemma in which Gil Blas found 
bimſelf, and the method he twok ta be extricated. 


HILE I thus beftowed my ſervices on different- 
people, Don Fernand being about to leave 
Grenada, I viſited that nobleman betore his departure, 
inoider to thank him anew, for the excellent poſt which 
he had procured for me. I appeared to him ſo well ſa—- 
tisfied with my condition, that he ſaid, My dear Gil 
Blas, I am raviſhed to find thee fo well pleated with my 
uncle the archbiſhop.” © I am charmed with him, (I 


replied) and ſhall never be able to ſhow myfelf grateful 


enough for his generoſity to me. Nothing leis could 
have conſoled me for the loſs of Don Cæſar and bis ſon.” 
«« Tam.perluaded (anſwered he) that they are both ex- 
tremely mortiked at your abſence ; but, perhaps, you 


ate not ſeparated for ever: fortune may one day bring 


you together again.“ Melted by theſe words, I ſighed, 

and found at that inſtant my love for Don Alphonſo ſo 

* that I would have willingly abandoned the arch- 
iſhop, wita all the agreeable hopes he had given me, 
to return to the caſtle of Leyva, it the obſtacle that ba- 
niſhed me from it had been removed. Don Fernand 
| perceived 
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perceived e emotions of my ſoul, which pleaſed him 
10 much, that he embraced nie with affection, and aſ- 
ſured we chat his whole family would always bear a 
part in g deitigy, | | 
1 wo months after this gentleman's departure, in the 
very z.:ith of my favour, we had a hot alarm in the 
epiſcopal palace: the archbiſhop was ſeized with a fit of 
the acoplexy ; he as, however, ſuccoured immediate- 
ly, and ſuch ſa!utary medicines adminiſtred, that in a 
Gow days his health was re-eſtabliſhed : but his under- 
ſtanding had received a rude ſhock, which I plainly per- 
ceived in the veiy next diſcourſe which he compoſed. 
I did not, however, find the difference. between this 
and the reſt ſo ſenſible, as to make me conclude that the 
orator began to flag; and waited. for another homily to - 
fix my relolution, This indeed. was quite deciſive; 
ſometimes the good. old prelate repeated the ſame thing 
over and over; ſometimes roſe too high, or ſunk to” 
low : it was a vague diſcourſe, the rhetorick of an old 
profeſſor, a meer capucinade: v 
I was not theonly perſon who took notice of this: the 
greateſt part of the audience, when he pronounced it, 
as if they had been alſo hired to examine it, ſaid ſoftly 
to one another, This ſermon ſmells ſtrongof the apo- 
*« plexy.” © Come, matter homily-critick, (faid I then | 
to myſelf) prepare to do your office: you ſee that his 
grace begins to fail: it is your duty to give him notice 
of it, not only the as depoſitory of his thoughts, but 
likewiſe, let ſome one, of his friends ſhould be free 
enough with him to prevent you: in that caſe you know . 
what would happen; your name would be eraſed from 
his laſt will, in which there is doubtleſs, a better le- 
gacy provided for you, than the library of the licen- 
tiate Sedillo. | 25 
After theſe refleQtions, I made others of a quite con- 
trary nature. Lo give the notice in queſtion, ſeemed a 
delicate point: I imagined that it might be ill received 
by an author like him, conceited. of his own works; 
bur rejecting this ſuggeſtion, [ repreſented to myſelf, 


* Capucinade. A ſarcaſm on the ſermons of the capuchias, , 
which are not remaikable for correanels of compuſit ion. 
| that. 
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that he could not poſſibly take it amiſs, after having ex- 
ated it of me in ſo preſſing a manner. Add to this, 
that I depended upon my being able to mention it with 
addreſs, and make him ſwallow the pill without reluc- 
tance. In a word, finding that I ran a greater riſque. 
"a keeping ſilence than in breaking it, I determined to 
ſpeak. | 

* The only thing that embataſſed me now, was how 
to break the ice. Luckily, the orator himſelf extri- 
cated me from that difficulty. by aſking what people ſaid 
of him, and if they were ſatisfied with his laſt diicourſe, 
T anſwered, that his homilies were always admired, but, 
in my opinion, the laſt had not ſucceeded ſo well as the 
reſt, in affecting the audience. How, friend! (te- 
plied he, with aſtoniſhment) has it met with any Ariſtar- 
chus* ?” „ No, fir, (ſaid I) by no means: ſuch works 
as yours are not to be criticized ; every body is charmed 
with them. Nevertheleſs, ſince you have laid your in- 
junctions upon me to be free and ſincere, I will take the 
liberty to tell you, that your laſt diſcourſe, in my judg- 
ment, has hot altogether the energy of your other per- 
formances. Are not you of the tame opinion?“ 

My maſter grew pale at theſe words; and faid with a 
forced ſmile, ** So then, Mr. Gil Blas, this piece is not 
to your taſte ?” „ don't ſay ſo, Sir, cried I, quite diſ- 
concerted: I think it excellent, although a little inferior 
to your other works.” *I] underſtand you, (he replied) 
you think ] flag, don't you? Come, be plain: you be- 
lieve it is time for me to think of retiring.” “ I ſhould 
not have been ſo bold (ſaid I) as to ſpeak ſo freely, if 
your grace had not commanded me, I do no more, 

therefore. than obey you; and I moſt humbly beg that 
you will not be offended at my freedom.” God for- 
bid, (cried he, with precipitation) God forbid that TI 
ſhould find fault with it. In fo doing, I ſhould be very 
unjuſt, I don't at all take it ii] that you ſpeak your 
ſentiment ; it is your ſentiment only that I find bad, I 
have been moſt egregiouſly deceived in your narrow 
underſtanding.” 


* Ariftarchus, a great critic in the time of Ptolemy Phil:de'phue. | 


Though 
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Though I was diſconcerted, I endeavoured to find 
ſome mitigation, in order to let things to rights again : 
but how is it poſſible to appeaſe an incenſed author, one 
eſpecially who had been accuſtomed to hear himſelf 
praiſed. Say no more, my child, ſaid he: you are 
yet too raw to make proper diſtinctions. Know, that I 
never compoſed a better homily than that which you 
diſapprove : for my genius (thank heaven) hath, as yet, 
loſt nothing of its vigour. Henceforth I will make a 
better choice of a confident, and keep one of greater a- 
bility than you. Go, (added he, puſhing me by the 
ſhoulders out of his cloſet) go tell my treaſurer to give 


you an hundred ducats, and may heaven conduct you 


with that ſum. Adiev, Mr. Gil Blas, I with you all 
manner of proſperity, with a little more taſte.” 


CHAP. V. The ſtep which Gil Blas took after the 
archbiſhop had diſmiſſed him. His accidental meeting 
with the licentiate who had been fo much obliged to him; 
with the gratitude of that prieſt. 


F Went out of the Cloſet, curſing the caprice, or ra- 

ther weakneſs, of the archbiſhop, and more enrag- 
ed againſt him, than afflicted at the loſs of his favour, 
I even doubted ſome time, if I ſhould go and touch my 
hundred ducats ; but, after mature deliberation, | was 
not fool enough to refuſe them. I conſidered, that this 
money would not deprive me of the 1ight of ridiculing 
the prelate ; in which, I was reſolved not to be wanting, 


as often as his homilies ſhould be brought upon the car- 


pet, in my preſence. 


] went, therefore, and demanded the hundred ducats 


of the treaſurer, without mentioning a fingle word of 
what had happened between his matter and me; and 
went afterwards in queſt of Melchior de la Ronda, to 
bid him an eternal adieu. He loved me too much to be 
inſenſible of my misfortune, which while I recounted, 
] perceived that grief was printed on his countenance. 
In ſpite of all the reſpect he owed the archbiſhop, he 
could not help blaming his behaviour. But as I ſwore in 
my rage, that the prelate ſhould pay for it, and that I 
would make the whole town merry at his expence, the 


ſage 
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ſage Melchior ſaid to me, © Believe me, my dear Gil 
Blas, you had better ſuppreſs your reſentment. People 
of an inferior rank ought always to reſpe& perſons of 
quality, whatever cauſe they may have given them to 
complain. There are, I own, ſome very mean noble- 
men, who ſcrace deſerve the leaſt conſideration; but as 
they have the, power of doing miſchief, they are to be 
feared.” 55 

I thanked the old valet de chambre for his good ad- 
vice, which I promiſed to obſerve. If you go (ſaid 
he) to Madrid, you ſball vifit Joſeph Navarro, my ne- 
phew, who is clerk of the kitchen to Signior Don Bal- 
tnazar de Zuniga, and, I dare fay, a young man worthy 


of your friendſhip, frank, briſk, obliging, and forward 


to ſer ve his friends: I wiſh that he and you may become 


acquainted.” I anſwered, that I would not fail to wait 
on this Joſeph Navarro, on my firſt arrival at Madrid, 
whither I was determined to go. I then quitted the 
archbiſhoy's palace, with an intent never to ſet foot in it 
again. If I had till been in poſſeſſion of my horſe, I 
ſnould have, perhaps, ſet out immediately for Toledo; 
but I had ſold him while I was in favour, believing that 
| would have no further occaſion for his ſervice. I 
hired a furniſhed room, reſolving to ſtay a month at 
Grenada, and then repair to the Count de Polan. 
As dinner-time approached, I aſked of my landlady, 
if there was not an eating-houſe in the neighbourhood 
and ſhe anſwering, that there was an excellent one a few 
ſteps from her houſe, where there was very good accom- 
modation, and a great deal of good company; J made 
her ſhew me the place, and going thicher a little after, 
was directed into a large hall, which bore tome reſem- 
blance to a refectoty. Ten or twelve people fat at a 
large table, covered with a dirty cloth, converſing with 
one another, while every one eat his own little portion. 
My meſs was likewiſe brought, which, at another time, 
would, doubtleſs, have made me regret the table I had 
loft: but 1 was then ſo much piqued againſt the arch- 
biſhop, that the ſcanty allowance of my eating-houſe 


ſeemed preferable to the good cheer J had enjoyed in 


his palace. I condemned a variety of diſhes, and argu- 
ing like the doctor of Valladolid, “ unhappy ate thole, 
| (laid 
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(ſaid I to myſelf) who frequent ſuch pernicious tables, 
where one muſt continually be on his guard againſt ſen- 
ſuality, for fear of overlading his ſtomach. Can one eat 
too little? In my ill humour, I praiſed thoſe very apho- 
riſins I had hitherto very much neglected. 

While I diſpatched my commons, without fear of ex- 
ceeding the bounds of temperance, the licentiate Lewis 
Garcias, now become vicar of Gabia, in the manner al- 
ready related, came into the hall. He no ſooner per- 
ceived me, than he came running to ſalute me with the 


utmoſt eagerneſs, or rather with all the expreſſions of ex- 


ceſſive joy. He hugged me cloſe, and I was obliged to 
undergo a very long compliment on the ſervice 1 had 
done him. He fatigued me with his demonſtrations of 
gratitude. © *Fore gad, my dear patron, ſince I have 
had the good fortune to meet you here, we ſha'nt part 
without a glaſs ; but as there is no good wine in this eat- 
ing houſe, I will carry you, if you pleaſe, after our 
ſcanty repaſt, to a place where I will treat you with a 


bottle of tine dry Lucena, and a glaſs of fine Muſcadine 


of Foncarrel. We muſt certainly commit that debauch. 
I with I had the happineſs of enjoying you a few days 
only, at my parſonage of Gabia. There you ſhould be 
received like a generous Mecenas, to whom I owe the 
quiet and eaſy lite I lead,” 7 

While he talked to me in this manner, his allowance 


was ſerved, and he went to work, without ceaſing, how- 


ever, to entertain me, at intervals,. with ſomething 


which he thought would flatter my vanity. I laid hold 


of this opportunity to ſpeak in my turn; and as he did 
not forget to enquire about his friend the ſteward, I made 
no myltery of my leaving the archbiſhop's ſervice. 


I 
even related to him the moſt minute circumſtances of 4 


diſgrace, to which he liſtened with great attention. A 
ter what he had ſaid to me, who would not have expect- 
ed to hear him, penetrated with the moſt grateful for- 


row, exclaim againſt the archbiſhop ? But this was the 


ſartheſt thing from his thoughts. He grew indifferent, 
and penfive, finiſhed his dinner without ſpeaking a word, 
then rifing ſuddenly from table, bid me good b'w'ye, in 
a cool manner, and diſappeared. The ungrateful wretch, 
ſeeing me no longer in a condition to ſerve him, ſpared 


himſelf 


* 
He. 

W 
2 


» 0 VE" VO ; Ws LW. Ll is 


R 1 kJ 


$ 
E 
J 
4 
f 
e 
b 
r 
1 
5 
L 
5 
5 
- 


GIL BLAS. ; 25 
himſelf even the trouble of concealing his ſentiments. 
[ laughed at his ingratitude, and beking at him with 
all the contempt he deſerved, called to him aloud, that 
I might be heard, Holloa! you ſage chaplain of 
nuns, go and give orders to cool that delicious wine 
of Lucena, with which you have promiſed to regale 
me.” 


CHAP. VI. Gil Blas goes to ſee a play at Grenada. 
His aſtoniſhment at the ſight of one of the adreſſes; and 
the conſequences of that event. | 


ARCIAS was no ſooner out of the hall, than two 
well dreſſed cavaliers came in and fat down by me: 

they began to talk of the players of the Grenada com- 
pany, and of a new comedy which was then on the 
!tage. This piece, according to their diſcourſe, made a 
great noiſe in the city ; and I reſolved to yo and ſee it 
that very day; for I had not been at a play ſince my 
arrival at Grenada. As I had almoſt all that time lived 
in the archbiſhop's palace, where that diverſion was a- 
nathematized, I had taken care not to indulge that plea- 
ſure, but amuſed myſelfentirely with my maſter's homilies, 
I repaired, therefore, at the proper time, to the play- 
houſe, where [| found a numerous aſſembly ; overheard, 
all around me, diſſertations on the piece, before it be- 
gan, and obſerved that every body undertook to criti- 
cize it. One perſon declared himſelf for, another a- 
gainſt the performance. Was there ever a work bet- 
ter compoſed ?” ſaid one on my right. What a piti- 
ful ſtyle!” cried one on my left. Truly, if there are 
a good many bad authors, it muſt be allowed there are 
{til} a greater number of wretched critics: and when I 
confider the mortifications that dramatic poets muſt un- 
dergo, I am aſtonithed that there are any ſo bold as to 
brave the ignorance of the multitude, and the dangerous 
cenſure of witlings, who ſometimes corrupt the judg- 
ment of the public, ; 
At length the Gracioſo “ preſented himſelf to open 
the ſcene, He was ſaluted, on his firſt appearance, 


* A favourite Actor, 
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with a genctal clap; by which I perceived that he was 
one of thoſe ſpoiled aQtors, in whom the pit pardons 
every thing. And, indeed, this player did not ſpeak 
one word, nor perform. one geſture, without attracting 
applauſe. The audience made him too ſenſible of the 
pleaſure they had in ſeeing him on the ſtage; and he a- 
buſed their favour accorCingly, perceived that he 


ſometimes forgot himſelf in the middle of a ſcene, 


and put their prepoſſeſſion in his behalf to too ſe— 

vete a pioof; for they would often have done him 

juſfice, had they hiſſed inſtead of extolling him to the 
ies. 

'There was likewiſe a clapping of hands at the ap- 
pearance of ſome other actors, and in particular, of an 
actteſs, Who performed the part of a waiting-waman, 
whom, having conſidered with attention, no terms can 
expreſs my ſurprize, when I recollected in her the per- 
ſon of | aura, my dear Laura! whom I (till believed to 
be in the ſervice of Arſenia at Madrid. I could not 
doubt that it was the; her ſhape, her features, the 
ſound of her voice, every thing aſſured me that I was 
not miſtaken, Nevertheleſs, as it I had miſtfuſted the 
evidence of my eyes and cars, I atked her name of a 

cavalier, who ſat by me. © Hey ! (faid he) from whence 
come you? Tt ſeems you ale juſt arrived, ſince you don't 
know the fair Estella.“ 

The reſemblance was too perſe& for me to be de— 
ceived by this diſguiſe: I could cally conceive, tbat 


Lauta, when ſhe changed her condition, bad allo alter- 


ed her name ; and curious to know her fituation, for 
the public 15 generally pretty well acquainted with the 
affairs of perſons in her ſphere, | begged to know of the 
lame man, if this Eſtella bad not tome gallant of im- 
portance. He aniwered, that a Portugueze nobleman, 


called the Marquis de Marialva, who had been about 


two months at Grenada, was at a coniidertable expence 
on her account. He might have told me a-great deal 
more, if I had not been afraid ot fatiguing him with 


_ queſtions. I was more engrotſed by the news which this 


cavalier had told me, than by the reprefentation of the 
play; and if any body had aſked the ſubject of the 
piece, when I came out, he would have embarraſſed me 

not 
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was not a little. I did nothing but muſe upon Laura, or 
Ine Eſtella, and firmly reſolved to go and viſit her next 
eak day ; though I was not without anxiety about the re- 
ing ception I ſhould meet with. I had reaſon to believe, 
the that the ſight of me would not yield her much pleaſure 
bbs in this brilliant ſituation of her affairs ; nay, I imagined 
he that ſuch a good actreſs, in order to revenge herſelf upon 
ne, one, with whom ſhe had certainly cauſe to be diſſatisfied, 
"oi would 22 diſclaim his acquaintance, All this did 
om not diſſuade me from my deſign of going. After a ſight 
the repaſt, (for ſuch only my eating-houſe afforded) I went 
home to my lodging, where I waited impatiently for 
p- next day. 
* | ſlept little that night, and got up before the ſun; 
an. but, as I concluded that a nobleman's mi'treſs would 
a not be viſible fo early, I ſpent three or four hours in 
»r dreſſing, mts powdering, and perfuming ; reſolving 
to to preſent myſelf before her, in ſuch a condition, as 
ot would give her no cauſe to blah at ſeeing me again. I 
he ſallied out at ten o'clock, and repaired to her lodging. 
8 to which I received a direQion, at the houſe where the 
ne players lived. She poſſeſſed the chief apartment of a 
Fa large houſe ; the door of which being opened to me, by 
ce a chambermaid, I told her, that I wanted to ſpeak with 
t Dame Estella. The maid went in to ſignify my deſire, 
N and I iminediately heard her miſtieſs pronounce, with a 
e- loud voice. Who is this young man? what does he 
at want? Let him come in.” By this I concluded, that I 
:- had choſen an unleaſonable time for my viſit,” that her 
or Portugueze lover was at her toilet, and that her reaſon 
1e for ſpeaking ſo loud, was to perſuade him that ſhe ne- 


ver received ſuſpected meſſages. My conjetture was 
true; the Marquis de Marialva commonly paſſed the 
morning in her company; and I expeQted a very diſa- 
greeable compliment, when this truly original actteſs 
ſeeing me appear, ran to me with open arms, crying, 
„% Ah! my dear brother! is it you?” And, with theſe 
words, embraced me ſeveral times. Then turning to her 
gallant, My lord, (taid ſhe) pardon me for yielding to 
the force of blood in your preſence. After an abſence 
of three years, I cannot behold a brother, whom I ten- 
derly love, without giving him ſome marks of my affec- 

1 2 | tion. 
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tion. Well, my dear Gil Blas, (continued:ſhe, addref- 
ſing me anew) tell me ſome news of my family: in what 
condition did you leave it?“ 

This queſtion embarraſſed me at firſt; but I ſoon diſ- 
covered Laura's intention, and ſeconding her artifice, 
anſwered, with an air ſuited to the ſcene we had to act, 
% Thank heaven, liter, our parents are in good health.” 
« | don't doubt, (ſhe replied) that you aie aſtoniſhed to 
find me an aQtels ar Grenada; but do not condemn me 
unheard. Thrice years ago, as you remember, my fa- 
ther thought he had ſettled me to advantage, by giving 
me in marriage to Captain Don Antonio Cœllo, who 
carried me from the Aiturias to Madiid, where he was 
born. Six months after our arival in that city, having 
had an affair of honour brought upon him by his own 
violent humour, he killed a cavalier, who had taken it 
in his head to favuur me with tome attention, This 
gentleman being related to perſons of great quality 
and credit, my huſband, who had no intereſt, fled into 
Catalonia, with all the money and jewels he could 
find in the toute; embaiked at Barcelona, croſſed into 
Italy, engaged in the ſervice of the Venetians, and at 
la't loft his life in the Viorea, fighting againil the Turks. 
In the mean time, our landed etiate was confiſcated, and 
T had but a very ſmall jointure left. What could I do 
in tuch a troubleſome extremity ? I could not return into 

de Aſturias : for what purpoſe go thither 7 all the con- 
olation I ſhould have received from my family, would 
have been no more than ſympathy and condulance. On 
the other hand, I had been too well educated to be 
capable of embracing a life of libertiniſm. Upon what 
determination then could | fix 7 T have turned actreſs to 
preterve mv character.“ 

The Marquis de Marialva, who lof} not a word of the 
whole dilcoutie, implicitly believed every tyllable of 
what Don Antonio's widow was pleaſed tv utter. He 
even joined in the converlation, and aſked if ] was in 
any buſineſs at Grenada or elfewhere. | was in tome. 
doubt, at that inſtant, whether or no 1 ſhould tell a ye; 
but thinking that ennecefſary, | ſpoke truth, recounting 
every Circuinſtance of my entering into, and quitting 
the a;chbilhop's tervice ; which afforded infini: ite — 
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ſion to the Portugueze nobleman. It is true, that not- 
withſtanding. my promiſe to Melchior, I made myſelf a 
little merry: at the expence of his grace. But the molt 
diverting part of the ſcene was, that Laura, who thought 
I invented a ſtory in imitation of her, hurit out into loud 
fits of laughter, which ſhe would have probably ſpared, 
had ſhe known that I did not diſſemble. 

Having, ended my narration, which I finiſhed with 
the lodging | had hired, word was brought that din- 
ner was on the table, Upon which 1 would have re- 
tired, in order to go and dine at my eating- houſe; but 
Laura, ſtopping me, ſaid, ** What do you mean, 
brother! you al dine with me: and I won't even 
ſutfer you to live any longer in a hired room; for I in- 
tend you ſhall both eat and lodge in my houſe. Order 
your baggage to be brought hither this evening, I have 
a bed to ſpare.” 

The Portugyze nobleman, who, perhaps, was not 


very well pleaſed with this hoſpitality, addreſſing him- 


ſelf to Laura, ſaid, ** No, Eitella, you have not con- 
venience for him.in theſe lodgings. Your brother ſeems 
to be a pretty young fellow ; and the advantage he has 
in beng lo dear to you, intereſts me in his favour, I. 
will take him into my ſervice: he ſhall be my favourite 
ſecretary, and chiet contident. Let hun not fail ta 


come and ſleep at my houle this very night; for I will 


order an apartment to be prepared for the purpoſe. I 
will allow him a ſalary of four hundred ducats; and if, 
ia the ſequel, I have cauſe, as I hope I ſhall; to be ſa- 
tisfied with his behaviour, I will put him in a condition 
to conſole hiinſelt for being too ſincere with the arch- 
biſhop.” 

The acknowledgments which I made to the Mar- 
quis at this junQuie, were followed by thoſe of Laura, 
who improved upon mine. So faying, he ſaluted his 
theatrical princeſs, and went away. She led me imme- 
diately into a cloſer, where ſeeing herſelt alone with me, 


I ſhould buiit, (cried ſhe) it J was obliged to reſiſt 


any longer the inclination I have to laugh.” Then 
throwing herſelf into an ealy chair, and holding her 


ſides, ſhe laughed immoderately, as if ſhe had loſt her 
ſenſes. I found it impoſſible not to follow her example, 


C3 and 


3 


30 The ADVENTURES of 


and when we had indulged ourſelves ſniiiciently, © Con- 
feſs, Gil Blas, (ſaid ſhe) that we have acted a pleaſant 
farce: but I did not expect ſuch a cataſtrophe ; my de- 
ſign being no other than to provide for you a table and 
lodging in my houſe; which, that I might offer with 
decency, I made thee paſs for my brother. i am ta- 
viſhed that ſuch a good poſt has occurred to thee by ac- 
cident. The Marquis de Marialva is a generous noble- 
man, who willeven exceed his promiſe in thy favour. 
Another (added ſhe) might not. perhaps, have given 
ſuch a gracious reception to one who quits his friends 
without bidding them farewel: but I am one of thoſe 
good creatures, who cannot help ſeeing again, with 
pleaſure, a rogue whom they have once loved.” I can- 
didly acknowledged my impolite behaviour, for which 
I aſked pardon. She then conducted me into a very hand- 
ſome dining room, where we ſat down at table, and, 
as a waiting-woman and lacquey were preſent, behaved 
to one another like brother and ſiſter. 

| Having dined, we went back to the ſame cloſet where 
we had converſed together before. There my incom- 


_ Parable Laura, giving a looſe to all her natural gaiety, 


demanded an account of all my adventures ſince our 


' ſeparation. I made a faithful recital of the whole; 


and when I had gratified her curioſity, ſhe gave me the 


ſame ſatisfaction,, in recounting the following hiſtory 
of herſelf. 


CHAP. VII. 75, bey of Laure. - 


Am going to relate, as ſuccinctly as I can, by what 

I accident I embraced the profeſſion of a player. 
Great events happened, after you left me in ſuch an 

honourable manner. My miſtreſs Arſenia, rather tired 


than diſguſted with the world, renounced the ſtage, and 


carried me with her, to a fine eſtate which ſhe had 


bought near Zamora, with the price of her favours. In 


this city we ſoon contracted acquaintance, and going 
thither, frequently, to paſs a day or two, came back 
again, and ſhut ourſelves up in our caſtle. 4 — Lcd 
In one of theſe ſmall journies, Don Felix Maldo- 
nado, the corregidor's only fon, ſaw me by . 
and 
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and happening to be pleaſed with my appearance, ſought 
an opportunity of ſpeaking with me in private, which, 
that I may conceal nothing from thee, ] own, was faci- 
litated by myſelf, He was a cavaljer not yet twenty 
years old, fair as love himſelf, a mere pattern in ſhape, 
and ſtill more engaging. by his gallant and generous be- 
haviour, than by his perſon: for he made ine an offer 
of a large brilliant which he had on his finger, with ſuch 
a good grace, and pieſſing intreaties, that I could not, 
for my ſoul, refuſe ir. I did not poſſeſs ſuch an amiable- 
gallant with indifference. But what madnels is it in A- 
bigails, to attach themſelves to the young heirs of per- 
ſons inauthority! his father, the moſt ſevere of all cor- 
regidors, informed of our intelligence, made haſte to 
prevent the conſequences of. it, and ordered me to be 
' apprehended by a troop of alguazils, who carried me, 
regardleſs of my cries, to the hoſpital * of compaſſion, 
There, without any other form of proceis, the ſupe- 
rior ordered me to be ſtript of my ring and dreſs, and 
cloathed with a long gown. of grey ſerge, girded about 
me with a ſtrap of black leather, from whenca rolary 
of Jarge beads hung down to my heels. This being 
performed, I was conducted into a hall, where I found. 
an old monk, of an order that I did not know, who fell 
a preaching penitence to me, much in the ſame manner 
as Dame Leonarda exhorted thee to patience in the ca- 
vern, He told me that 1 was very much obliged to 
thoſe who cauſed me to be thut up in that place, for i 
they had done me infinite ſervice, in reſcuing me ; 
from the fnares of the devil. I will frankly own my | 
ingtatitude: far from thinking myſelf beholden to thole 
who had done me that good office, I loaded them with 


imprecations. 

Eight days ] paſſed in afflicting myſelf ; but on the 
ninth, (for I counted the very minutes) wy fate ſeemed 
to bear another aſpect. Croſſing a ſmall court, I met 
the ſteward of our houſe, a —_ who ruled with un- 
limited ſway ; the ſuperior herſelf was under his com- 
mand; and he rendered an account of his ſteward- 
ſhip to none but the corregidor, on whom, alone, he 


* In ather words the houſe of correction. 
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depended, and whoſe entire confidence he enjoyed. His 
name was Pedro Zendono ; he was born in the town of 
Selſedon in Bifcay, being a tall, pale, meagre man, 
whoſe figure would have ſerved as an excellent pattern 
for the picture of a rank rogue. He ſcarce ſeemed to 
look at the ſiſters; and, in ſhort, thou never ſawelt ſuch 
an hypocritical face, although thou haſt lived in an 
archbiſhop's palace. 

Well then, (ſaid ſhe) I met this Signior Zendono, who 
ſtopt me, ſa) ing, (Daughter, be comforted, I am 
touched with your misfortune.” He ſaid no more, but 
went about his buſineſs, leaving me to make what com- 
mentaries I pleaſed on ſuch a laconic text. As I believed 
him to be a good man, I innocently concluded, that he 
had taken the trouble of examining into the cauſe of my 
confinement, and finding me not guilty enough to de- 
terve ſuch unworthy t.catinent, was reſolved to do me 
2 good office with the corregidor, I was little acquainted 
with the Biſcayan, who had quite other intentions. He 
then reyolved in his mind, the ſcheme of a journey, 
which he imparted to me, a few days aſter. © My dear 
Laura, (ſaid he) I am ſo much affected with your ſuf- 
ferings, that I am reſolved to put an end to them im- 
mediately. In ſo doing, I know I ſhall embrace my own 
ruin; but I am no longer maſter of myſelf. I intend 
to take you out of priſon to-morrow, and conduct you 
in perſon to Madrid; being reſolved to ſacrifice every 
thing to the pleaſure of being your deliverer.” _ 

| was ready to ſwoon with joy, at theſe words of Zen- 
dono, who judging, by my acknowledgments, that | 
longed fot nothing ſo much as liberty, had the impu— 
cence to carry me off next day, in ſight of every body, 
by the following ſtratagem. He told the ſuperior, that 
he had orders to bring me to the corregidor, who was at 
a pleaſure houſe two leagues from town ; and, with the 
utmoſt aſſurance made me get into the poſt chaiſe with 
him, drawa by two good mules, which he had bought for 
the purpoſe, and attended by no other ſervants than a 
valet, who conducted the chaiſe, and was entirely de- 
voted to the itewaid, we ſet out, not for Madrid, as | 
jmagined, but toward the frontiers of Portugal, where 
we atrived, before the corregidor of Zamora could get 

| notice 


GIiL BL AS. 33 


notice of our flight, and ſet the beagles of juſtice in 


purſuit of us. 
Before we entered Braganza, the Biſcayan made me 


put on a ſuit of men's cloaths, which he had the pre- 


caution to provide: and now looking upon me as fairly 
embarked with him, faid to me, at the inn where we 
lodged, © Fair Laura, be not offended with me, for 
bringing you into Portugal : for the corregidor of Za- 
mora will make ſearch for us in our native country, as 
two criminals, to whom Spain ought not to afford a re- 
treat, But (added he) we can ſhelter ourſelves from his 
reſentment ip this foreign kingdom, although it be, at 
preſent, under the dominion of the Spanith monarchy, 
Here we ſhall, at leaſt, be mote ſecure than in our own 
country Follow, therefore, a man who adores you; 
and let us fettle at Coimbra, where T will become a ſpy 
for the holy office, and under the ſhade of that for- 
midable tribunal, our days will ſmoothly glide in eaſe 
and pleaſure.“ | 

Such a forward propofal.gave-me to underitand, that 
I had to do with a cavalier, who did not chuſe to redrefs 
the grivances of damſels, merely for the glory of knigbt- 
errantry, I perceived that he depended a good deal upon 
my gratitude, and ſtill more upon my diftreſs. Never- 
theleſs, though theſe two-conſiderations ſpoke to me 
in his behalf, I rejected his propoſal with diſdain. "Tis 
true, indeed, I had two ſtrong reaſons for ſhewing myſelt 
{a reterved : I diſliked his perſon and diſtruſted his cit- 
cumſtances. But, when returning to the charge, he of- 
fered to wed me, as a preliminary, and ſhewed me that - 
his ſtewardſhip had put him in a condition to enjoy him- 
ſelf for a long time, I won't deny that | began to liſten 
to his addrefles, I was dazzled by the gold and jewels, | 
which he ſpread before me, and found, by experience, 
that as many metamorphoſes are made by intereſt as by 


love. My Biſcayan became, gradually, quite another 
man in my eyes: his tall, withered carcaſe aſſumed the 


form of a fine ſhape; his pale complexion ſeemed agree- 
ably fair; and I gave a favourable appellation to his hy- 
pocritical look. I then accepted his hand, without re- 
luctance, in the face dab ves which he called to wit- 
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neſs our engagement. After this, he ſuffered no con- 
tradiction on my part; we ſet out again on our travels, 
and, in a ſhort time, Coimbra beheld a new family 
Within its walls. 

My huſband purchaſed for me, ſome handſome 
cloaths adapted to my own ſex, and preſented me with 
ſeveral diamonds, among which I recolleQed that of 
Don Felix Maldonado. This diſcovery was ſufficient 
to make me conceive how all the jewels I had ſeen were 
acquired, and to perſuade me that I had not married a 


ſcrupulous obſerver of the ſeventh article of the deca- 


logue. But, conſidering myſelf as the firſt cauſe of his 
dexterity, I forgave him in my heart : for a woman will 
excuſe even the bad actions which her beauty prompts 
the men to commit ; otherwiſe, I ſhould have thought 
him an execrable villain. 

I was pretty well ſatisfied with him, for two or three 
months, during which, he behaved in a gallant manner, 
and ſeemed to bre me with great tenderneſs: neverthe- 
leſs theſe marks of affection were falſe appearances; for 


the rogue cheated me at laſt. One morning, on my re- 


turn from maſs, I found nothing at howe but bare walls: 


the whole furniture, with all my baggage, was carried 


off: Zendono, and his faithful valet, had taken their 
meaſures ſo well, that in leſs than an hour, the general 


| Pillage of the houſe had been begun and finiſhed, in 
ſuch a manner, that with the cloaths only which I had 


on my back, and the ring of Don Felix, which was 


luckily on my finger, I ſaw myſelf abandoned by an un- 


grateful wretch, like another Ariadne, But, I aſſure 
thee, I did not amuſe myſelf with making elegies on my 
misfortunes, | rather thanked heaven for having deli- 
vered me from ſuch a wietch, who could not fail, ſoon 


or late, to fall into the hands of juſtice; and looked 
upon the days we had ſpent together, as ſo much loſt 


time, for which I would ſoon make myfelf amends, 
Had I been deſirous of ſtaying in Portugal, and attach- 
10g myſelf to ſome lady of faſhion, I ſhould not have 


wanted a place; but, whether I loved my own country, 
or was influenced by the force of deſtiny, which pre- 
. pared a bettet fortune for me hete, I refolved to return 
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to Spain; and applying to a jeweller, who gave me 
ready money for my ring, ſet out with an olg Spaniſh 
lady, who was going in a chaiſe to Seville.“ 

This perſon, whoſe name was Dorothea, had been 
to viſit one of her relations ſettled at Coimbra, and was 
on her return to Scville, where ſhe lived. There was 
ſuch a ſympathy between her diſpoſition and mine, that 


we became friends the very firlt day of out journey; and 


our mutual affection grew ſo ſtrong on the road, that, 
on our arrival, the lady would ſuffer ine to lodge no 
where but in her houſe. I had no cauſe to repent of my 
acquaintance ; for I never knew a woman of a better 


character; and one might (till perceive, by her features, 


and the ſparkling of her eyes, that in her youth many a 
guitarte had been thrummed on her account: indeed 
ſhe was the widow of ſeveral noble huſbands, and lived 
in an honourable manner, on the jointures which ſhe 
enjoyed. 

Among other excellent qualities, ſhe had that of he- 
ing very compaſſionate to unfortunate young women. 
When I] imparted to her my own tory, ſhe entered 
warmly into my intereſts, and beſtowed a thouland 
curſes on Zendono. What dogs theſe men are! (ſaid 
ſhe, in a tone that made me gueſs the had met with ſome 
ſte ward in her way) perfidious wretches ! I know there 
are ſuch villains in the world, wno divert themſelves in 


_ deceiving women. What I am pleated at, my dear 
child, (added ſhe) 1s, that, according to your relation, 


you are no longer bound to that perjured Biſcayan : it 


your marriage with him was good enough to ſecure 
your reputation; by way of recompence, it is allo bad 


enough to permit you to contract a better, whenever 


you can find an opportunity.” | 
] went abroad every day with Dorothea, either to 
church, or to viſit ; and this being the way to meet with 


ſome adventure ſoon, I attracted the notice of ſeveral 


cavaliers, who, in order to found the buſineſs, made in- 


tereft with my old landlady: but ſome had not where- 
withal to make a good ſettlement, and others were ſtill 
minors; ſo that I had not the leaſt deſire of liſtening to 
any of them. One day, Dorothea and took a whim 
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of 


of an univerſity, archbiſhop, inquiſition, and mint, 
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of going to ſee a play at Seville “; and upon conſult- 
ing the bill, we found that the players intended to act, 
La fameſa comedia, el embaxador de Si miſmo, compoſed 
by Lope de Vega Carpio. 
Among the aCtielfes who appeared on the ſtage, I diſ- 
covered my old friend Phenicia, that jolly merry wench 


whom thou halt ſeen, when ſhe was wailing-maid to 


Florimonda, and with whom thou haſt ſoinetimes ſup- 
ed at Ar ſenia's houſe. I knew that ſhe had not been in 
drid for two years before, but was ignorant of her be- 


ing an actreſs. Having an eager defire of embiacing her, 


F found the piece very tedious : but this might be the 


fault of the actors, who played either too ill or too well, 


to yield me amuſement ;. for as to me, who am a merry 
creature, I own myſelf as much diverted by a player 
who is perfectly ridiculous, as by one who is excellent, 
in his way:! | 

At length, the moment I waited for being arrived, 
that is, the end of La famaſa comedia, my widow and! 
went behind the ſcenes, where we perceived Phenicia 
acting the coquet, and liſtening with affectation to the 
foft warbling of a young bird, which, it ſeems, had al- 


| lowed itſclf-to be enſnared by her declamation. She no 


ſooner obſerved me, than quitting her admirer with a 
courteous air, ſhe came towards me with open arms, 


and loaded me with carefſes, We expreſſed our mutual 


* Seville, ſituated on the Cuadalaquivir, is the capital of Anda- 
juſia, and next to Madrid, the richeſt city in Spain. It is the ſeat 


So ancient, 
that over one of the gates, is the following inſcription. | 


„ Condidit Alcides, renovavit Julius urbem, 
« Reſtituit Chriſto Fernandus tertius heres.” 


And ſo remarkable for curioſities, as to be the ſubject of this 


diſtich. 725 


Qui no haviſto Sevilla, 
No haviſto maravilla. 


T he tranſlation of which the reader will fird in another occaſion, 
in the fourth volume. 


Joy 
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joy in ſeeing one another again; but the time and place 
not permitting us to launch out into a lang converſation, 


we deferred it till next day, when we might diſcourſe 


together more fully at her lodgings. 
The itch of talking is one of the moſt eager paſ- 


night, ſo much did I long to engage Phenicia, and 


worry her with queſtions upon queſtions. God knows, 


I was not lazy in getting up, to repair to her lodging, 


according to the ditection ſhe had given me. She lived - 


| fions of women.: I could not cloſe an eye the whole 


a 


with the whole company in a large hired houſe ; Which 


when I entered, I met a maid- ſetvant, who, when de- 
fired her to conduct me to Phenicia's apartment, ſhewed , 


me up to a gallery, on one fide of which were, tend or 
twelve ſmall chambers, divided from one another by 


partitions of deal boards only, and poſfeſfed by the 


joyous band. My guide knocked at a door, which 


Phenicia, whaſe tongue itched as well as mine, came 


and opened. Scarce did we allow ourſelves time to 


ſit, before we began to chatter. We had a ene | 


bruſh, and uttered in our turns ſo many interrogations, 


that the queſtions and replies ſucceeded one another 


with ſurpriſing volubility. 
After 5 | 


fairs, Phenicia aſked what Lintended to do: I anſwered, 


that I was reſolved (until ſomething better ſhould caſt . 
up) to enter into the ſervice of ſoine young lady of qua- 


aving recounted out mutual adventures, and 
reciprocally informed ourſelves of the ſtate of our af- 


lity. O fy! (cried my friend) you joke ſure! Is it 
poſſible, my dear, that thou art not yet diſguſted with 


ſervitude? Art thou not tired with ſeeing thyſelf ſub- 
| JeQed to another's will, with humouring the capriees 
of a miſtreſs, with hearing thyſelf reproached, and. 
in one word, with being a ſlave ? Why wilt thou not, 
by wy example embrace a theatrical life? Nothing 

can be more convenient for people of ſpirit who. 


have neither bicth not fortune; it is a ſituation that 


holds the. middle place between the nobility and ci- 
tizens; an unreſtricted condition, free of that decorum 
which is ſo tioubleſome to ſociety. Our revenues ate 


payed in ready caſh by the public, which is out bank; 


ve 


[ 
| 
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we live in continual mirth, and ſpend our money as 
we get it. 

The ſtage (added ſhe) is particularly favourable to 
women : while I lived with Florimonda, (I bluſh at the 
remembrance of it,) I was reduced to the neceſſity of 
liſtening ro the candle-ſnuffers of the prince's company; 
not one man of faſhion paid the leaſt attention to my 
figure. What was the cauſe of this unimportance ? I 
was not ſeen ; the fineſt picture has not its effect, except 
in a particular light; but ſince I have been placed on 
my proper pedeſtal, that is, on the ſtage, heavens, 
what a change has happened! 1 ſee at my heels the 
gayeſt youth of all thoſe towns through which we paſs. 
An actteſs therefore enjoys a great deal of pleaſure in 
her occupation: if ſhe is prudent, I mean, if ſhe favours 
one gallant only at a time, ſhe has all the honour 1ma- 
ginable paid to her, her chaſtity is applauded, and 
when ſhe changes her lover, ſhe is looked upon as a 
real widow who marries a ſecond hniband ; nay, if a 
widow takes a third, ſhe is ſpoken of with contempt, 
and ſaid to have infringed the delicacy of her ſex: 
whereas the aQtreſs ſeems to be more and more re- 
garded, in proportion to the increaſe of her admirers. 
After ſhe has gone through an hundied intrigues, ſhe 
is ſtill a morſel ſor a lord.” | | | 

« To whom do you talk in this manner? (faid I, in- 
terrupting her) Do you think Jam ignorant of theſe ad- 
vantages ? I have often reflected on them, and they but 
too much flatter the imagination of tuch a girl as me: 
] even feel an inclination for the {tage ; but that alone 
is not ſufficient ; talent is abſolutely neceſſary, and I have 
none: for when I ſometimes attempted to repeat paſ- 
ſages of plays before Arſenia, ſhe always found fault 
_ , with my performance; ſo that I was diſguſted at the 
/ ptofeſſion.“ „% Thou art eaſily diſcouraged ; (re- 

plied Phenicia) Doſt thou not know that hoſe great 


actreſſes are commonly jealous ? They ate afraid (in 

ſpite of all their vanity) of being eclipled. In ſhort, 1 

won't take Arlenia's word for thy incapacity ; for the 

was certainly inſincere: nay, I aſſure thee, without flat- 

tery, that thou art born for the ſtage ; thou hatt genius, 

a free and graceſul caitiage, a ſweet voice, a good cot, 
| | an 
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and withal a face! Ah, baggage, how many cavaliers 
wilt thou charm, if thou turn'ſt actreſs!“ | 

She plied me with more ſeducing diſcourſe, and made 
me pronounce ſome verſes, that I myſelf might judge. 
of my capacity for acting: but when ſhe heard me, it 
was quite another caſe ; ſhe overwhelmed me with ap- 
plauſe, and preferred me to all the actreſſes in Madrid. 
After this, I ſhould have been inexcuſable, had I doubt- 
ed my own merit. Arſenia ſtood impeached, and con- 
victed of envy and inſincerity; and I could not help 
allowing that I was an admirable ſubject. Two actors, 
who happened to come in at that inſtant, and before 

hom Phenicia obliged me to repeat the verſes which 
J had already recited to her, were ſeized with a kind 
of extaſy; from which they no ſooner recollected them- 
ſelves, than they loaded me with praiſe. In good ear- 
neſt, had the three wagered with one another which of 
them ſhould applaud me moſt, they could not have 
employed more hyperbolical expreſſions. My modeſty 
was not proof again{t ſuch elogiums ; I began to be- 
lieve myſelf of ſome value; and thus my thoughts 
were turned towards the ſtage, | 

« Come on then, my dear, (ſaid I to Phenicia) the 
affair is determined : I will follow thy advice, and enter 
in the company, provided they think well of it.” My 
friend, tranſported with joy at theſe words, hugged me 
in her arms; and her two comrades ſeemed no leſs de- 
| lighted to find me in theſe ſentiments, We. agreed, 

that the next day I ſhould repair to the theatre in the 
morning, and before the whole company aſſembled, 
ſhew the ſame ſample of my talent that J had exhibited 
to them. Tf I had acquired the good opinion of thoſe 
who were at Phenicia's lodgings, all the actors judged 
of me ſtill more favourably, when I had pronounced 
about twenty verſes in their preſence, They received, 

me very willingly into their company: and then I was 
Wholly engroſſed by my firſt appearance, which, that 
I might render as gay as poſſible, I employed upon it 
all the money that remained from the ſale of my ting; 
and though I had not enough to make a ſuperb figure, 
] at leaſt found means to ſupply the want of magnih-_ 
cence, by a genteel taſte in my dreſs, i 


At 
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At length I appeared on the ſtage, for the firſt time; 
and then, what thundering - applauſe, . what elogiums 
was I favoured with. It is downright: modeſty, my 
friend, to ſay ſimply that I raviſhed.the audience ; one 
mutt have been witneſs of the noiſe I made at Seville, to 
believe it. I became the diſcourſe of the whole city, 
which, during three weeks, came in crouds to the play- 


houſe in ſuch a manner, that the company, by this no- 


velty, recalled the-publick, which had begun to, deſert 
them. U began then in a manner that charmed every 
body; and this was the ſame thing as if I had adver- 
tiſed myſelf to be let-to the higheſt bidder. Twenty 
cavaliers of all ages, outvied one another in their prof- 


fers to me; and it I had followed my own inclination, 


I would have choſen him who was young and hand- 
ſome : but people of our ſtamp ought to. confult nothing 
but their intereſt and ambition, when a ſettlement is de- 
pending. For this reaſon, Dan Ambroſio de Niſana, a 
man already old and ugly, but rich, generous, and one of 
the moſt powerful. noblemen of . Andaluſia, had the 
preference. True, indeed, I made him. purchaſe my 
favours at a good price; he hired for mea grand houſe, 
which he furnithed-in a very magnificent manner, gave 
me an expert cook, two lacquies, a chamber-maid, and 


a thouſand ducats for my monthly expence, over and 


above rich cloaths and a pretty large quantity of jewels, 

What a change was this in my fortune! My reaſon 
could not ſupport it: I appeared to myſelf. all of a 
ſudden quite another perſon ; and I am nat ſurprized 
that there are girls who forget in a little time the mean- 
neſs and miſery from which they are reſcued by the ca- 
price of a man of quality. I will make a fair con- 


feilion ; the applauſe of the publick, the flattering diſ- 


courſe that I heard from all quarters, and the paſſion of 
Don Ambroſio, inſpired me with ſentiments of vanity 


that amounted to mere extravagance. I conſidered my 
talent as a noble title; I aſſumed the airs of.a woman 


of quality; and becoming as covetous as I had before 


been prodigal of my liniles, reſolved to limit my pro- 


ſpect to Dukes, Counts, and Marquiſles only. | 
- Signior. de Niſana came to ſup at my houſe every 
evening with ſoine of his friends; and I, on my fide, 


took 
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lieve it? we looked upon the laſt day as the moſt charm- 
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took care to invite the moſt engaging of our aQreſſes ; ſo 
that we commonly ſpent the belt part of the night in 
drinking and making merry. I accommodated myſelf __ 
mighty well to ſuch an agreeable life, which, however 
laſted but fix months. Noblemen are apt to change, 
otherwiſe they would be too amiable. Don Ambroſio 
forſook me, for a conqueſt he had made of a young 
creature from Grenada, who had arrived at Seville with 
ſoine charms, and the talent of W them to the 
beſt advantage. My affliction at his inconſtancy did not 
laſt, however, longer than four and twenty hours, [ 
choſe in his room a cavalier of two and twenty, called 


Don Lewis d'Alcacer, to whom, in point of perſon, few 


Spaniards could be compared. Thou wilt, doubtleſs, 
alk, and thou haſt reaſon ſo to do, why I took ſuch a 
young nobleman for wy gallant, when | knew the con- 
ſequences of ſuch a choice. But, beſides that Don 
Lewis had neither father nor mother, and alteady enjoyed 
his eſtate, I muſt tell thee, that theſe conſequences are 
not to be dreaded but by giils of a ſervile condition, or 
unhappy ſhe-adventureis. Women of our profeſſion 
are privileged perſons, and not at all anſwerable for the 
effects that our charms produce. So much the worſe 
for thoſe families whoſe heirs we pillage, 

Alcacer and I attached ourſelves fo ſtrongly to one 
another, that no mutual paſſion, I believe, ever equalled 
that with which we were inflamed. We loved with fo 
much fury, that one would have thought we were both 
enchanted : and thoſe who were acquainted with our 


Correſpondence, believed us the moit happy lovers in 


the world ; though we were in reality, the moſt miſer- 


.able. If Don Lewis had a perſon altogether amiable, 
he was at the fame time fo jealous, that he afflicted me 


inceſſantly with unjuſt ſuſpicions. It was in vain for me- 
to accommodate myſelf to this weakneſs, to conſtrain, 


myſelf fo far as not to look upon a man. His diſtruſt, 


ingenious in finding out crimes to lay to my charge, ten- 
dered my caution altogether uſeleſs. Our molt tender 
moments were always diſturbed by quarrels, which it 


was impoſſible to endure. Both of us loſt our patience, 


and we broke in a friendly manner. Wouldit thou be- 


ing 
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ing of our commerce. Equally fatigued with the trou- 
bles we had undergone, we expreſſed the utmolt joy in 
our mutual adieu. We were like two miſerable captives, 
who, after a rude ſlavery, at laſt recover their freedom. 
Since that adventure, I am always on my guard a- 
gainſt love. I will no more contract attachments that 
may diſtutb my repoſe it does not become thoſe of our 
profeſſion to ſigh like other people; and we ought not to 
entertain in private a paſſion, the ridicule of which we 
repreſent in publick. 
About this time, I afforded ſome employment to 
fame, which reported every where, that I was an ini- 
mitable aQreſs. On the aſſurance of this goddels, the 
players of Grenada wrote to me, propoling that I ſhould 
enter into their company ; and to let me know that the 
propoſal was not to be rejected, fent me an account of 
their daily expence, and rhe terms of their offer : from 
Which I concluded, that it would be for my intereſt to 


comply. I accepted it therefore; though at bottom, I 


was grie ved at parting from Phenicia and Dorothea, 
whom I loved as much as one woman is capable of loy- 
ing others of her ſex. I left the firſt buly in melting the 
plate of a little merchant goldſmith, who, out of va- 


nity, would have an actreſs for his miſtreſs. I. forgot 


to tell thee, that when I devoted myſelf to the ſtage, I 
changed, through whim, my name from Laura into that 


of Eſtella, under which appellation I ſet owt for Grenada. 


Here my firſt appearance was no leſs lucky than at 
Seville, and I ſaw myſelf at once ſurrounded by ad- 
miters: but being reſolved to favour none except in an 
honourable way, I behaved to them with fo much te- 
ſerve, that they were blinded by my affected modeſty. 
Nevertheleſs, that I might not be the dupe of a conduct 
that would be of no ſervice, and which indeed was not 


natutal to me, I was going to liſten to a young judge of 


the citizen race, who aſſumes the nobleman by. virtue of 
his office, a ſumptuous table and rich equipage, when I 
ſaw, for the firſt time, the Marquis de Marialva. This 
Portugueze lord, who travels through Spain out of curi— 
olity, ſtopped on his way at Grenada; and coming to 
the play one night, when I did not act, conſidered with 
great attention the actreſſes who preſented Oh 
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and found one to his liking. He made an acquaintance 
with her the very next day, and was ready to conclude 
the bargain, when I appeared on the flage. My figure, 
and the airs I gave myſelf turned the weathercock all 
of a ſudden; and my Portugueze attached himſelf to 
me only. To confeſs the truth, as 1 was not ignorant 
that my comrade had pleated that nobleman, I ſpared 
nothing to deprive her of her conqueſt; and I had the 
good fortune to accompliſh it. I know that ſhe bears me 
a grudge for my ſucceſs, but I could not help doing it; 
and ſhe ought to conſider, it is a thing ſo natural to 
women, that the beſt friends make no Erie of prac- 
tiſing it on one another. | | 


CHAP. VIII. The reception which Gil Blas met 
with from the players of Grenada, and his finding an 
old acquaintance behind the ſcenes. 


L had no ſooner finiſhed her ſtory, than an 
old aQtreſs, who lived in the neighbourhood, came 
to take her up in their way to the play-houſe. This ve- 
nerable ſtage- heroine would have been very proper for 
playing the part of the goddeſs Cotys. My filter did 
not fail to preſent her brother to this ſuperannuated fi- 
gure ; upon which, a great many compliments paſſed on 


both ſides. | 


I left them together, telling the ſteward's widow, that 


I would rejoin her at the theatre, as ſoon as I ordered 


my baggage to be carried to the Marquis of Marialva's 
houſe, to which he gave me a direction. I went imme- 
diagely to my own room; from whence, after having ſa- 
tished my landlady, I repaired with a man who carried 
my portmanteau, to a large furniſhed houſe where my 
new matter lodged. I met at the door his ſteward, who 
aſked me if I was not Dame Iiſtella's brother; and upon 


my anſwering in the affirmative, ſaid, ** Signior cava- 


lier, you are very welcome : the Marquis of Mari- 
alva, whoſe ſteward I have the honour to be, has or- 
dered me to give you a handſome reception, There 
is a chamber prepared for you; to which, if you 
pleaſe, I will ſhew you the way.” So ſaying he carried 
me to the top of the hoe, and ſhewed me into a cham- 
ber ſo ſmall, that a very narrow bed, a cheſt, eee 
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chairs quite filled it. This was my apartment. You 
won't be very much at large in this place, (ſaid my 
guide ;) but to make you amends, you ſhall be lodged in 
a ſuperb manner at Liſbon.“ I locked my pottmanteau 
in my chett, put the key in my pocket, and aſked. at 
what hour they ſupped. It was anſwered, that the 
Portugueze nobleman kept no table at home, but gave 
a certain monthly ſum to each domeſtic for his board. l 
put other queſtions to him, and learned, that the people: 
belonging to the Marquis were a parcel of happy ſlug- 
gards. After a ſhort converſation, I left the ſteward, to 
7 in queſt of Laura, agreeably ingroſſed with the pie - 
age I had conceived of my new place. | 

As foon as I arrived at the play-houſe-door, and told 
that I was Eſtella's brother I was admitted. You might 
have. ſeen the. guards as eager in making a paſlage for 
me, as if:T had been one of the 1noft conſiderable no- 
blemen ot Grenada. All the Servants and.door-keepe:s 
whom met, made me profound bows. But what I wiſh 
could paint to the reader, was my ſerio-comical recep- 
tion behind the ſcenes, where | found the e e all 
dreſſed, and ready to begin, The actors and actreſſes to 
whom Laura preſented me, poured upon me in ſhoals. 
The men overwhelmed me with. embraces; and the wo- 
men, in their turns, applying their painted. faces to mine, 
covered it with white and.red, Each deſirous of being 
the firſt to make their compliment, they ſpoke all toge- 
ther it was impoſſible. for me alone to anſwer ; but my. 
ſiſtet came to my. aſſiſtance, and her indefatigable tongue 
did not leave me in debt to any one. | 


The embraces of the actors and attreſſes did not ſuf- 


fice; for ,was-alſo obliged to undergo the civilities of 
the ſcene- painter, the muſic, prompter, candle-ſqutfer 
and his.deputy; in ſhort, of all the ſervants of the 
theatre, who, on the report of my arrival, came run- 


ning to behold me. One would have thought that all 


thete people were foundlings, who never had ſeen a. 
brother betore, 1 75 

Mean while the performance began; and ſome gentle- 
men, who were behind the ſcenes, ran to their places; 
while I like a child of the houſe, continued to converſe 
with thaie of the actots who were. not on the fiage. 
| 9 25 | Among 
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Among theſe, I heard one called Melchior : I was ſtruck 


with the name; I conſidered with attention the perſon 


who bore it, and imagined I had ſeen him ſomewhere, 


lat length tecollected him to be Melchior Zapata, that 


poor ttroller, who, as I have obſer ved in the firſt vo- 
lume of my hiſtory, ſoaked cruſts of bread in a ſpring. 
Faking him aſide accordingly, © Iam miſtaken (aid 5 | 
if you are not that Signior Melchior, with whom I had 
the honour to breakfaſt one day, at the ſide of a clear 
ſpring between Valladolid and Segovia. I was in com- 
pany with a journeyman barber ; we had fome.provi- 
lions in a knaplack, which being joined to yours, made up 
a pretty little repait, which was ſeaſoned with a thouſand 
agreeable allies.” Zapata having muſed ſome minutes, 
anſwered, ** You mention a circumſtance which I recal 
without difficulty: J was then returning to Zamora, 
from having made an unſucceſsful attempt on the tape 
at Madrid: I remember too, that I was in very bad 
ciicumltances.” * 1 iemember the fame thing (ſaid I) 
by this token, that you wore a jacket lined with play 
bills. You ſee I have not forgot it, no more than 
that you complained at that time of having too chaile 
a wife,” „Oh! I have no cauſe to complain of 
that at preſent, (ſaid Zapata with precipitarion) e- 
gad! my goſſip is very much reformed in that par- 
ticular ; and therefore my jacket is better lined than 
formerly.” vr 
] was going to congratulate him on his wife's reforma- 
tion, when he was obliged to leave me, in order to ap- 
pear upon the ſtage. Curious to know his ſpouſe, I 
made up to an actos, and defired he would ſhew her to 
me. This he did; ſaying, 4+ There the is: that is 
Narciſſa, the handſomeſt of our ladies, your ſiſter except- 
td.“ I immediately concluded, that this actreſs muſt be 
her in favour of whom the Marquis de Marialva had 
declared himfelt, before he had teen Eſtella; and my 
con;eCture was but too true.” When the play was over, 
conducted Laura to her lodging, whete | perceived ſe- 
veral cooks preparing a great entertainment. Thou 
may eſt ſup here,” (faid ſhe) I won't indeed, (ſaid I) the. 
Marquis, perhaps, will chooſe to be alone with you.” 
„O! not at all, (he replied) he is to be heile with two 


of 
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of his friends and one of our gentlemen ; and it is in 
thy own option to make the ſixth. Thou knoweſt 
that, in the houſes of actreſſes, ſecretaries have the 
privilege of eating with their maſters.” * True, 
(aid I) but it would be a little too early for me to 

ut myſelf on the footing of a favourite ſecretary, 
q muſt firſt enjoy his confivence, before I can merit 
that honourable priviledge. So ſaving, I left her, 
and repaired to my eating-houſe, which I intended to 
frequent every day, ſince my maſter kept no table at 
home. 


HAF. IX. He ſupped that evening with an ex- 
traordinary man: an account of what happened be- 
- tween them. 


T Obſerved in the hall a kind of old monk cloathed in 
coarſe grey cloth, who was at ſupper all alone in a 
corner. Sitting down out of crvriofity juſt oppoſite 
to him, I ſaluted him very civilly, and he ſhewed 
himſelf no leſs polite. My pittance being brought, I 
began to diſpatch it with a good deal of appetite; and 
while I eat in ſilence, I frequently looked at this perſon, 
whoſe eyes I always found fixed on mine. Fatigued 
with his ſtubborn perſeverance in looking ar me, I ad- 
dreſſed him in theſe words: Father, have we ever 
{cen one another befoie? You obſerve me, as if I was 
not altogether unknown to you.” 3 
He anſwered with great gravity, “ My reaſon for fixing 
my eyes upon you, is to admite the prodigious variety 
of adventures which are marked in the features of your 
face.” „ ſee, (ſaid I, with an air of raillery) that 
your revererice deals in metopoſcopy.“ * may boaſt 
of poſſeſling that art, (replied the monk) and of 
having made preſages, which have been verified by 
the event. I ami alto ſkilled in chiremancy, and will 
venture to fay, that my oracles are infallible, when! 
have compared the inſpection of the hand with that of 
the face.” 0 „„ 
Although this old man had all the appearance of a 
wile perſon, I thonght him ſo fooliſh, that I could not 
help laughing in his face. Inſtead of being offended, 
| he 


ſecret you with for. Inſtead of envying, rather pity me, 
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he ſmiled at my impoliteneſs, and continued ſpeaking 
in theſe words, after having ca't his eyes round the hall, 
to be aſſuted that nobody liflened ; © | am not ſurpriſed 
to ſee you ſo prejudiced againit two ſciences, which 
aie looked upon as frivolons in this age. The long and 
painful ſtudy which they demand, diſcourages all the 
Jearned men, who renounce and decry them, out of 


. deſpair of acquiring them. For my own part, I am not 


diſcouraged by the obſcurity in which they are ſhrouded, 
no more than by the difficulties which inceſſantly occur 
in the ſearch of chymical fcciets, and in the wonderful 
art of t:anſmuting metals into gold. 

But I don't ws Fs „(added he, recollecting himſelf) 
that I fpeak to a young cavalier, to whom my diſcourſe 
muſt in effect appear quite chimerical. A fample of my 
{kill will diſpole you much better than all I can ſay, to 
judge more favourably of my art.” With thele words, 
he took out of his pocket a phial full of red liquor; and 
then ſaid: here is an elixir which I compoſed this morn— 
ing of the juice of certain plants diſtillied in an alem- 
bick ; for IJ have employed almott all my life, like De- 
mocritus, in finding out the pioperties of minerals and 
ſimples. You ſhall ſee its virtue pat to the proof. The 
wine which we now drink to ſupper, though it is exe- 
crable, ſhall become excellent.” So ſaying, he put 
into my bottle two drops of his elixir, which render- 
ed my wine mote delicious than the beſt that is drank in 
Spain, | | | | 
The marvellous ſtrikes the imagination; and when 
once that is gained, the judgment is no longer uſed. 
Chaimed wita ſuch a fine ſecret, and perſuaded that he 
muſt be more than the devil who could find it out, I 
cried in a tranſport of admiration, Oh! lather, pray 
pardon me, if I took you at firſt for an old fool; I now 
do juſtice to your capacity, and need no more than I 
have ſeen, to be aſſured, that you could, if you pleaſed, 
convert in an inſtant a bar of iron into an ingot of gold. 
How happy ſhould I be, could I poſſeſs ſuch an admir- 
able ſcience.“ Heaven pieſerve you from ſuch an ac-— 
quiſition, (ſaid the old man, intertupting me with a pro- 
found ſigh.) You don't know, my fon, what a fatal 


for 
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for having beſtowed ſo much pains to make myſelf uns 
happy. TI live in continual diſquiet. I am afraid of 
being diſcovered, and that my labours will be rewarded 
by perpetual impriſonment. In this apprehenſion lead 
a wandering life, diſguiſed ſometimes like a prieſt or 
monk, and ſometimes like a peaſant or cavalier. Is it 
then an advantage to know how to make gold at that 
price? And are not riches a real puniſhment for thoſe 
per ſons who cannot enjoy them in tranquillity ? | 

This diſcourſe ſeeming to me very ſenſible, I faid to 
the ſage, There is nothing like a quiet life: you give 
me a diſguſt at the philoſopher's ſtone; and I will be 
contented with learning of you the future events of my 
lite,” „ With all my heart, child, anſwered he, I have 
already made my remarks on your features: let us now 
ſee your hand.” I preſented it to him with a confidence 
that will not do me much honour in the opinion of ſome 
readers; and he having examined it with great atten- 
tion, exclaimed in a fit of enthuſiaſm, Ah! what 
tranſitions from grief to joy, and from joy to grief! 
What capricious ſucceſſions of misfortune aud ptoſpe— 
rity! But you have already experienced a great deal of 
thele vicitlitudes. N05 have not a great many more 
afflictions to undergꝭ; and a nobleman will conjer upon 
you an agreeable deſtiny, not ſubject to change.“ At- 
ter having aſſured me, that I might depend on this pre- 
diction, he bade ine farewell, and went out of the 
eating-houſe, leaving me quite ingtoſſed with the things 
which I had heard. 1] did not at all doubt that the 
Marquis de Marialva was the nobleman in queſtion ; 
and of confequence, nothing ſeemed more poſſible than 
the accomplithment of the oracle. But though I had 
not ſeen the leaſt appearance of probability, I could not 
have helped repoſing an iotire belief in the pretended 
monk, ſo much authority had he atquited in wy opinion 
bv his elixir, On my fide, that I might haſten the hap- 

inc!s that was predicted to me, I reſolved to attach 
mytelf to the Matquis more than I had done to any of 
my viaiters; and having formed this reſolution, I retired 
to our houſe in a tranſport of joy that I cannot expreſs. 
Never did a woman leave a foitune-teller with more 
ſatislaction. | | 
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CHAP. X. The commiſſon that the Marquis de 


Marialva gave to Gil Blas. and the manner in which 


that faithful ſecretary acquitted himfelf of it. 


HE marquis was not yet come home from the 
lodgings of his aQreſs ; and I found his valets 
de chambie playing at primero, in his apartment, ex- 
pecting his return, I made up to them, and we amuſed 
ourſelves in making merry till two o'clock in the morn- 
ing. when our matter arrived. He was a little ſurpriſed 
to ſee me, and laid with a gracious air, which made me 
guels that he returned very wel! fatished with his even- 
ing's pleaſure, © How, Gil Blas! not yet a-bed?” I 


anſwered, that | was kr willing to know what orders 


he had for me. I hail, perhaps, (he reſumed) give 
you a commiſſion to-morrow morning; but it will be 
time enqugh then to tel! you the paiticulats. Mean 
while, you may go to reſt; and henceforth remem- 
ber, that 1 diſpente with your attendance in the 


evening, having occaſion for no body but my valets 
de chambre.“ 


After this explanation, which at bottom gave me a 
good deal of pleaſure, ſince it pafed me a piece of 


ſubjection which I thould hive ſometimes felt in a very 
difagreeable manner, I left the Marquis in his apart- 
ment, and retiring to my garret went to bed ; but zav- 
ing no inclination to fleep. it came into my he cad; that I 
ſhould follow the advice which Pythagoras gives us, of 
recollecting at night all that we have done in the day, 
in order to applaud our good, and condemn our bad 
actions. 

I did not find my conſcience clear enough to be ſatiſ- 
fied with my conduct; but feproached mytelf with 
having ſupported the impoſture of Lana. In vain did I 
ſuggett as an excuſe, that ] could not in We give the 


lye to a girl, who had nothing in view, hut to do me a 


pleature ; and that, in ſome hape, | !tound myſelf un— 
der a neceffity of being an accomplice '1 the cheat. 
Little farishea with this apology, | arte, ed, that 1 


ought nat then to have puthed thin, 25 0 fir; and that I 


mutt have a great deal of impudence to Row win a 
VorL. III. D noble- 
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nobleman, whoſe confidence I fo ill repaid. In ſhort, 
after a ſevere exaniination, I concluded, that if I was 
not a rogue, I was next kin to it. 

From thence paſling to the conſequences, I repreſent- 
ed to mylelt, that I played a very high game, in deceiy- 


ing a man of quality, who, for my ſins, would perhaps 


ſoon diſcover the trick. A reflection ſo judicious terti— 
hed me not a little; but the ideas of pleaſure and inte- 
reſt ſoon diſſipated iny fear. Beſides, the prophecy of 
the man with the elixir, would have been ſufficient to 
remove niy doubts. I gave myſelf up, therefore, to the 
molt agreeable fancies : I formed new rules of arith- 
metick, to reckon within myſelf the ſum to which my 
wages would amount at the end of ten years ſervice. 


To this I added the gratifications which I ſhould receive 


from my mailer ; and meaſuring them by his liberal dil- 


poſition, or rather by my own deſires, I had an intem- 


perance of imagination, (it I may be allowed the expteſ- 
ſion) which-ſer no bounds to my fortune. I was gra- 
dually,Julled by fo much wealth, and fell aſleep, in 


the very act of building caſtles in Spain. 


Next day, | got up at eizht o'clock in the morning, to 


go and receive my patron's orders; but as I opened my 
duor to go out, I was very much furpiiſed to fee him 


appear before me all alone, in his night-cap and morn- 
ing-gown. © Gil Blas, (ſaid he) laſt night, when J 
left your ſiſtet, I promiſed to be with her this morning; 
but an affair of conſequence hinders me from keeping 
my word. Go and affure her from me, that I am very 
much mortißed at the diſappointment ; and tell her, I 
ſhall certainly ſup wit her in the evening. This is not 


all, (added he, putting into my hand a purſe with a little 


ſhagreen box enriched with diamonds) carry this my 


picture to her, and keep this purſe of fifty piſtoles, which 


I give as a mark of the titendthip J have already con- 
ceived for you,” I took the picture with one hand, and 
the puiſe | to little deterved with the other ; running 


inſtantly to Lina, ſaying in the excels of joy with 


which I was tranſported, © Good! the prediction is 
viſibly accompliſhing What happineſs is it to be the 
brother of ſuch a handiome and gallant gil? What a 


pity 
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pity it is, that there is not as much honour as profit 
and pleaſure in it? 

Laura, contrary to the cuſſom of people of her pro- 
feſſion being uſed to riſe early, I ſurpriſed her at her 
toilet; where, in expeCtation of the Partugueze, ſhe 
joined to her natural beauty all the auxiliary charms 
that the art of coquetry could beſtow. “ Amiable 
Eitella, (faid I to her when [I entered) the loaditone of 
ſtrangers, I may now fit at table with my maſter, ſince 
he has honoured me with a commiſſion which gives me 
that preiogative, and of which I come to acquit my- 
ſelf. He cannot hae the pleaſure of your company 
this morning, as he 11opoſed ; but for your conſola— 
tion, will ſup with you at night: and he ſends you 
his picture, which to me ſeems a matter of ſtill greater 
conlolation.” 

I accordingly gave her the box, which, by the bright 
ſparkling of the diamonds that adorned it, infinitely re- 
joiced her eye-ſight. Sve opened it, and ſhutting it 
again, after having conlidered the painting ſuperiicially, 
returned to the ſtones, wante beauty ſhe cxtolled, fay- 
ing with a ſmile, IThele ate copies which we wo— 
men of the ſtage value more than originals,” 

I then told her that the generous Portugueze, when 
he entruſted me with the pictu e, had gia ied me with 
a purſe of fifty piſtoles. I congratulate thee upon thy 
good fortune, (taid ſhe to me) this nobieman begins 
where others even rarely end.” „ To you, my dear 
creature, (I replied) I owe this prefent ; the Marquis 
be towed it upon me ſolely on account of my being your | 
brother.“ 1 with (faid the) tnat he would give you as 
much every day; for I cannot expreſs how dear thou 
art to me. The very firſt moment l taw thee, I artach-. 
ed myſelf to thee by a tie too ſtrong for time to break, 
When I loft thee at Madrid, I did not deipair of hnd- 
ing thee again; and yeſteiday, when I ſaw thee, re- 
ceived thee as a man whom tate brought back to my 
arms, Ina word, my friend, heaven has deſtined us 
for one another: thou ſhalt be my huſband ; but we 
muſt firſt enrich ourſelves, I want to have two or 
three more intrigues to make thee caly for lite.” 

D 2 | I thanked 
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I thanked her in a polite manner, for the trouble ſhe 
intended to take on my account ; and we inſenſibly en- 
gaged in a converſation that Jaited till noon. ThenT re- 
tired, to give an account to my maſter of the manner in 
which his preſent was received; and though Laura had 
given me no inſtructions on that ſubject, I did not fail to 
compoſe by the way a fine compliment, which ] in- 
tended to repeat in her name. But when: | went home, 
] was told that the Marquis had gone out: and it was 
decreed that I ſhould ſee him no more; as may be 
perceived in reading the following chapter. 


CHAP. XI. Gil Blas receives a fiece of news, 
which is like a thunderbolt to him. 


| Gong to my eating-houſe, where meeting two 
men of a very agreeable converſation, I dined and 
fat at table with them, till it was time to go to the play, 
Then we parted ; they went about their own aitairs, and 
I took the road fo the theatre. I muſt obſerve by the 
bye, that I had ail the reaſon in the world to be in good 
humour ; mirth had reigned' in my converſation with 
theſe two gentlemen ; my fortune had a moit ſmiling 
face; yet notwithflanding my ſpirits ſunk, without my 
knowing the reaſon, and without my being able to 
keep them, up. It was, doubtleis, a preſage ot the 
misfortune with which I was threatened. 

As I entre the green-room, Melchior Zapata came 
to me, and telling me ſoftly to follow him, carried me 
into a private piace, and addrefled me in this manner, 
« Signior Cavalier, I think it my duty to. give you a 
veiy important piece of intelligence. You know that 
the Marquis de Marialva had, at firit, a paſſion for Nar- 
ciſſa, my wife; and already appointed a day to come 
a keathceot my rib, when the artful Eftella found 
1 eans to bicak the b bargain, and aliure the Portugueze 
n« bi-man to her own charms. You may well believe, 
that an actreſs does not loſe ſuch a good prey without 
vexation. My ipoute has this affair at heart, and is cap- 
able of unde. taking any thing to be revenged : the has 
now a fair occaſion. Ye! ierday, if you remember, all 
our ſervants crowded to fee you: when the under candle 
ſnuffer told ſome of the company, that he knew your 

ver 
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very well, and that you was nothing leſs than Eſtella's 
brother. 

This report (added Melchior) reached the ears of 
Narcifla, w ho did not fail to interrogate the author, and 
he bas confirmed his aſſettion, by elling her, that he 
knew you Arſenia's valet, at the ſame time that Eitella, 
under the name oi Laura, {erved that actrels at Madrid. 
My wite, charmed with this diſcovetry, will impart it 
to the Marquis de Marialva, who is to be at the play this 
evening. Take your meafures accordingly z if you are 
not actually Eitella's brother, 1 advite you, as a friend, 
and on account of our old acquaintance, to provide for 
your ſafety. Narciſſa, who demands but one victim, 
has allowed me to give you this notice, that you may 
prevent any ſinider accident by immediate flight.“ 

It would have been ſuperfluous i in him to tay more 
of the matter. I thanked the ſtage-player for his in- 
formation, and he eaſily perceived, by my terrified 
look, that I was not the man to give the candle-ſnuffer 
the lye. I did not feel the leait inclination to depend 
upon my effrontery : | was not even tempted to bid 
Laura farewel, leit ſhe ſhould have irfilled upon my 
facing it out. I could very well conceive, that the was 
an actreſs of ſuch ſkiil, as to be able to extricate herſelf 
out oi the dilemma; but I ſaw nothing except an in- 
fallible chaſtiſement for me, and I was not ſo much in 
love as to brave it. My ſole ſtudy being, theretore, to 
eſcape with my houſhold goods, I mean my baggage, I 
diſappeared from the playhoule in a twinkling, and with 
the utmoſt diſpatch, cauſed my portmanteau to be tranſ- 
ported to the houſe of a carrier, who was to ſet out for 
Toledo, at three o'clock next morning. I could have 
wiſhed to be with the Count de Polan, whole houſe 
ſeemed my only aſylum: but | was nut yet there, and 
I could not, without the utmoſt unealinefs, think on 
the time I had to ſtay in a city, where I was afraid 
they would ſearch for me even in the night, | 

I did not, for all that, omit going to ſupper, a * 
eating-houſe, altbough | was as much diiluibed 


_ debtor, who knows that there are bailiffs at his hooks. | 


What I eat that evening, did not, I believe, produce ex- 
gellent chyle in 1 my ſtomach. Being the nulerable ſport 
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of fear, I examined every body that came into the hall; 
and when unluckily, any ill-Jooking fellow entered, (a 
common caſe in theſe places) I ſhivered with dread. 
Having ſupped, in the midtt of continual alarms, I roſe 
from table, and returned to the carrier's houſe, where ! 
threw my ſelf on a truſs of freſh ſtaw, and lay till the 
hour of vur departure. 

Mean white, my patience was ſufficiently exerciſed. 
I was attacked with a thouſand difagreeable refleQions: 
when I chanced to ſlumber, I beheld the furious Mar- 
quis mangling the fair face of Laura with blows, and 
demoliſlling every thing in her houſe ; or heard him or- 
der bis ſervants to make me periſh under the baſtinado. 
Then ſtartiug, Jawoke; and though to wake is uſually 
a great comfort after fuch a-tertible dream, waking was 
to me more dreadiul than the dream itſelf. Happily for 


me, the carrier delivered me from my affliction, by giv- 


ing me notice that his mules were ready. I was imme- 
Giately a foot, and thank heaven! ſet out radically 
cured of chiromancy and Lauia. In proportion as we 
moved from Grenada, my mind reſumed its tranquillity ; 
and I began to enter into converſation with the carrier. 
J laughed at ſome pleaſant ftories he recounted, and loft, 
inſeuſibly, all my tear. TI enjoyed a ſound ſleep at U- 
beda, where we lay the firſt night, and on the fourth 
arrived at Toledo. os 

My firſt care was to aſk a direction for the Count de 


Polan's houſe. whither I repaired, very well perſuaded 


that he would not ſuffer nie to lodge in any other place: 
but I reckoned without my holt ; for I found no body 
at home, but the houſckerper, who told me that his 
maſter had ſet out in the evening for the caſtle of 
Leyva, having received a meflage that Seraphina was 

dangeroully ill. Nb 
I did not expect the abſence of the Count, which di- 
miniſhed the joy I telt in being at Toledo, and induced 
me to take another reſolution. Finding myſelf fo near 
Madrid, I relolved to go thither; reflecting that I might 
puth mylelt at court, where a ſuperior genius, as J had 
heard, was not abloiutcly neceſſary to make a fortune, 
The very next day, I took the advantage of a 1etuin 
hotte tor that capital of Spain; and fortune conducted 
| me 
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me thither, in order to make me act higher parts than 


thoſe which I had hitherto performed, 
CHAP. XII. Gl Blas tales lodgings in a houſe where 


he cantratts an acquaintance with captain Chinchilla. 
The charader of that officer ; with an account of the 
affair that brought him is Madrid. 


IN my firſt arrival at Madi id, I fixed my habitation 
in a houſe that was let into lodgings, where lived, 


among other people, an old captain, who had come 


from the {arther end of New cailile, to folicit at court 
for a penſion, which he thought he had but too well de- 
ſet ved. His name was Don Hannibal ds Chinchilla, It 
was not without ng that I beheld him tor the 
firſt time, being a man turned of fixty, of a gigantic ſtature, 
and extiemely meagre. He wore a pair of thick whiſ- 
kers that cuf led up to his temples on each fide. Over 


and above his want of a leg and arm, a large plaifter of 


green filk ſupplied the place of one eye; and the ſcars 
of many wounds appeaied on his face. Theſe things 
excepted, he was pretty much like another man. Be- 


ſides, he had a good deal of underſtanding, and ſtill 


more gravity ; was ſcrupulous in his motials, and, in 

rom picqued himſelf on his delicacy in point of 
onour. | | 

Alfter having converſed with him two or three times, 

he honoured me with his confidence. I ſoon became 

acquainted with all his affairs. He recounted to me on 


what occaſions he had left an eye at Naples, an arm in 


Lombardy, and a leg in the Low Countries, What I 


acmired in his narration of battles and ſieges was, that 
not one gaſconade eſcaped him, nor even a word in his 


own praiſe ; though I could have williagly pardoned him 
for boaſting of the half of himſelf that remained, as an 


indemnification for the other half that he had loft. 
Thoſe officers who return from the wars fate ard found 
are ſeldom ſo modeſt. | | 


But he told me, the thing that gave him the moſt 
concern was, that he had ſpent a conſiderable eſtate in 


his campaigns, ſo that now his whole fortune was reduced 


to about an hundred ducats a year, which was ſcarce 
D 4 ſufficicut 
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ſufficient to maintain his whiſkers, clear his lodging, 
and pay for the writing his memorials. -** For in ſhort, 
Signior Cavalier, (added he, ſhrugging up his ſhoulders) 
I preſent one, thank God, every day, without being fa- 
voured with the leaſt notice. One would ſay, that there 
is a wager between the prime miniſter and me, which of 
us ſhall firſt fail, I in giving, or he in receiving them. I 
have alfo had the honour to preſent ſeveral to his ma— 
jeſty; but the curate ſings no better than his clerk 
and, in the mean time, my caſtle of Chinchilla ſinks ' 


into ruins for want of reparation.” 


We muſt deſpair of nothing, (ſaid IT to the captain) 
you are row perhaps on the eve of ſeeing all your toils 
and troubles repaid with intereſt,” © I ought not to 
flatter myſelf with that hope, (replied Don Hannibal) 
three days ae not yet elapled, ſince I ſpoke to one of 
the miniſter's ſecretaries, and, if I may believe what he 
laid, | may wake myſelf very ealy.” © And pray, 
what did he ſay? (I replied) did he pretend that you was 
not worthy of a recompence ?” ** You ſhall judge, (re- 
ſumed Chinchilla.) The ſecretary told me, very plain- 
ly, * Matter What-d'ye call-'um, don't brag ſo much 
of your zeal and fidelity. You have done no more than 
your duty, in expoſing you: ſelf to danger in behalf of 
your countiy, The glory alone which attends brave 
actions, is a ſufficient recompence, and ought to fatisfy a 
Spantard in particular. You muſt undeceive yourlclf, 
therefore, if you look on the gratihcation you ſolicit, as 


a debt due to your valour. Provided it be granted to 


you, you will owe it entirely to the favour and geneio- 
lity of the king, who is pleated to think himſelf 10- 
debted ro thole of his ſubſects, who have diftinguiſhed 
themſelves in the ſervice of the ftate. You lee, by 
this, (purſued the captain) that I aro ſtill in its debt, 


and that, in all likelihood, I ſhall return as lich as 1 


came,” 

One na: ufally interes himſelf for a brave man in ad- 
veifity, lencovriiged him to perſevere, and otierted to 
write his memori2ls gratis, 1 even went ſo far as to offer 
him my pufſe, and to conjure hin: to take out of it what 
money he wanted. But he was none of thoſe who never 


wait lor a ſecond invitation on thele occaſions. Or tie 


Contrary,* 
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contrary, he ſhewed himſelf very delicate on this point, 
and thanked me, in a loſty manner, for my good- will. 
He afterwards told me, that rather than be a burden to 
any body, he had accuſtomed himſelf, by degrees, to 
live ſo frugally, that the leaſt nouriſument was ſufficient 
for his ſubſiſtance. This was but too true: his whole 
food conliited of leeks and onions ; and, therefore, he 
was nothing but [kin and hone. That he might have no 
witnels of his wretched 1epaſt, he uſed to lock himſelf 
u, in his chamber at meals. I obtained of him how- 
ever, by dint of intreaty. that we ſhouid dine and fup 
together; and deceiving his pride by an ingenious com- 
palſion, ordered more victuals and liquor, than I had oc- 
cation for, to be brought, and urged him to eat and 
drink. At firſt he ſtood upon ceremony, but at length 
he vielded to my intieaties. After which, becoming 
inſenſibly more bold, he, of himſelf, aſſiſted me in. 
clearing my plate, and emptying my bottle. 

Whea he had diank four or five draughts, and recon— 
ciled his ſtomach to good nourtthment ; ** Truly (ſaid he, 
with an air of gaiety) you are very bewitching, S:gnior 
Gil Blas, you make me do what you pleaſe z your be- 
haviour diveits me of all fear of abuting your be- 
neficent di:pofition.” My captain, at that time, feem- 
ed ſo well rid of his ſhame, that if I had laid hold 
of the opportunity of preſſing him again to accept 
my puiſe, I believe he would not have refuſed it. 
But i did not put him to the tial z. contenting myſelf. 
with having made him my meſs mate, and with taking 
the trouble not only of writing his memottals, bu alto 
of helping him to compole them. By means of having 
o pid homilies, I had learned to turn a period, and 
vas become a kind of author. The old. officer, on 
his part, piqued himſelf on his knowledge in com- 
poſi ion: to that exerting ourtelves together, thiough 
emulation, we produced morſels of eloquence, . worthy. 
of the moſt celebrated maſters of Salamanca. But in 
vain did each ot us exhauſt his genius, in ſowing flow- 
eis ot erotic In thoſęe memorials ; it was no better, 
as he ſaylig is, than ſowing them on ſand Whatever 
expe ut we fell upon to enhance the ſervices of Don 
Hannibal, the court paid no regard to it. A circum- 
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ſtance that did not at all engage the old invalid to make 


the elogium of thoſe officers, who ruin themſelves in 
the field. In his bad humour, he curſed his fate, and 
wiſhed Naples, Lombardy, and the Low Countries, at 
the devil. | | 
To compleat his mortification, it happened one day, 
that unde! his very noſe, a poet introduced by the Duke 
d'Alva, having rehearſed, in the preſence, an ode on the 
birth of an | niarta, was gratified with a penſion of five 
hundred ducats. I believe the maimed captain would 
have run mad on this occaſion, had I not been at great 
pains to recompoſe him. What is the matter? (ſaid 
I, ſeeing him quite beſide himſelf) there is nothing in 
this that ought to give you uneaſineſs. Has it not been 


the privilege of pocts, time imniemortal, to make piinces 


pay titbute to the mule ? There is not a crowned head 
in the world, that does not gratify one of thole gentle- 
men with a penſion: and, between you and me, theſe 
ſorts of rewaids being generally tranſmitted to the know- 
ledge of poſteiity, inimortalize the liberality of kings; 
whereas the other recompences which they beſtow, are 
often but ſo much lots to their reputation. How many 
rewards did Auguſtus diipenſe ? How many penſions 
did he grant, of which we have not the leaſt in- 
timation ? But the moſt remote poſterity will always 
know, as we do, that Virgil reccived near two hund- 
red thouſand crowns from the bounty of that em— 
eror,” | 7 

Notwithſtanding all I could ſay to Don Hannibal, 
the fiuits of the ode ſtuck in his ſtomach like lead; and 
as he could not digeſt it, he reſolved to abandon the 
whole of his purſuit. But firſt, being willing, as his 
laſt effort, to preſent one other memorial to the Duke of 
Lerma; we went together to the houle of that prime 
miniſter, where we met a young man, who having ſa— 
luted the captain, ſaid to him, with an affectionate air, 
„My dear, old maſter, is it you ! what affair has brought 
you hither? if you have occaſton for a per ſon of intereft 
with his highneſs, pray command me; I offer you my 
good offices.” How, Pediillo ! (replied the captain) 
to hear you talk, one would imagine you enjoy ſome im- 
portant poſt in this family,” „ I have, at leaſt, (an- 
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ſwered the young man) power enough to be of ſervice 
to an honeſt country gentleman like you.” © If that 
be the caſe, (laid the officer, with a tmile) I have re- 
courſe to your piotection.“ „ Tis granted, (reſumed 
Pediillo) let me know what is the buſineſs, and I pro- 
miſe you ſhall get ſome ſnips out of the miniſter,” 

We had no ſooner communicated the affair to this be- 
nevolent young fellow, than he aſked where Don Hanni- 
bal lodged ; in which being ſatisfed, he aſſutred us, 
that we ſhould hear of him next day; and then diſap- 
peared, without giving us the leaſt hint of what he in- 
tended to do, or even telling us whether or no he be- 
longed to the Duke of Lerma. I was curious to know 
who this Pedrillo was, that ſeemed fo ſp:ightly. 4 He 
is a young ſellow (ſaidthe captain) who ſerved me ſome 
years ago, and who ſceing me in want, left me to go in 
quelt of a better place.] don't blame him for that: it 
1s very natural for one to change for the better. He is a 
wag who does not want underſtanding, and is as in- 
triguing as the devil: but in ſpight of all his art, I don't 
depend a great deal upon the zeal wich he has expreſ- 
fed in my behalf.” * Who knows, (ſaid I) but he. may 
be of ſome uſe ? If he belongs, for example, to ſome 
one of the Duke's principal othcers, he may have it in 
his power to do you ſervice, You are not ignorant that 
every thing is carried, a among the great, by cabal and 
intrigue; that they have favourite domettics, who lead 
them by the noſe ; ; and that theſe . in their turn, 
are governed by their own valets.” 

Next morning, Pedrillo coming to our lod ings, 
Gentlemen, (taid he) it I did not explain Ws, t yeſ- 
terday, on the means I have of ferving captain Chin- 
chilla, it was becauſe we were not in a place proper for 
ſuch an explanation. Beſides, I was willing to ſound 

the buſineſs, before 1 diſcloted it to you. You muft 
know then, that | am the lacquey and confident of 
Signior Rodrigo de Calderona, the Duke of Lerma's 
firit ſecretary. My maiter, who is very much addicted 
to gallantry, ſups every evening with an Arragonian 
nightingale, that he keeps encaged near the court. She 
is a very handſome girl, from Albarazin, of good under- 
ſtanding, and ſings to admiration; therefore ſhe is 


called 
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called Signiora Sirena. As I carry a dillet-doux to her 
every morning, I have juſt now ſeen her; I have pro- 
poſed that ſhe ſhall make Don Hannibal paſs for her 
uncle, and, on that ſuppoſition, engage her gallant to 
protect him. She is willing to undertake the affair; for, 
beſides the ſmall advantage ſhe forelees in it for herſelf, 
ſhe will he ext: emely glad to be thought the niece of a 
brave gentleman.” 

Signiorde Chinchilla made wry faces at this propoſal, 
and expreſſed a reluCtance in making himſelf an accom- 
plice of ſuch a prank , and ſtill more, in ſuffering a ſhe- 
adventurer todiſhonour his family, by ſaving ſhe belonged 
to it He was diſguſted at it, not only on account of 
bimſelf, but allo perceived in it, (if I may be allowed 
the expfeſſion) a retro-aQtive ignominy upon all his an- 
ce'lois. This delicacy ſeemed very unſeaſonable to 
Peqrillo who being ſhocked at it, exclaimed ** You jeſt, 
ſu te, to take it in that view! You are ſuch a ſet of peo- 
ple. you cottage "tquires, your vanity is quite ridiculous, 
Sig nion Cavalier, (he purſued addrefling himſelf ro me) 
are you not ſurpriſed at the ſcruples he makes? Egad! 
it is a fine th ing indeed, to ſtand on ſuch punctilios at 
court! Fortune is never neglected there, whatever 
ſhape it aſſumes.” 

I approved of what Pedrillo faid, and we harrangued 
the captain ſo ſucceſſively, that we prevailed upon him, 
inſprevt hinelt, to become Sirena's uncle, When 
we had gained 49 victory over his pride, we laid all our 
thiee heads toge 0 er, in oder to compole a new. menio=- 
ria] jor the win ter, and it wasreviſed, augmented, and 
correQed acco! Gvghy, | then wrote it out fair, and 
Pedrilio carried it to the Arragomian lady, who, that 
very evening, put it into the hands of Signio! Don Ro- 
drigo, io whom ſhe ſpoke in ſuch a manner, that the 
ſecretary belicving her ically the captain's niece, promiſ- 
ed to exe t himſelf in bis behalf. A few days after, we 
ſaw the effect of this our work, Pedrillo came to our 
lodging with an air oft. zumph: ** Good new>, (ſaid he 


to Chinchilla) the king eis going to make a diſtiibution 


o governnicuts, beuefices, and penſions, in which you 
Nall not be forgot. But | am ordered to aſk what pre- 
{ent you intend. to make to Sirena. As for wy own part 

] de- 
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] declare Fl] have nothing at all. Ipreſer the pleaſure 
of having contributed toward: bettering my old maſter's 
fortune, to all the gold in the word. But this is not 
the caſe with our nymph of Alharazin : the is a little 
Jewiſhly inclined, when the buſineſs is to oblige her 
neighbour : ſhe would take money of her own father 
ſo you may judge it ſhe will 1cfule it trom a pretended. 
uncle. 

Let her mention her ged. (replied Don Han- 
nibal) the ſhall, if ſhe pleaſes, have yearly one third of the 
penſion I obraio'; and that ought to ſatisfy her, it the 
vhole revenues of his Catholic Majeſty were concerned 
in the bargain.” © For my own part (replied Don Ro- 
drigo's Mercury) I would cheettully rely upon your 
word, becauſe I know the value of it; but you have to 
do with a little cieatuie, who is naturally diäruſtful. 
Beſides, ſhe would much rather have, once for all, 
two thirds of the product advanced in ready money.” 
« Where the devil does ſhe think I ihall and it, (cried. 
the officer, haſtily interrupting him) does ſhe think I am 
a money broker ? Ir ſeems you have not made her ac- 
quainted with my ſituation.” “ Pardon me (replied 
Pedriilo) ſhe knows very well that you are as poor as 
Job: after what | have told her, ſhe cannot be ignorant 
of your circumſtances. But don't give yourſelf any 
trouble about the matter, I am a man fertile in expedi- 
ents, I know an old rogue of a lawyer, who takes plca- 
ſure in lending his money at ten per cent. You thall 
make an aſſignment, with ſecurity to him, before a no- 
tary, of the firtt Year of your penſion, for the like ſum, 
waich you ſhall acknowledge ro have received from 
him, and which you will touch in effect, the interelt 
included. With regard to the fecurity, the lender will 
| be contented with your caſtle of Chinchilla, ſuch as ie 
is, fo that we ſhall have no diſpute upon that ſcore,” 

The captain proteited that he would accept of the 
conditions, if he ſhould be lucky enough to have any 
ſhare in the favou:s which were to be di tributed next 
day. And he was not viiappointed ; being g:atihed 
with a p: nfiun of three hundied piſtoles on a ceitain go- 
verninent. As ſoon as he underſtood this picce of news, 
he gave all the ſeculity that was demanded, waz 
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his little affairs, and returned to New Caſtile, with 
ſome piſtoles in his pocket. 


CHAP. XIII. Gl Blas meets his dear friend Fa- 
bricinus at court; their mutual jay ; they repair together 
ta a certain place, where a curigus converſation hap- 
pens between them. 


Contracted a cuſtom of going every morning to court, 
I where I commonly ſpent two or three hours, in ſee— 
ing the giandees paſs and repaſs, though they appeared 
there without that ſplendor which ſurrounds them in 
other places. | 

One day as I walked too and fro, and ſtrutted through 
the apartments, making, like many others, a fooliſh figure 
enough, I perceived Fabricius, whom I had left at Val- 
ladolid, in the feivice of an huipital diiector. What 
altoniſhed me was, that he talkec funiliarly to the Duke 
of Medina Sidonia, and the Marquis of Santa Cruz. 
Nay, theſe two noblemen ſeemed to liſten to him with 
pleaſure, and he was as well drefſed as a man of quality, 
Am I not miſtaken? ſaid Ito myſelt. Can this be the 
ſon of barber Nunnez? Perhaps it is ſome young courtier, 
who reſembles him ? 1 did not long remain in doubt: 


the nobleuien went away, and ] acco'i:d Fabricius. He 


knew me at firſt; and after having made me ſiqueeze 
through the crowd with him, and cet out of the apart- 
ments,“ My dear Gil Blas, (ſaid he, embracing me) lum 
rejoiced to fee you again. How art thou emple yed at 
Madrid ? art thou ſtill in fervice ? or halt thou ſome 


Poſt at court ? Give me an account of all that has hap- 


pened to thee ſince thy precipitate'retreat from Valla- 
dolid,” “ You aſk mea great many queſtions at once, 
(faid I) and we are not now in a proper place to relate 
adventures.“ Thou art in the right, (he replied) we 
ſhall be more at liberty in my lodgings. Come, I will 


| ſhew you the way; it ts not far from hence. J am quite 


my own matler, agreeably lodged, periectly eaſy in my 


happy, becaule I think mytelt fo.” 


I accepted the piopolal, and followed Fabricius, 
who topped before a very fine houſe, where he told me 
| he 


. circumſtances, I am contented with amy fituation, and 
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he lodged. We croſſed a court, where, on one ſide, 
there was a great ſtair- caſe that led to very ſuperb ap- 
partments, and on the other a ſmall flight, equally dark 
and narrow, by which we aſcended to the lodging he 
had ſo much extolled. It conſiited of one room only, 
which my ingenious friend had divided into four, by 
thin deal boards. Che firit ſerved as an antichamber to 
the ſecond, where he lay; he had made acloſet of the 
third, and a kitchen of the laſt. The chamber and an- 
tichamber were lined with maps, and theſes of Philoſo- 
phy, and the furniture was ſuitable tothis kind ofhang- 
ing ; conſiſting of a large brocard bed, very much 
worn, old chairs Covered with yellow ſerge, gainithed 
with a fringe of Grenada ſilk of the ſame colour; a 
table with gilt feet, covered with leather that ſeemed 
to be once red, and border'd with a tinſel fringe be- 
come black by the lapſe of time; with an ebony cup- 
board, adorned with figures coatrſely carved, He had 


initead of a bureau, in his cloſer a litile table ; and hi 


library was compoſed of ſome books, with ſeveial bun- 
dles of paper lying on ſhelves, placed above one another, 
along the wall. His kitchen, which was conformable 
to the reſt, contained ſome earthen ware, and other ne- 
ceſſary utenſils. | | 

Fabricius, after having given me time to conſider 
his apaitment, ſaid, What doſt thou think of my 
lodgiig and economy ? an't thou enchanted with 
them?” „ Yes, faith, (I replied ſmiling) I am ſo. 
Thou muſt have certainly played the cards well at 
Madrid, to be ſo well furniſhed. Thou doubtleſs, 
enjoyeſt ſome polt.” Heaven forbid! (replied | 
he) the buſineſs I follow is above all employments 
whatever. A man of faſhion, to whom this houte be- 
longs, gave me a room, which I have divided into four, 
and furniſhed as thou ſeeſt. I meddle with notuing but 
what gives me pleaſure, and feel not the ciavings of 
neceſſity.” „Play be more explicit (faid J. inter- 
rupting him) you irritate the defire I have of knowing 
what you do.” „Well, (ſaid he) thou halt be ſativhed. 
I am turned author, and have commenced wit; |, write 
in verſe as well as in proſe, and am equally good at 
every thing.” | | 

Thou a favourite of Apollo! (cried 1 laughing.) 

| I nis 
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This is what I never could have divined. I ſhould have 


been much lets ſurprized to have found thee in a quite 


contrary ſituation. What charms could thou find in 
the condition of a poet? Methinks theſe people are 


commonly deſpiſed in civil lite, and are lar from having 


an eſtabliſhed ordinary.“ O fy ! (cried he in his turn) 
thou talkett of thoſe miſerable authors, whoſe works are 


the refuſe of libraries and plays s. Is it to be wondered 


at, that ſuch writers are not elteewed 2 But good aus 


thors, my friend are on a better footing in the world; 


and ] may fry, without vanity, that I am one of that | 


number.” „ | don't at all doubt it, (ſaide I) thou art a 
young fellow of excellent genius. That which is com- 
poſed by thee cannot be bad. All that T am at a loſs 
to know is, how thou wall hilt ſeized with the rage of 
rhyme,” 


« Thy ſurprize is jnft, (replied Nunnez ;) I was ſo 


well ſatisfied with my ſituation while in the ſervice of 
Don Manuel Ordonnez, that I did not ſo much as with 
for any other. But my genius filing by degrees, like 
that of Plautus, above ſervitude, I compoſed a comedy, 


which was acted by the coinpany who. perfo:mec at. 


Valladolid. Although it was not worth a fig, it met 
with oreat ſucceis: from whence F concluded that the 
public was a good milch cow, which ealily parted with 
it's ſtore. This reflection joined. to the furious deſito 
of compoling new pieces, detached me from the hoſpital, 
The love of poetry, banithed my paſſion for riches ; and 
reſolving to repair to Madrid, as the centre of wit, in 
ordei to form my tatte, I demanded my diſmiſſion from 
the director, who did not grant it without regret, fo 
much affection had he conceived for me.” © Fabricius, 
(faid he) haſt thou any cauſe to be diſſatisfied ?” „ No, 
Sir; (I replied) you are the belt of maſters; and I am 

enetrated with your generoſity, But, you know, one 
muſt follow his deitiny. I hnd I am born to eternize my 


name by works of genius.” “ What folly poſſeſſes 


thee ! (reſumed the good citizen) thou hait already 
taken root in the hotpiral, and art of that kind of wood 
of which. ſtewards aud even direCtors are made, Thou 
art going to leave what is ſolid, in o dei to employ thy- 
ſelf in trifles; and thou wilt l0on repent of thy iinpiu- 
Gence, my child.“ | „ "TREE 
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« The director ſeeing that he oppoſed my deſign to 


no purpoſe, paid my wages, and over and above, made 
me a preſent of fifty ducats, as a recompence for my 
faithful ſervices : ſo, that with this, and what I found 
means to glean in the little commiſiidhs that were in- 
truſted to my integilty, | was ina condition, on my ar- 
rival at Madrid, to appear in a very handſome manner. 
This I failed not to do; though the writers of our nation 
don't much pique themſelves on theit neat appearance. 
I ſoon became acquainted with Lope de Vega“, Miguel 
Cervantes de Saavedra 4, and other famous authors; 
but in preference to theſe great men, I chote for my pre- 
ceptor, a young batchelor of Corcova, the 11.compara- 
ble don Lewis de Gongora, the fineſt genius that ever 
Spain produced. He will not allow his works to be 
printed in his life-time, but contents himſelf with readin 

them to his friends ; and what 1s very remarkable, na- 
ture has endued him with the rare talent of _— 
in all kinds of poetry. He chiefly excels in ſatiie, which 
is indeed his main ftrength. He is not (like Lucilius) 
a muddy 1iver that ſweeps along with it abundance of 
lime ; but rather the Tagus, that rolls over golden ſands, 
its limpid ſtream,” + Thou draweſt (ſaid Ito Fabricius) 
an agreeable picture of this fame batchelor ; and I don't 
doubt that a perſon of ſuch merit, has a great number of 
envious enemies.“ © All our authors, (he replied) good 
as well as bad, inveigh bitterly againſt him, He delights, 
ſays one, in bomibaſt, points, metaphors, and trantpoſi— 
tion. His verſes, faith another, are as obſcuie as thoſe 
which the Salian prieſts ſang in their proceſſions, and 
which no body underſtood. Others again find fault 
with his compoſing ſometimes ſonnets or romances, 
ſometimes comedies, ſtanzas and acroſtics; as if he had 
foolithly undertaken to eclipſe all the great matters in 
their different ways. But all theſe efforts of jealouſy, 


* Lope Felix de Vega Carpio, a renowned dramatic poet, as much 
admired by the Spaniards, as Shakefpear (with whom he was co- 
temporary) is by the Engliſh, He compoſed cighteen hundred pieces 
for the ſtage, in verſe, beſides 8 other works that preclaim the 
fruit 'ulnets of hit genius, | | 
Fay Miguel Cervantes de Saavedra, the celebrated author oi Don 

U120te, | 
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are baffled by a muſe that is cheriſhed by all ranks of 
people, fiom the higheſt to the loweſt. 1 5 

It was under this Heilt! maſter that I ſerved my ap- 
prenticeſbip, and I dare ſay, it has appeared : for, I 
have ſo happily imbibed his genius, that I have already 
compoſed ſome detached pieces which he would not 
bluſh to father. I opened my ware, (according to his 
example) in the houſes of the great, where I am won- 
derfully well received, and have to do with people who 
are not difficult to pleaſe. *Tis true, indeed, my ſuc- 
ceſsful beginniag has been of no diſſer vice to my later 
compoſitions. In ſhort Jam beloved by ſeveral. noble- 
men, and in particular live with the Duke de Medina 
Sidonia, as Hocace once lived with Mzcenas. You ee, 
(added Fabricius) in what manner I was metamoi photed 
into an author, I have nothing elle to relate; ſo, that 
it is now thy turn, Gil Blas, to rebearſe thy exploits. 

I opened accordingly, and ſuppteſſing every trivial 
circumſtance, gave him the detail he defired : after 
which, it being dinner time, he took out of his ebony 
cup- board, a couple of napkins, ſome bread, the remains 
of a ſhoulder of foaſt mutton, a bottle of excellent wine, 
and we fat down to table, with all the gaiety of two 
friends who meet, after a long ſeparation. © Thau ſeeſt 
(faid he) iny free and independent life: I might, if I 
would, go and dine every day with the people of qua- 


Iity ; but, belides«thar the poetic inclination keeps me 


oftentimes at home, Jam a fort of an Ariitippus ; and 
canequally accommodate myſelf to company and ſolitude, 
to affluence and frugality.“ We liked the wine fo well, 
that there was a n=cellity of ta ing another bottle from 
the ſtore ; and towards the end oi the repatlt, lexpreſſed 
a defire of ſeeing ſome of his pioduQions. He imune- 
diately ſearched among his papers for a ſonnet, which 
he read aloud with great einphaſis. Nevertheleſs, in 
ſpite of the charms of his reading, I found the perform- 
aiice fo obſcure, that I could not comprehend the mean- 
ing of one ſyllable. Perceiving my ignorance, ** This 
ſonnet (ſaid he) does not ſeem very clear to thy appre- 
henſion: is it not fo ?“ TI owned to him that I could 
bave wiſhed it had been mote plain. Upon which, he 
fell a laughing at my expence, Af this ſonnet (he * 

| | | ſumed) 
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ſumed) is not intelligible, ſo much the better. The 
Natural and ſimple won't do for ſonnets, odes, and other 
works that require the ſublime. The ſole merit of theſe 
is in their obſcurity ; and it is ſufficient if the poet him- 
ſelf thinks he underſtands them.” * You joke, friend, 
(ſaid J interrupting him) good ſenſe, and perſpicuity 
ought to be ingredients in poetry of all kinds Whatever; 
and if thy incomparable Gongora writes not more plain- 
ly than thou doſt, I confeſs my opinion of him ſinks 
apace. He muſt be a poet who can never deceive any 
other age than his own, Let us now have a ſpecimen! 
of thy proſe.” Herenpon, Nunnez produced a preface, 
which (he faid) he intended to prefix to a collection of 
comecies that he had then in the prels; and having iead 
it, alked my opinion. © Tam {ſaid I] no better pleaſed 
with thy proſe than with thy poetry. Thy ſonnet is a 
piece of verboſe fuſtian ; and thy preface is compoſed of 
far-fetched expreflions, words that have not the publick 
ſtamp, perplexed phtaſes; in a word, thy ſtyle is quite 
peculiar to thyſelf ; and the books of our beſt authors, 
antientas well as modern, are written in a quite different 
manner.” Poor 1gnoramus ! [cried Fabricius] thou 
doſt not know then that every proſaic writer who now 
aſpires at the reputation of a delicate pen, affects that ſin- 
gularity of ſtyle, and thoſe odd expreflions which thock 
thee ſo much. There are of us, five or fix bold inno- 
vators who have undertaken to make a thorough 
change in the language, and we will accomplithit (pleaſe 
God) in ſpite of Lope de Vega, Cervantes, and all the 
fine geniuſes who cavil at our new modes of ſpeech.” We 
are —— by a number of partizans of diſtinction, 
and have even ſome theologicians in our cabal. 
After all, (added he) our defign is commendable ; and 
prejudice apart, we are more valuable than thoſe natural 
writers, who ſpeak like the common run of mankind, 
I don't know for what reaſon they are eiteemed by ſo 
many perſuns of honour. '] heir manner. was proper 
enough at Athens, or Rome, where there was no diſtin di- 
on in point of ſpeaking ; ſo, that Socrates ſaid to Alcibi— 
ades, the people was an excellent ichool-matter : but at 
Madrid we have both agood and bad language, and our 
courtiers expreſs themielves quite othetwite than dur 
Citizens, 
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citizens, believe me. In ſhort our new ſiyle overtops 
that of out antagunilts, 1 will, by one example, make 
thee perceive the difference between the gentility of 
our diction, and the flatneſs of theirs. They would 
ſay quite plainly, (for initance) “ Intetludes einbelliſh a 
comedy.“ While we with more ſpirit, would pronounce 
“ Interjudes create beauty in a comedy.” Take no- 
tice of that, * Create beauty. Doſt thou perceive all 
the brilliancy, all the delicacy, all the prettineſs of the 
expieflion ?” 
I intertupted my innovator with a loud laugh.“ Go, 
Fab. icius, (taid I) thou artquite an original with this thy 
precious language.“ And thou beg he) art no 
better than a beaſt, with thy natural i:yle, Go, (ſaid 
he, iepeating the woius of the arcnbiſnop of Grenada) 
go and tell my treaturer,to give you an hundred ducats z 
and heaven direct you with tiat ſum; adieu, Mr, Gil 


Blas, 1 with you a great deal ot good fortune, with a 


little more tatte,” 

I redoubled my mirth at this fally, and Fabricius for- 
giving me 1or having {poke 10 irieverently of his writ- 
ings, loſt nothing of his good humour, We finiſhed our 
lecond bottle, and getting up irom table in a pretty 

ood tiim, went out with a deſign to walk into the 
Prado 1 but paſling by the door of a tavern, We took 
it in our heads to go in. 

This place was uſually frequented by good company: 
and pet e in two ſeparate hails, a great many ca- 
valieis amuling themſelves in different diverſions. In 
one, they played at draughts and primero ; and in the 
other, ten ortwelveperions were liitening very attentive- 
ly to a diſpute between two proteſted wits. We had no 
occaſion to go near them, in order to learn that a meta- 
piiyſical propoſition was the ſubject of their diſpute: 
tor, they talked with ſuch warmth and tranſport, that 

they looked like people poſſeſſed. I imagine if Eleazar's“ 


* Eleazar, a ſamous magician, who caſts out devils, by ty ing to the 


noſe of the poſtciſed, a certain myſticab ring, waich the damon no 


ſooner ſmelled, thin he overturned and abandoned the patient. He 
per forme: be fore the emperor Veſpatian, and in order to ther? the 
power he had over the devil, commanded him to overſet a pitcher 
of water. This the axmon NING complied with, to the 
a{loniſhrmaent or all preſent. 


ring 
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ring had been put under their noſes, we ſhould have ſeen 
devil- iſſue with their breath. Good God; (ſaid I 
to my companion) what palſion! what lungs! Theſe 
ditputants weie certainly born to be public criers. The 
grea eſt pa tot mankind ate miſplaced,” „ Yes, truly; 
(he replied) thete people ſeem to be of the race of 
Novins +. that Roman banker, wiote voice exceeded 
the noiſe of carmen. But (added he) what gives me the 
greateſt diſguſt at their diſcourſe, is, that our ears are 
ſtunned to no purpoſe.” We removed at a diſtance from 
thoſe vociterous metaphyſicians, and by that expedient, 
prevented a violent head-ach which had begun to 


ſeize me. We went and fat down in the corner of the 


other hall, whence, while we drank retreſhing liquors, 
we examined the cavaliers as they came in and went out 
as Nunnez knew almoſt all of them.“ Egad! (cried he) 
the diſpute of our phiiofophers won't be toon over: 
here ate freſh reinforcements arriving: theſe three men 
will engage in the fray, But ſeeſt thou theſe two ori- 


ginals going out? That little, ſwarthy, withered crea- 


ture, whole lank ſtrait hair falls down in equal portions 
before and behind, is called Don Julien de Vellanunno; 
and is a young judge who affects the beau: one of my 
friends and | going to dine with him tother day, ſur- 
prized him in a pretty ſingular occupation, He was di- 
verting himſelf in his cloſet, by thiowing away the wri- 
tings of a proceſs, of which he is to make a report, and 
making a greyhound bring them back again to him; 
while the dog tore them to pieces very handtomely. The 
name of that licentiate with the copper noſe, who ac- 
companies him, is D5n Cherubin Ponto, a canon of the 
Church of Toledo, the weakeit mortal in the world ; 
though by his {prightly ſmiling air, you would imagine 
he had a gieat deal of wit. He has bright ſparkling 


+ Novius, whom M. La Sage honours with the title of banker, 


was no other than a rank uſerer, who, from being a ſlave, came to 
be a rich citizen of Rome. Horace, who has perpetuated his infamy, 


has alſo immortalized the loutineſs of his voice in the ſixth ſatire of 
his firſt book, | 
. at hic ſi plauſtra ducenta 
Concurrant ue aro triaſunera magna tneb!t 
Cornua quod, vincatque tubas— 
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eyes, with an arch malicious ſneer; ſo that one would 
be apt to think him a wag. When he hears a delicate 
performance read, he liſtens with ſuch attention as ſeeins 


full of underſtanding, and all the while, comprehends 


nothing at all of the matter. He dined with us at the 
judge's bouſe, where an infinite number of witty things 


were ſaid: but he ſpoke never a word, though he ap- 


plauded them with grimaces and gettures that ſeemed 
even ſupe11or to the ſallies that we uttered.” 

Doſt thou know (ſaid I to Nunnez) theſe two ſhabby 
fellows, who with their elbows on the table, ſit in a 
corner, and converſe together in whiſpers?” “ No, (ſaid 
he) their faces are quite unknown to me: but, in all 
likelthood, they are coffee-houle politicians who cen- 
ſure the government. Mind that genteel cavalier who 
whiſtles as he walks through the hall, and ſupports him- 
ſelf ſometimes on one foot, ſometimes on another: that 
is Don Auguſtin Moreto, a young poet, who was born 
with ſome genius, but flatterers and ignorant people have 
almoſt turned his brain, "The man whom he accoils is 
one of his confederates, who is alſo moon-ſtruck, and 
rhimes in proſe. 

More authors ſtill! (cried he, ſhewing me two well 
dreſſed men coming in) one would think they had made 
a rendezvous here, to paſs in review before thee. Theſe 
are Don Bernard Defſenguado, and Don Sebaſtian de 
Villa Viciofa, The firſt is a genius tull of gall, an au— 


thor born under the planet Saturn, a malicious mortal, 


whoſe pleaſure conſilts in hating all the world, and is 
himſelt beloved by no body. As for Don Sebatian, he 
is a young fellow of candour, who will let nothing lie 
upon his conſcience ; he lately brought a performance 


on the Hage, which had an extraordinary run; and now 


he has printed it, that he may no 1 abuſe the el- 
teem of the public,” 


he charitable pupil of Gongora was going on in ex- 


plaining the figures of this picture, which ſhifted ſo often 


to the view; when a gentleman belonging to the Duke 
de Medina Sidonia, cane ard interrupted him, ſaying, 


« Stgnior Dor Fabrics: I was looking tor you, in order 
to ler you know that his grace would ſpeak with you im- 


mediately, at his own houſe, Nunnez, who knew that 
- a grandee's 
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a grandee's wiſhes cannot be too ſoon ſatisfied, quitted 
me in a trice, to go and wait upon his Mæcenas; while 


Itemained very much aſtoniſhed to hear him honoured 


with the appellation of Don, and ſee him thus become 


noble in deipite of his fire, maſter Chryſoſtom the 
barber. | 


CH AP. XIV. Fabricius introduces Gil Blas to the 


ſervice of Count Galiano, a Sicilian nobleman. 


Was ſo deſirous of ſeeing Fabricius again, that I 
viſited him early next morning.. Good morrow, (faid 
I, when I entered) Signior Don Fabricio, the flower, or 


rather glow-worm, of the Auſtrian nobility!” At theſe 


words he laughed heartily. «© Thou halt obſerved then 
(cried he) ae I am dubbed a Don?“ “ Yes, Mr. 
Gentleman, (I replied) and give me leave to tell you, 
that when you recounted your metamoiphoſis yeſterday, 
you forgot the belt part of it.“ © did fo, (anſwered he) 
but truly, if I have aſſumed that honourable title, it 
was not fo much with a view to gratify my own vanity, 
as to accommodate mylelf to that of others. Thou. 
knoweſt the humour of the Spaniards; they make no ac- 
count of an honeſt man, if he has the misfortune to be 
both poor and mean born. I muſt tell thee too, that I 
ſee ſo many people call themſelves Don Fiarciſco, Don 
Pedro, or Don what-you will, that, if there is no cheat 
in the caſe, thou wilt allow nobility to be a very com- 
mon thing, and agree, that a plebeian of merit honours | 
it by his aſſociation. But let us change the ſubject, 


(added he ;) laſt night J ſupped at the Duke de Medina, 


didonia's, where among other gueſts was Count Galiano, 
a Sicilian nobleman of the firit rank: and the converſa- 
tion turning on the ridiculous effects of ſelf-love, I, 
charmed, that I had it in my power to entertain the 
company on that ſubject, regaled them with the itory of 
the homilies, Thou mavetit well imagine they laughed 
heartily and cenſured the archhithop as he deſerved. 
This produced no bad effect for thee; for thou waſt 
pitied by every body ; and Count Galiano, after having 
alked a good many queſtions concerning thee, to 
which thou mayeſt believe I made ſuitable anſwers, de- 


N ſired 
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fired me to bring thee to his houſe. I was juſt now goin 

in queſt of thee, to conduct thee thither. I ſuppole he 
intends to offer thee the place of one of his ſecretaries; 
and | adviſe thee to acc-pt of it. The Count is rich, 
and ſpends like an ambaſſador, at Madrid: he is come 
to court, it is ſaid, to confer with the Duke of Lerma, 
ab ut the crown demeſnes which that miniſter deſigns to 
alienate in Sicily. In ſhort, Count Galiano, though a 
Sicilian, ſeems to be generous, juſt and open; and thou 
canſt not do better than attach thyſelf to him: he is 
the man, in all probability; who is deſtined to enrich 
thee, according to what was foretold in thy behalf at 
Grenada.” 

© TI had reſolved (faid I to Nunnez) to live at large 

a little, and enjoy myſelf a good while, before I ſhould 

o to ſervice again: but thou ſpeakeſt to me of this 
dicilian Count in ſuch a manner, as induces me to change 
my feſolution, and even to with I was already in his ta- 
mily,” ** Thou mayeſt foon be there, (he replied) or I 
am much mittaken” Ar the ſame time we went out 
together to the Count, who lodged in the houſe of his 
friend Don Sancho d' Avila, then in the country. 

We iound in the court a great number of pages 
and footmen, cloathed in a liveiy equally rich and gay; 
and in the anti-chamber ſeveral u'/ters, gentlemen, and 
othef offices, all magnihcently drefled; but withal fo 
ugly, that they looked like a company of apes in Spaniſh 
gaib. Thee are figures, both of men and women, on 
which all art 1s thrown a Way. 

Don Fab:icius having tent in his name, was immedi— 
ately introduced into a 100M, whither ] followed him; 
and fouud tie Count in „is morning-gown, fitting on a 
ſopha, and diinking chocolate. We taluted him with 
all the vemonttrations of the moſt profound reſpect; and 
be honouicd vs with au inclination of the head, accom- 


panied by ſuch a gracious mile, as at once gained my 


heait, A wonderful effect, though an ordinary one, 
which a-iavourable reception hom the great, pioduces 
in our biea.ts! They mutt receive us very ill indeed, 
before we be dilgu cd at their behaviour. | 
Having drank his choc'laie, he amuſed himfelf ſome 
time in playing with a large baboon that fat by him, and 
| WAS 
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was called Cupid. I don't know for what reaſon the 
name of that god was beſtowed on this animal, unleſs it 
was becauſe it had all his malice; for it reſembled him 
in nothing elſe. Such as it was, however, it did not 
fail, to give vaſt delight to its maſter, who was fo much 
charmed with its merry tricks, that he hugged it inceſ- 
ſantly in his arms. Though Nunnez and | were not 
much diverted with the gambols of this beaſt, we feign- 
ed ourſelyes enchanted with its performances; which 
pleaſed the Sicilian ſo much, that he ſuſpended the plea- 
ſure he enjoyed in this paſtime, to tell me, *©* Friend, 
you have it in your option to be one of my ſecretaries : 
if you like the place, I will give you two hundred piſtoles 
a year, without any other recommendation than that of 
Don Fabricio.” “ My lord, (cried Nunnez) I am 
holder than Plato, who had not courage enough to an- 
ſwer for one of his friends, whom he lent to the ty- 
rant Dionyſius. I am not afraid of bringing reproaches 
upon myſelf, by vouching for my friend.” 

I thanked the Aſtuf ian poet with a low bow, for his 
obliging confidence: then addreſſing myſelf to my pa- 
tron, aſſured him of my zeal and fidelity. This noble- 
man no ſooner perceived that [ reliſhed his propoſal, than 
he ordered his ſteward to be called; to whom havin 
communicated ſomething in a whiſper, he ſaid, « Gil 
Blas, I will tell you preſently what is to be the nature 
of your employment. Mean while, you may follow 
my ſteward, who has received orders concerning you.” 


laccordingly obeyed, leaving Fabricio with the Count 


and Cupid | 

The ieward, who vas a moſt ſubtle Meſſineze, con- 
ducted me to his apartment, where he loaded we with 
civilities ; and ſending for the taylor who had equipped 
the whole family, ordered him to make for me, with all 
ditpatch, a ſuit of cloaths of the ſame magnificence as 
thoſe of the principal officers. The taylor having taken 
meaſure of me, and retired, “ As for your lodging, 
(faid the Meflineze) J know a chamber, that will exaQly 
fit you. But have you breakfalled ?” (added he.) When 
I anfwered in the negative, Ah, poor lad, (ſaid be) 
why did not you ſpeak ? Come, I will ſhew you to a 
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place where, thank heaven, you may have what you 
will for the aſking.” 

So ſaying, he carried me down to the buttery, where 
we found the butler, a true Neapolitan, every whit as 
cunning as the Meſſenian. It might be ſaid of him and 
the ſteward, Theſe two make a pair. This honeſt but- 
ler, with five or ſix of his friends, were cramming them- 
ſelves with ham, cold tongue, and other reliſhing bits, 
which obliged them to redouble their draughts. We 


joined thele hearty cocks, and aſſiſted them in their at- 


tacks upon the Count's beſt wines. While this ſcene 

aſſed in the buttery, another ſuch was aQed in the 
Reben the cook alſo treated three or four tradeſmen 
of his acquaintance, who filled their bellies with rabbit 
and partridge pies: the very ſcullions enjoyed themſelves 
on what they could pilfer ; ſo that I thought myſelf in 
a houſe abandoned to pillage : yet theſe were but trifles, 
in compariſon to what I did not ſee. N 


CHAP. xv. Cent Geliano inveſts Gil Blas with 


an employment in his houſe. 


WENT to fetch my baggage to my new habitation ; 
1 and when I returned, the Count was at dinner, with 
ſeveral noblemen and the poet Nunnez, who called for 
what he wanted with an eaſy air, and mingled in the 
converſation. Nay, I obſerved that every word he 
ſpoke, afforded pleaſure to the reg, What a fine 
thing is genius! A man of wit can eaſily turn himſelf 
into all ſhapes. a 
dined with the officers, who were treated pretty 
much in the ſame manner as our patron ; and in the 
afternoon retired to my chamber, where I began to re- 
flect on my condition. Well, Gil Blas, (ſaid I to 
myſelf) thou art now in the ſervice of a Sicilian Count, 
with whoſe real character thou art utterly unacquainted. 
If we may judge by appearance. thou wilt be in this 
family like a fiſh in the water: but we mult ſwear to 
nothing; and thou ought'tt to diſtruſt thy fate, the ma- 
lignity of which thou haſt but too often experienced. 
Beſides, thou doſt not know for what employment thou 
alt retained; he has already two ſecretaries and a mw 
| | ald; 
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ard; what ſervice then does he expect from thee? It 
looks as if he intended to make thee his Mercury. In 
ere good time ! One cannot be on a better footing with a 
t as robleman, in order to make his way to a good poſt. 
He who limits himſelf to honourable ſervices only, 
ut- moves lowly, ſtep by ſtep, and ſeldom gains his point 
m- &F at laſt. | 
its, While I was engrofſed by theſe fine refleQions a 
Ve lacquey came to tell me, that all the company who had 
at- dined at our houſe were gone home, and that the Count 
ne wanted to ſpeak with me. I flew inſtantly to his apart- 
he ment, where I found him lying on his couch, ready to 
en take his afternoon's nap with his baboon, which always 
dit & bore him company. | 
es | Come hither, Gil Blas, (ſaid he) take a chair, and 
in liſten to what I am going to ſzy.” I obeyed his orders, 
s, and he ſpoke to me in theſe terms: Don Fabricto has 
told me, that among other good qualities, you poſſeſs 
that of attaching yourſelf to your maſters ; and you are 
5 a young man of incorruptible integrity. Theſe two 
* qualifications determined me to take you into my ſervice; 
tor I have grout occaſion for an affectionate domeſtick, 


; bo will eſpouſe my intereſt, and employ his whole at- 
h tention in huſbanding my eſtate. I am rich, 'tis true, 
xr but my yearly expence greatly exceeds my income. The 
e reaſon is plain; I am plundered by my ſervants, and 


live in my own houſeas if I was in a foreſt among rob- 
ders. I ſuſpeR my butler and ſteward of having a fel- 
low-feeling the one with the other ; and this is more 
than enough to ruin me from top to bottom. You will 
fay, if I have reaſon to think them rogues, why don't I 
turn them away? But where ſhall [ find others made 
of a different kind of ſtuff? I will be ſatisfied with 
* having them both obſerved by a man who ſhall have a 
light to inſpect their conduct; and you are the perſon 
whom I have choſen for that commiſſion ; of which if 
You acquit yourſelf well, be aſſured that you ſhall not 
ler ve an ungrateful maſter ; for I will take care to pro- 
cure for you a very advantageous ſettlement in Sicily.“ 
Having ſpoke thus, he difnifſed me ; and that very 
evening, in pieſence of all his domeſticks, I was pro- 
claimed ſuperintendant of the family. This did not 
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| give the Meſſineze and Neapolitan great mortification at 


cit, becaute they looked upon me as a jolly companion of 
a good compoſition ; and concluded, that by giving me a 
thare of the ſpoil, they ſhould be allowed to go on in 
their old courſe, But they looked very filly next day, 
when I declared to them, that I was an enemy to all 
miſdemeanour. I demanded of the butler an account 
of the proviſions ; I viſited the cellar, and took an in- 
ventory of every thing he had in his charge ; I mean, 
table-linen and plate. I then exhorted them to be ſav- 
ng of our patron's wealth, to lay out with economy ; 
and ended my advice, by proteſting to them, that J 
would inform that nobleman of every thing that ! 
ſhould obſerve amiſs in his houſe I did not ſtop here; 
reſolving to have a (py, who might diſcover if there was 
any ſiniſter intelligence between them. I caſt my eyes on 
a ſcullion, who being won by wy promites, aſſured me, 
that I could not have applied to a more proper perſon, 
to get notice of eyery thing that happened in the houſe: 
that the butler and ſteward were in a confederacy, and 
burnt the candle at both ends: that they daily ſecreted 
one half of the proviſion that was bought for the fa- 
mily : that the Neapolitan took care of a lady who lived 
appoſite to the college of St. Thomas; and that the 
Meſſenian entertained another at the Sun-pate: that 
theſe two gentlemen ſent all ſorts of proviſion to their 
nymphs every morning: and that the cook, alſo diſ— 
patched ſavoury meſſes to a widow of his acquaintance 
in the neighbourhood: and that in conſideration of his 
ſervices to the otier two, to whom he was entirely Je- 
voted, he dilpoſed, as they did, of the wines in the 
cellar: in ſhort, that theſe three domeſtick's occaſioned 
a molt horrible expence in the Count's houſe. * If you 
doubt my report, (added the ſcullion) take the trouble of 
oing to-morrow morning about teven o'clock io the 
college of St. Thomas, and you ſhall ſee me loaded 
with a baſket, which will change your doubts into cer- 
tainty.” „ So, (taid I to him) thou art agent to theſe 
gallant purveyors ?” “Jam (he replied) employed by 
the butler, and one of my comrades acts for the ſteward.“ 
I had the curioſity to repair next morning, at the 
appointed hour, to the college of St. Thomas, where I did 
| not 
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not wait long for my ſpy, whom I ſaw coming along 
with a huge baſket filled with butchers meat, poultty 
and veniſon, I took an inventory of the particulars, of 


which I formed in my pocket-book a ſmall verbal pro- 


ceſs, that I went and ſhewcd to my maſter, after hav- 
ing told the trenchet-ſcraper, that he might execute 
his commiſſion as vſual. | 
The Sicilian nobleman, who was naturally paſſionate, 
reſolved in his firſt tranſport to turn away the Neapolitan 


ard Meſſenian; but after having reflected more coolly, 


contented himſelf with diſiniſſing the laſt, ro whoſe 
place I ſucceeded : ſo that my office of ſuperintendant 
was ſuppreſſed ſoon after its creation: and truly I was 
not ſorry for it; for it was properly ipeaking, no other 
than the honourable employment of a fpy ; and a poſt 
which had nothing ſubſtantial in it: whereas, by being 
made ſteward, I became maſter of the ſtrong box, and 


= is every thing. The fteward always poſſeſſes the 


ſt rank among the domeſticks of a great family, and 
there are ſo many ſmall perquiſites attached to his ad- 
miniſtration, that he may grow rich, even though he 
be an honeſt man. 


My Neapolitan, whoſe budget was not yet exhauſted, 


obſerving my brutal zeal, that I got up every morning, 
to ſee and keep an account of what victuals were bought, 
no longer ſecreted a part ; but the raſcal continued to 


urchaſe the ſame quantity as before. By this ſtratagem, _ 


increaſing the profit he drew from the refuſe of the 


table, which was his perquiſite, he found himſelf in a 


condition to treat his charmer at leaſt with drefſed vie- 
tuals, if he could not furniſh her with raw provilton. 
In thort, the devil loſt nothing by this reſormation, and 
the Count was not a whit the better for having the 


phœnix of ſtewards in his ſervice, The ſuper-abun-. 
dance that I then perceived at every meal, made me 
gueſs this new trick, which I immediately defeated, by 


retrenching what was ſuperfluous in every courſe, "This 
I did, however, with ſuch prudence, that the alteration 


could not be perceived; one would have thought that 
| there was till the fame profuſion: and yet, by this 
Economy, I conliderably diminiſhed the expence. This 


was what my patron required ; he wanted to retrench, 
E 3 Without 
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without appearing leſs magnificent: for his avarice was 
ſubordinate to his oftentation. 

There was alſo another abuſe to be reformed : ] 
found the wine ran out apace : if, for example, twelve 
cavaliers happened to dine with my maſter, they would 
exhauſt fifty, and ſometimes five dozen of bottles. [ 
was altoniſhed at this waſte, and not doubting that 
there muſt be ſome roguery in the caſe, conſulted my 
oracle, that is, my drudge, with whom [I very often 
had private conferences, and who made a faithful report 
of every thing that was ſaid or done in the kitchen, 
where he was not in the leaſt ſuſpected. He told me, 
that the waſte of which I complained, proceeded from 
a new league between the butler, cook, and thoſe lac- 
quies who filled the wine, and who carried off all the 
hottles half emptied, which were afterwards ſhared a- 
mong the contederates. I ſpoke to the footmen on this 
ſubjeQ, and threatened to turn them out of doors, if 
ever they ſhould think proper to repeat this practice: 
upon which, they were reclained, My maſter, whom 
I took care to advertiſe of the moſt minute things which 
I performed for his advantage, loaded me with praiſes, 
and grew every day more and more fond of me: and J, 
in order to reward the good ſervices of the ſcullion, 
created him cook's aſſiſtant. | 
The Neapolitan was enraged to find me always on 
the catch with him; and was cruelly mortified with the 
_ contradictions he underwent, whenever he preſented his 
accounts to me ; fur, that I might pare his nails the 
Cloſer, I took the tiouble of going to market, to learn 
the price of meat, juſt before he went thither ; and, as 
he attempted to impoſe upon me afterwards, gave him 
a vigorous repulſe, I was very well perſuaded, that he 
curled me an hundred times a day; but the ſubject of 
his maledictions hindred me from dreading their force. 
J can't imagine how he could bear my perſecutions, and 


emain in the ſervice of the Sicilian nobleman, Doubt- 


leſs, in ſpite of all my endeavours, he found his ac- 
Count in fis perſeverance. | 

Fabticio, whom I frequently ſaw, and to whom [1 
recounted all my hitherto unheard exploits, in quality 
of ſteward, was more diſpoſed to blame than applaud 
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my conduct. God grant, (faid he one day) that thou 
mayeſt be recompenſed for all this diſintereſtedneſs; but 
between thee and me, I believe it would not fate the 
worſe with thee, if thou waſt not quite ſo rough with 
the butler.” ** How! (anſwered I) ſhall that robber 
charge in his bill ten piſtoles tor a fiſh that did not colt 
four, and J paſs over that article?“ “ Why not ? (he 
replied coldly) let him give thee the half of the ſuper- 
plus, according to cuſtom. In good faith tay friend, 
(continued he, thaking his head) you are a meer ninny, 
and, in all appearance, will giow grey in ſervitude, 
fnce you neglect to flay the eel whiie it is in your 
hand, Take my word for it, fortune reſembles thoſe 
briſk airy coquets who deſpiſe the gallant that lands 
upon ceremony,” 

1 only laughed at the diſcourſe of Nunnez, who 
laughed again in his turn; and would have perſuaded 
me that he had only ſpoke in jeit, being aſhamed of 
having given me bad counſel in vain. I gontinued firm 
in the 1eſolution of being always zealous and faithful: 
felt no inclination to be otherwiſe ; and I dare ſay, that 
in four months I ſaved to my maſtet, by my economy, 
three thouſand ducats at leaſt. 


CH AP. XVI. An accident happens to Count Ga- 
liano's baboon, which is the cauſe of great afflidion to 


that nobleman. * Gil Blas falls fick ; the conſequence of 
bis diſtemper. | x 


BOUT this time, the repoſe of the family was 
ſtrangly diſturbed by an accident which will ſeem 
trifling to the reader; though it turned out a very ſe- 
rious matter to the ſervants, and eſpecially to me. Cu- 
pid, that baboon of which I have made mention, that 
animal ſo beloved by our mailer, attempting one day to 
leap from one window to another, acquitted himſelf to 
ill in the performance, that he fell down into the cohft, 
and diſlocated his leg. The Count no ſooner under- 
ſtood this misfortune, than he uttered ſuch piercing 
cries, that they were heard all over the neighbourhood ; 
and in the exceſs of his grief, attacking all his ſervants 
without exception, he had well nigh made a clean 
To | bouſe. 
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houſe. His fury, however, was limited to curſing our 
negligences, and abuſing us, without ſparing terms of 
reproach. He ſent immediately for thoſe ſurgeons who 
were moit expert in fractures and diſlocated bones; and 
who having viſited the patient's leg, reduced it, and 
applied bandages accordingly. But though all of them 
aſſured him there was no danger, my maſter retained 
one of them in the houſe, to be always near the animal, 
until it was perfectly cured. 

I ſhould be to blame if I paſſed over in filence the 


rief and anxiety which preyed upon the heart of the 


Sicilian nobleman, during the whole time of the cure, 
Will it be believed, that all the day he did not ſtir from 
his dear Cupid? He was always preſent when it was 
dreſſed, and got out of bed to viſit him two or three 
times every night. But the molt troubleſome circum- 
flance of all was, that every domeſtick in the family, 
and] in particular, were always up, that we might be 
at hand, to be ſent whereſoever it ſhould be thought 
proper, for the ſervice of this ape. In a word, we had 
no reſt in the houſe, till ſuch time as this plaguy beaſt, 
having recovered of his fall, betook himſelf again to 
his vival caperings and tumblings. After this, can we 
refuſe to credit the report of Suetonius, when he ſays 
Caligula loved his horſe to ſuch a degree, that he be- 
ſtowed upon him a houſe richly furniſhed, with officers 
to ſerve him, and even deſigned to make him conſul ? 
My patron was no leſs charmed with his baboon, which 
he would willingly have created a corregidor, had it 
been in his power. TE; | | 

An unlucky circumſtance for me was, that Thad ſurpaſ- 
ſed allthe valets indemonſtrations of concern,thatI might, 
in ſo doing. make my court to my walter; and undergone 
ſuch fatigue in behalf of Cupid, that I fell ſick upon it, 
and was ſcized with ſuch a violent fever, that I loſt my 
ſenſes, and know not how] was managed tor fitteen days; 
duiing which, I was ina manner between lite and death. 
This only Ik now, that my youth ſtruggled fo ſucceſsfully 
againſt the fever, and perhaps againit the remedies that 
were adminiſtred, that, at length, I recovered my un- 


derftanding. Ihe full uſe I made of it was to perceive 


that I was not in my own chamber; and wanting to 
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know the reaſon, I aſked it of an old woman who at- 
tended me, but ſhe replied, that I muſt not ſpeak ; for 
the phyſician had exprefly forbid it. When we ate in 
good health, we commonly laugh at the doctor; but 
when we ate ſick, we calinly ſumbit to his preſciiption, 

I thought proper, therefore, to hold my tongue, how 
much ſoever ] longed to converſe with my nuiſe; and 
was engaged in reflections on this ſubject, when two 
ſpruce beaux entered, Grefl.d in velvet, with very fine 
ruffled linen. I imagined they were two noblemen, 
friends of mv maſter, who out of conſidef ation for him, 


came to ſee me. On this ſuppolition, I made an effort to 


fit up; and ſhewed my reſped by taking off my cap: but 
my nutſe laid me all along again, and told me, that theſe 
gentlemen were my phyſician and apothecary, 

The doctot coming to the bec-lide, felt my pulſe, 
conſidered iny countenance, and obſeiving all the ſymp- 
toms of an immediate cure, aſſumed an air of triumph, 
as if he had greatly contributed to it: ipying, that there 
was nothing wanting to finiſh the work, but a purge ; 


after which, he might boaſt of having performed a fine 


cure. When he had ſpoke thus, he made the apothecary 


write a preſcciption, which while he dictated, he viewed 


limſelf in a glaſs, adjuſted his periwig, and made ſuch 
giimaces, that I could not help laughing, in ſpite of my 
weakly condition. He then made me a ſolemn bow, 
and went away much more engroſſed by his own figure 
than by the medicines he had preſcribed. 

After his departure, the apothecary, who had not 
come thither for nothing, prepared himſelf for doing 
ſomething, which may be eaſily gueſſed ; whether he 
was afraid that the old woman could not acquit herſelf 
with dexterity:enough, or wanted to operate himſelf in 
order to inhance the value of his ware; but,. with all 
his addreſs, I don't know how it happened, the opera- 
tion was ſcarce performed, when Ire tored to the ope- 
rator all that he had given me, and left his velvet ſuit 


in a fine pickle. He looked upon this accident as a 
misfortune annexed to pharmacy, and wiping himſelf 


with a towel, in ſilence, went away, reſolving to make 
me pay the ſcowrer, to whom he was certainly obliged 
to ſend his cloaths, _ | 
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He returned next morning, more plainly dreſſed, 
though he had no riſk to run that day, in bringing the 


Pau, which the doctor had preſcribed the night be- 


ore. For I not only felt myſelf mending every mo- 
ment, but had ſuch an averſion, ſince the preceding 
day, to phylicians and apothecaries, that I even curſed 
the univerſities where thoſe gentlemen receive the 
power of ſlaying men with impunity. 

In this diſpoſition, I ſwore that I would take no more 
medicines, and wiſhed Hippocrates at the devil, with all 
his gang. The apothecary, who did not mind what be- 
came of his conpoſition, provided he was paid for it, 
left it on the table, and retired, without ſpeaking a word, 
I ordered the villainous medicine to be thrown out ata 
window immediately, being ſo much prepoſſeſſed againſt 
it, that J ſhould have thought myſelf poiſoned, had 
I ſwallowed it. To this Rroke of diſobedience, I 


added another. I broke filence, and told my nurſe in a 


peremptory tone, that I abſolutely inſiſted on knowing 
what was becoine of my maſter. The old woman, 
who was apprehenſive of exciting in me a dangerous 
emotion, ſhould the gratify my curioſity ; or reſolving, 
perhaps, to irritate my diſtemper by her obſtinacy, 
made no anſwer ; but I perſifted with ſo much paſſion, 
that ſhe replied, at length, Signior cavalier, you are 
now your own maſter, Count Galiano is gone back to 


could not believe what I heard, and yet there was 
nothing more true. That nobleman, the very ſecond 


day-of my diſtemper, fearing that J ſhould die at his 


houſe, had the generoſity to order me to be tranſport- 
ed, with my little effeQs, to a hired room, where he 
had abandoned me, without ceremony, to providence 
and the care of a nurſe. In the interim, having re- 


ceived an order from court obliging him to repaſs into 


Sicily, he ſet out with ſuch precipitation, that I was 


not ſo much as thought of ; whether he already num- 


bered me with the dead, or that people of quality are 
troubled with ſhort memories. % 

My nurſe informed me of all this, and likewiſe aſ· 
ſured me, it was ſhe who had called the phyſician and 


apothecary, that I might not periſh for want of aſſiſt- 
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ance, Theſe comfortable news threw me into a pro- 
found reverie. Adieu, my advantageous fettlement in 
Sicily! my ſanguine hopes, farewei! «© When any 
great misfortune happens to you, (ſays a certain pope) 
examine yourſelf well, and you will always perceive 
that it was, in ſome mealſure, owing to your own 
fault. No diſparagement to this holy father, I can't 
ſee how I contributed to my own miſchance on this 
occaſion. 

When I found the flattering chimeras, with which 
had ſtuffed my imagination, vaniſhed, the next thing 
that Iconcerned myſelf about was my portmanteau, 
which I ordered her to bring to my bed-ſide, that I 
might examine it. I ſighed, when I perceived it open, 
crying Ah! my dear portmanteau, my only conſola- 
tion! you have been, I ſee, at the mercy of ſtran- 
gers. No, no, Signior Gil Blas, (ſaid the old wo- 
man) don't be uneaſy : nothing is ſtolen from you; 
[ have protected your dox, as if it had been my own 
honour,” _ | | | 
I found in it the ſuit of cloaths which I had when I 
came into the Count's ſervice, but I looked in vain for 
that which the Meſſenian had ordered to be made for 
me. My maſter had not thought proper to leave it with 
me, or elſe ſomebody had made free with it, during my 
_ delirium. All my other baggage remained, and even 
a great leathern purſe that contained my money, which 
I reckoned twice, as I could not, at firſt, believe, that 
there were but fifty piſtoles remaining, of two hundred 
and ſixty that were in it before I fell fick. * What is 
the meaning of this my good mother! (ſaid I to the 
nurſe) my finances are terribly diminiſhed.” And yet 
no body, except myſelf, have touched them, (ſaid the 
old woman) and I have been as frugal as poſſible: but 
ſickneſs is very expenſive ; one is always laying out. 
Here, (added the good mother, taking a packet of pa- 
pers out of her pocket) here is an account of the ex- _ 

ence, as juſt as the current coin, which will ſhew that 
Fave not emplyed a marayedi amiſs.“ | 

I glanced over the bill, which contained fifteen or 
twenty pages. Mercy upon me! what a quantity of 
- Poultry had been bought, while 1 was out of my _ 
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There was in broths only, to the amount of twelve 
piſtoles, at leaſt, The other articles were anſwerable to 
this. It can't be imagined, how much was laid out 
for wood, candles, water and brooms. Nevertheleſs, 
ſwelled as this account was, the ſum total did not 
exceed thirty piſtoles, conſequently there ought to be 
a remainder of one hundred and eightv. This I repre- 
ſented to her; but the beldame with an air of devo- 
tion, began to take all the ſaints to witneſs, that there 
were but fourſcore piſtoles in the purſe, when the 
Count's butler gave her the charge of my portman— 
teau. What is that you ſay goody ? (cried I, with 
precipitation) was it the butler who put my things into 
your hands?“ “ Without doubt, it was he, (ſhe re- 
plied) by this token, that when he gave me them, 
he ſaid, ** Good mother, when Signior Gil Blas is 
ſtiff, don't fail to treat him with a good funeral, for 


there is money enough in the portmanteau to anſwer - 


the expence.” 

Ah, damned Neapolitan! (cried I) Jam no longer 
at a lots to know how my money is gone: you have 
ſwept it away, to make yourſelf ſ-me amends for the 
thefts I hindered you to commit. After this apoſtrophe, 
I thanked heaven that the knave had not carried off the 
whole. Whatever reaſon I had, however, to accuſe the 
butler of having robbed me, I could not help thinking, 
that the nurſe might, potſibly, have done the deed, 
My ſuſpicion fell ſometimes on one, ſometimes on the 
other; but it was till the ſame thing to me, 

I faid nothing to the old woman: I did not even cavil 
at the articles of her conſcionable bill; for I ſhould have 

ot nothing by wrangling; and every one mult under- 
ftiand his trade: my reſentment, therefore, was contented 
with paying and diſmiſſing her three days after. 

I believe, when ſhe went from me, ſhe advertiſed the 
apothecary, that the had been diſmiſſcd, and that I was 


well enough to decamp, without taking my leave of 


him; for, in a moment after, he came to me quite out of 
breath, and preſented his bill, in which, under names 
that were utterly unknown to me, al:hough I had been 
a phyſician, he had ſet down all the pretended medicines, 


with which he had furniſhed me, while I was out 


of 
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of my ſenſes. This bill might be juſtly ſaid to have 


been written in the true ſpirit of an apothecary ; and ac- 
cordingly we diſputed about the payment of it. I inſiſted 
on his abating one half of the ſum he demanded : he 
ſwore he would not abate one maravedi. Conſidering, 
however, that he had to do with a young man, who 
might give him the flip, by quitting Madrid that very 
day, he choſe rather to be contented with what 1 offer- 
ed, that is, three times the value of his drugs, than to 
run the riſk of loſing the whole. I gave him the 
money with infinite regret, and he retired, fully revenged 
for the ſinall diſgrace he had ſuffered on the day of the 
clyſter. 

The phyſician appeared almoſt at the fame time: for 
thoſe animals are always at the tail of one another. I 
paid him for his viſits, which had been very numerous, 
and ſent him away very well fatished. But before he 
would leave nie, in order to piove that he had earned 
his fees, he related all the mortal ſymptoms, which he 
had prevented, in my diltemper : a taſk he performed 
in very learned terms, and with an agreeable air, though 
It was altogether above my comprehenſion. When I 
diſpatched him, I thought I had got rid of all the nii- 
niſters of the fates. But I was miſtaken : a ſurgeon, 
whom I had never ſeen, entered my apartment, and 
having ſaluted me very reſpectfully, expreſſed great joy 
in ſeeing me out of danger ; a deliverance which (he 
faid) he attributed to two copious bleedings that he had 
| had performed, and ſome cupping-glaſſes which he had 
the honour to apply. This was another feather to be 
plucked from my wing: I was fain to pay tribute to the 
ſurgeon alſo. After ſo many evacuations, my purſe be- 
came fo feeble, that it was little better than a lifeleſs 
corſe, ſo little of the radical moiſtute remained, 

I began to loſe couiage, when I ſaw myſelf relapſing 
into a ſtate of miſery. I had, while I ſerved my laſt ma- 
ſters, conceived too great affection for the conveniencies, 
of life, and could no longer, as formerly, look upon indi- 
2 with the eye of a cynic philoſopher. I will own, 
however, that I was very much 1n the wrong, to let my- 
ſelf fall a piey to melancholy. After having ſo often 
experienced, that fortune no ſooner overthrew _ 
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ſhe raiſed me up again, I ought to have regarded the 
trouhleſome ſituation in which I was, as another intro- 
duction to proſperity. 
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BOOK I. 


CHAP. I. Gil Blas contracts a good acquaintance, 
 andobtains a poſt that conſoles him for Count Galiang's 
ingratitude. The hiſlory of Don Valerio de Luna. 


V not having heard of Nunnez all this time, ſur- 

L prized me fo much, that I concluded he muſt be 

in the country: and as ſoon as I could walk, went to his 
lodgings, where | under!tood he had actually gone to 
Andaluſia, three weeks before, with the Duke de Medina 
Sidonia. One moining, at waking, Don Melchior de la 
Ronda came into my head; and remembering that I had 
promiſed to him, while I was at Grenada, to viſit his 
nephew, if ever I ſhould return to Madrid, I reſolved to 
keep my promiſe that very day. Having got a direction 
to the houſe of Don Balthazar de Zuniga, 7 repaired thi- 
ther, and aſked tor Signior Joſeph Navarro, who ſoon ap- 


 Gonzps When I ſaluted him, he received me politely, 
but coldly, although I had ſignified wy name. I did 


not know how to reconcile this frozen reception with 
the character I had heard of this cleik of the ki chen; 
and was going away, with a reſolution to fave mylelt the 
tiouble of a ſecond viſit, when all of a ſudden, afſum- 
ing an open ſmiling air, he cried, with a good deal of 
emotion, ** Ah! Signior Gil Blas de Santillane, piay 
pardon the reception I have given you. My memory 
had hetrayed my inclination: I had forgot your name, 
and little thought that you was the cavaſier, of whom 


mention is made, in a letter which I receiyed from Gie- 


nada, about four months ago.” 

+ How rejoiced am I to fee you! (added he. throw- 
ing his arms about my neck, with tianſpoft) my uncle 
Melchior, whom I love and honour as a father conjures 
me, it perchance I ſhould have the honouur of ſeeing 
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you, to treat you in the ſame manner as if you was his 
ſon and to employ, if there ſhould be occaſion, my own 
credit, and that of my friends, in your behalf. He 
has praiſed the qualities of your head and heart, in ſuch 
terms as would have intereſted me in your favour, 
even it I had not been engaged thereto, by his re- 
commendation. I beg, therefore, that you will look 
upon me, as a man to whom my uncle has imparted, 
by letter, all his fentiments with regard to you. I 
offer you my friendſhip, and I hope you will not refuſe 
me yours.” 
| anſwered with that gratirude which I owed to the 
polite behaviour of Joſeph; and like people of warmth 
and fincerity, we contraQed an intimacy on the ſpot ; 
and I did not ſcruple to diſcloſe the ſituation of my at- 
fairs: which he no ſooner heard, than he faid, “ I un- 
dertake to procure a place for you ; and, in the mean 
time, don't fail to come and dine with me every day. 
You will faie better here than at your eating-houſe.“ 
The offer was too agreeable to a poor creature juft 
come out of a fit of illneſs, who had been uſed to good 
living, to be rejected. I accepted the invitation there- 
fore, andiecruited ſo well in that family, that in fifteen 
days, I had the face of a Bernardine monk. Melchior's 
nephew ſeemed to make up his pack rarely : but how 
could it be otherwiſe? he had three ſtiings to his bow; 
was, at the ſame time, butler, ſteward, and clerk of the 
kitchen; beſides, (our friendſhip apart) I believe the 
comptroller of the houſe and he had a very good under- 
ſtanding together. | 
I was perfectly recovered, when my friend Joſeph, ſee- 
ing ine come in one day, to dine as uſual, made up to me, 
with a gay air, and faid, © Signior Gil Blas, I have a 
pretty good place in view for you. You mult know 
that the Duke of Lerma, prime miniſter of the Spaniſh 
crown, in order to devote himſelf entirely to affairs of 
ſtate, entruſts two perſons with his own concerns. Don 
Diego de Monteſer has the care of gathering his rents; 
and his houſhold expence is managed by Don Rodrigo de 
Calderona. Theſe two men, in whom he can confide, 
exerciſe their employments with abſolute authority, 
without the leaſt dependence on one another. Don 
Diego 
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Diego uſually keeps in his ſervice two ſtewards to re- 
ceive the caſh; and as | underſtood, this morning, that 
he had diſmiſſed one of them, I have been to aſk the 
place for you. Sig"ior de Monteſer, who knows me, 
and of whoſe friendſhip I may boaſt, has granted it, 
without any difficulty, on my recommendation of your 
morals and capacity, We will go to his houſe this 
afterroon.”. 

We went thither accordingly. I was very graciouſly 
received, and inſlalled in the employment of the ſteward, 
who had been diſmiſſed. His office conſiſted in viſiting 
the farms, keeping them in repair, and receiving the 
rents: in a word, | was concei ned in the country e ate, 
and every month gave in iny accounts to Don Diego, 


who examined them with great attention, This was 


what | wiſhed. Although my integrity had been fo ill 
repaid by my laſt maſter, I was relolved to continue al- 
ways in the ſame path. 

One day having got notice, that a fire had happened 
in the caitle of Lerma, and that moie than one half of 
it had been reduced to aſhes, I went thither immediate- 
ly, to take an account of the damage; and having in- 
formed myſelf exactly, on the ſpot, of all the circum- 
ftances of the fire, I compoſed an ample relation of it, 
which Monteſer ſhewed to the Duke of Lerma. This 
miniſter, notwithſtanding the affliction he was in, to 
| hear ſuch bad news, was truck with the relation, and 
could not help aiking who was the author? Don Diego 
not only fatished him in that particular, but alſo ſpoke 
ſo much in my favour, that his excellency remembered 
me, ſix months after, on the occaſion of a ſtory, which 


Jam going to recount, and without which, perhaps, 


] ſhould never have been employed at court. Here 
it is. | | | 

At that time, there lived in the ſtreet of the In- 
fantas, an old lady called Ineſilla de Cantarilla, whoſe 
birth was not certainly known. Some ſaid that ſhe was 


the daughter of a lutemaker; and others, that her fa- 


ther was a commander of the order of St. Iago. Be 
that as it will, ſhe was a 2 Nature beſtowed up- 
on her the ſingular privilege 0! 
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during the whole courſe of her life, which exceeded 
ſeventy-tive years. She had been idolized by the noble- 
men of the old court, and faw herſelf adored by thoſe 
of the new. Time, that ſpares not even beauty, had 
exerted itſelf upon her's in vain ; though he had wither- 
edit, he could not deprive her of the power to pleaſe: a 
noble air, an enchanting -wit, and graces that were 
peculiar to her, made her inſpire the men with paſſion, 
even in her old age. 

One of the Duke of Lerma's ſecretaries, called Don 
Valerio de Luna, a cavalier of five and twenty, faw 
Ineſilla, and fell in love with her. He declared himſelf 
in the moſt paſſionate terms, and purſued his prey with 
all the fury that love and youth can inſpire. '| he lady, 
who had her reaſons for not complying with his withes, 
did not know how to moderate his flame, One day, 
however, thinking ſhe had found the means, ſhe carried 
the young man into her cloſet, and pointing to a clock 
that ſtood upon a table. You ſze (ſaid ſhe) what hour 
it is—on the ſame day and hour did I come into the 
world, ſeventy-five years ago ; and do you really think 
it becomes one of myage to be engaged in love intrigues? 
Recal your reaſon, my child, and ſtifle thoſe fentiments 


which are ſo unſuitable both to you and me.” At this 


| ſenſible advice, the cavalier who no longer acknow- 
ledged the authority of reaſon, anſwered the lady, with 
all the impetuoſity of a man poſſeſſed by the molt violent 
emotions, Cruel Inefilla! why have you recourſe to 
ſuch frivolous remonſttrances? Do you imagine that they 
can change you in my eyes ? Don't flatier yourſelf with 
ſuch a vain hope. While you are ſuch as I behold you, 
or while ny view is faſcinated by the charm, I cannot 
ceaſe to love you.” „ Well then, (ſaid ſhe) fince you 
are ſo obſtinateas to perſiſt in the reſolution of fatiguing 
me with your addreſſes, my houſe ſhall be no longer open 
to you. I forbid you to come near it, and deſire to lee 
you no more.“ | | £ = | 

You will, perhaps, believe after this, that Don Va- 
lerio, diſconcerted at what he had heard, made an ho- 
nourable retreat. On the contraiy, he became ſtill 
more importunate. Love produces the ſame effect in its 
votaries, as wine does in drunkards. The cavalier 
| | | begged, 


| 
| | 
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begged, ſighed, and making a ſudden tranfition from 
entreaties to rage, attempted to enjoy by force, what he 
could not otherwile obtain. But the lady refiiting with 
courage, cried, with an air of indignation, ** Fold: 
Taſh wretch! I will ſoon bridle your impious ardour. 
Know that you are my ton.” Don Valerio was con- 
founded at theſe words, which ſuſpended the violence of 
his paſſion. But imagining that Ineſilla ſpoke thus, only 
to be rid of his ſolicitations, he anſwered, ** You have 
invented that fable to elude my deſires.” ** No, no, 
(faid the, interrupting him) I reveal a myſtery, which | 
ſhould always have concealed, had not you reduced me 
to the neceſſity of diſcloſing it. Six and twenty years 
ago, I was in love with Don Pedro de Luna, your fa- 
ther, who was then governor of Segovia, and you be- 
came the fruit of our mutual paſſion. He owned you 
for his ſon, gave you good education: and although he 
had not been without other children, your good qualities 
would have detern.ined him to leave you a fortune, 
I, for my part, did not forſake you; as ſoon as you 
began to appear in the world, I ailured you to my 
houſe, in order to inſpire you with that polite be- 
| haviour, which is fo neceſſary to a gallant man, and 
which women only can beitow. I did more ; Iemployed 
all my credit to introduce you into the prime miniſter's 
ſervice. In ſhort, Ihave intereſted myſelf for you, as I 
ought to do for a fon. After this declaration, take 
your own meaſures. It you can purity your ſentiments, 
and look upon me only as a mother, I do not baniſh you 
from my fight, but will treat you with all the tenderneſs 
I bave hitherto preſerved: but if you are incapable of 
that effort, which both nature and reaſon demand, fly 
this moment, and deliver me from the horror of your 
preſence.” Megs A 

While Inefilla ſpoke in this manner, Don Valerio te- 
mained in profound filence. He feemeii to recal his vir- 
tue, and endeavour to venquith himſelt : but he medi- 


tated another delign, and prepared a quite different 


ſpeQacle for his mother. Being unable to conſole him- 
ſelf for the inſurmountable obitacle that oppoſed his 
wiſhes, he baſely yielded to his deſpair: he drew his 
ſword, and plunged it in his own boſom ; puniſhing 

| himſelf, 
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himſelf, like another OEdipus ; with this difference, that 
the Theban plucked out his own eyes, out of grout for 
having committed the crime; whereas, the Caſtilian 
ſtabbed himſelf, becauſe he could not commit it. 

The unhappy Don Valerio did not die immediately 
of the blow he had given himſelt : but had time to re- 

nt, and aſk pardon of heaven, for having taken away 
his own life. As he left, by his death, a vacancy in 
the polt of ſecretary to the Duke of Lerma, that mi- 
niſter, who had not forgot my account of the fire, nor 
the good character he had heard of me, choſe me to 
fill the place of this young gentleman. 


CHAP. II. Gil Blas is preſented to the Duke of 
Lerma, who receives him into the number of his ſe- 
cretaries ; ſets him to work, and is ſatisfied with bis 
per for mance. WY | 


NMI bete as was the perſon who informed me 
of theſe agreeable news, and ſaid. Friend Gil 
Blas, tnough I feel ſome regret in loſing you, I love you 
too well, not to be overjoyed at your ſucceeding Don 
Valerio. You will not fail to make a fine fortune, pro- 
vided you follow two pieces of advice which I haveto 
ap you. The firſt is, to appear ſo much attached to 
is excellency, that he ſhall never doubt of your being 
entirely devoted to his will. And the ſecond is, to make 
your court to Signior Don Rodrigo de Calderona ; for 
that man moulds the mind of his maſter like wax, If 
you have the good fortune to acquire the good- will of 
that favourite lecretary, you will go a great way, in a 

very little time.” | | | 
** digaior, (ſaid I to Don Diego, after having thank- 
ed him for his good advice) tell me, if you pleaſe, Don 
Rodrigo's character. I have often heard him ſpoke of, 
and reprelented bad enough; but | have not much con- 
hdence in the pictures which people draw of thoſe who 
have polts at court ; though ſometimes, I believe, they 
do not judge amiſs. Pray, tell me then, what you think 
of Signior krone * « You alk me a very delicate 
queſtion, (replied the overſeer, with a ſatirical ſmile) I 
would tell any body but you, without heſitation, * 
0 
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he is a very honourable gentleman; of an unblemiſhed 
character. But I will deal more frankly with you; for, 
beſides that I believe you a young man of diſcre- 
tion, I think it my duty to talk openly to you of 
Don Rodrigo, ſince I have adviſed you to cultivate 
him with care ; otherwiſe, I ſhould only oblige you 
by halves. h | 
You muſt know then, that from a fimple domeſtic 
of his excellency, when he was only Don Francis de 
Sandoval “, this man has arrived by degrees, at the 
poſt of his firſt ſecretary. There never was a prouder 
man; he looks upon himſelf as the Duke of Leima's 
colleague, and, at bottom, he may be ſaid to ſhare with 
him the authority of prune miniſter ; ſince he beſtows 
ots and governments on whom he pleaſes to oblige, 
his the public often mutmuts at; but he gives himſelf 
no trouble about the matter provided an affair yields 
him a handfome preſent, he bids defiance to cenſure. 
You will eaſily conceive, from what I have ſaid, (added 
Don Diego) how you are to behave to ſuch a haughty 
mortal.” O yes! (ſaid I) leave that to me. It will be 
very unlucky indeed, if I cannot gain his favour. When 
one knows the ſoible of a perſon. whom he wiſhes to 
pleaſe, he muſt be no conjurer it he fails of ſucceſs,” 


«© Well, then, (replied Monteler) I will now pretent 


you to the Duke of Lerma.” | 

Mie went immediately to the houſe of thy miniſter, 
whom we found giving audience in a great hall, where 
there was more company than at court. Here I ſaw 
commanders and knights of Calatrava and St. Jago, fo- 
liciting for governments and viceroyalties ; biſhops who 
being ſickly at their own diaceles, delired to be made 
archbiſhops, only for the change of air; and ſome holy 
tathers, of the orders of St. Dominic and St. Francis, 
who laid claim to the mitte, with gieat humility. I like- 
wile obſerved ſome halt-pay offices, who acted the 


* Francis de Roxas de Sandoval, cardinal and duke of Lerma, 
grandee oi Spain, by three ſeveral claims, was chief favourite and 
prime miniiler to Philip the third, whom he governed with abſolute 
power for many years, but was at laſt diſgraced, Ottober, 4, 1618. 
and died feven years after, in lis retirement at Valladolid. 
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fame part that Captain Chinchilla had formerly per form- 
ed; that is, ſpent all they had in dancing attendance 
for a penſion. If the Duke did not gratity all their de- 
fres, he, at leaft, received their petitions with great 
affability ; and [I perceived that he anſwered very po- 
litely to thoſe who ſpoke to him. 

We waited patiently, until he had diſpatched :ll theſe 
fupplicants ? then Don Diego ſaid to him, © My lord, 
here is Gil Blas de Santillane, that young man whem 

our excellency has choſen to ſupply the place oi Don 
Valerio: At theſe words, the Duke caſting his eyes 
upon me, ſaid, in a very obliging manner, “ That 1 
had already metited it, by the ſervices J had done him.” 
He afterwards carried me into his cloſet, to diſcourſe 
with me in private, or rather judge of my underſtand- 
ing by my converſation. He deſired to know who I 
was, and the life | bad hitherto led, exacting of me a 
ſincere narration of the whole. What a detail was this, 
for me to give! there was no thinking of telling lies be- 
fore a prime-miniſter of Spain, On the other hand, 1 
had ſo many things to tell at the expence of my vanity, 
that I could not reſolve on a general conſeſſion. How 
ſhould I extricate myſelf from this embarraſſment? J 
took the reſolution of embelliſhing rhe truth, in thote 
parts where it would have offer ded in its nakednels ; but 
he did not fail to diſcover it, in ſpite of all my ill. 
Monſieur de Santillane, (faid he. with a ſinile, when 
| had finif ed my flory) J ſee you have been in your 
time, a little upon the Picaro *.“ I anſwered, with a 
bluſh, *+ Your excellency ordeied me to be lincere, and 
I have obeyed.” I am obliged to thee for it, (he 
replied :) go, my child, thou haſt come off very cheap- 
ly. I am affoniſhed that thou waſt not undone by ill 
example. "There are many honelt people who would 
have turned great rogues, had tortune put them to the 
ſame trials. 

Friend Santillane, (continued the miniſter) forget thy 
paſt life ; and remember that thou now belonge: tro the 
king, in whoſe ſervice thou wilt be employed tor the tu- 
ture, Follow me, and ] will make thee acquainted with 


* Pisgre, 2 22 B word 11gniſying rogue. | 
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the nature of thy office.“ He carried me into a little 
cloſet adjoining to his own, where, I ſaw, upon ſhelves, 
twenty thick regiſters in folio. © It is here (ſaid he) 
where thou ra work. Theſe regiſters compoſe a diQi- 
onary ofall the noble families within the kingdoms and 
principalities of the Spaniſh monarchy. Every book 
contains, in alphabetical order, the abridged hiſtory of 
every gentleman ; in which are recounted the ſervices 
which he and his anceſtors have performed to the ate, 
as well as the affairs of honour in which they have been 


engaged. There is alſo mention made of their fortune, 


their morals, and, in a word, of all their bad qualities: 
ſo that, when they come to ſolicit favours at court, I ſee 
with one. glance of my eye, whether or not they deſerve 
them. That I may have an exact information of all 
theſe things, I have penſionaries every where, who take 
care to get pu intelligence, which they tranſmit to me. 
in writing; but as their memorials are often diffuſe, and 
ſtuffed with provincial modes of expreſſion, they muſt 
be rendered more conciſe, and the didion poliſhed ; 
becauſe his Majeſty ſometimes orders theſe regiſters to 
be read to him. In this work, which requires a perſpi- 
cuous ſtyle, I will employ thee, this very moment.“ 
So ſaying, he took out of a porto folio, full of papers, 
a memorial, which he put into my hand ; and went out 
of my cloſet, leaving me at liberty to perform my coup 
deſlai. I read the piece, which ſeemed not only ſtuffed 
with barbarous terms, but even filled withindecent paſſi- 
on: though it had been compoſed by a monk in the 
town of Solſona. He there tore to-pieces, without mer- 
Cy, a good Catalonian family; and God knows if he 
ſpoke tiuth: it looked fo much like a ſcandalous libel, 
that I at firſt made ſome ſcruple of working upon it; 
being afraid of making myſelt an accomplice in the ca- 
lumny. Nevertheleſs, novice as I was at court, I] went 
on, at the hazaid of his reverence's ſoul ; and placing 
all the iriquity, if there was any in the caſe, to his 


account, began to diſhonour, in good Caſtilian phraſes, 


two or three generations of honeſt men, perhaps, 

I hadalready finiſhed four or five pages, when the 
Duke, impatient to know how I performed, returned 
and ſaid, ** Santillane, ſhew me what thou haſt oe ; 
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for T long to ſee it:“ At the ſame time throwing his 
eyes upon my work, he read the beginning with great 
attention; and ſeemed ſo well ſatisfied, that T was ſur- 
prized at his commendation.” “ Pie poſſeſſed as | was in 
thy favour, (faid he) I confeſs thou halt ſurpaſſed my 
expectation: thou writelt not only with all the clearneſs 
and diſtiaction that I defired, but thy ſtyle is alſo ſpirited 
and ealy : thou juſtifieſt che choice I have made of thy 
pen, and conſoleſt me for the loſs of thy predeceſſor.” 
He would not have confined my elogium to this, had 
he not been interrupted by the arrival of his nephew 
the Count de Lemos, whom his excellency embraced ſe- 
veral times, and received in ſuch a manner, as gave me 
to underfland that he loved him with a tender affedion. 
They ſhut themſelves up together, to talk in private of 
a family affair, which I ſhall have occaſion to mention 
in the ſequel; and with which the miniſter, at that 
time, ſeemed to be more engroſſed, than with the buſi- 
neſs of the king. | | 
While they were engaged together, I heard the clock 
ſtrike twelve; and as | knew that the ſecretaries and 
clerks quitted their offices at that hour, to go and dine 
ſomewheie, I left my peiformance, and went out; not 
with a view of going to Monteſer's houſe, for he had 
alteady paid my appointments, and I had taken my leave 
of him, but to the moſt famous ordinary of the court- 
end of the town : a common eating-houſe would not 
now ſerve my turn, Remember that thou now belongeſt 
to the king. Theſe words which the Duke had pro- 
nounced, were ſeeds of ambition that every inſtant 
ſprung up in my ſoul. : 


CH AP. III. He learns that his poſt is not altoge- 
ther without morlifications. His unneaſineſs at this 
piece of news, which obliges him to alter bis conduct. 


Was at great pains, when I entered, to let the land- 
[ lord know that Iwas ſecretary to the prime miniter ; 
and in that quality, I did not know what to order for 
my dinner: ] was afraid of beſpeaking ſomething that 
might ſavour of parſimony, and theretore bad him di eſs 
what he himſelf ſhould think proper. Accordingly, he 
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regaled me in a ſumptuous manner, and I was ſerved 
with marks of reſpect which gave me {till more plea— 
fure than the good cheer, When the bill was brought, 
I threw a piitole upon the table, leaving to the waiters 
one fourth of it at leatt; for ſo much remained over and 
above the reckoning. After which I ſtrutted away with 
ſuch geſtures as ſhewed that I was mighty well plealed 
with my own perſon. | 

About twenty yards from hence, there was a large 
houſe, in which noblemen that were ſtrangers common- 
ly lodged. HerelT hired an apartment, conſiſting of five 
or fix rooms handſomely turniſhed, as if J already en- 
joyed two or three thouſand ducats a year; and even 
paid the firſt month, per advance, Afterwards returning 


to work, I ſpent the whole afternoon in continuing what 


I had begun in the morning. There were two more 


ſecretaries in a cloſet next to mine; but they only tran- 


ſcribed what the Duke gave them to copy: With 
theſe I contracted an acquaintance that very evening, 
when we went out together; and in order to gain 
their friendſhip the ſooner, carried them to my tavern, 
where I ordered for ſupper the beſt diſhes in ſeaſon, 
with the moſt delicate wines. | 
We fat down together, and began to converſe with 
more gaiety than wit; for to do juice to my guelts, l 
ſoon perceived that they did not owe to their genins the 
laces which they poſſeſſed. They were connoiſſeurs, 
indeed, in the diffef ent kinds of hand- writing; but they 
had not the lealt tinctute of univerſity education. 
To make amends for this, they underſtood their own 
little intereſt to admiration ; and were not ſo much in- 
toxicated with the honour of ſerving the prime miniſter, 
but that they complained of their ſituation. “ We have 
(ſaid one of them) already exerciſed out employment hve 


months at our own expence, without touching one far- 


thing; and, which is worſe, our appointments are not 
regulated; not do we know upon what footing we are.” 
As for my part, (ſaid the cther) I would with all my 
heatt put up with twenty ſtripes, inſtead of appointments, 
to be allowed the liberty ot engaging mylelt elſewhere; 
for I dare not retire of my own accord, nor demand my 
diſmitton, after the ſecrets with which J have been in- 
| | truſted ; 
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truſted ; elſe I might chance to viſit the tower of Se- 
govia, or caſtle of Alicant.” 

« How do you make ſhift to live then? (faid I to 
them :) I ſuppoſe you have fortunes of your own.” 
They anſwered they had very little money ; but, luckily 
for them, they lodged at the houſe of an honeſt widow, 
who gave them credit for their board, at the rate of 
one hundred piſtoles a year from each. All this dif- 
courſe, of which I did not loſe one word, diſſipated in an 
- inſtant the fumes of my pride: I concluded that no 
more conſideration would be paid to me than to others ; 
conſequently, I had no cauſe to be ſo much charmed 
with my poſt, which was not quite ſo ſubſtantial as I had 
imagined ; and that, in ſhort, Icould not be too frugal of 
my purſe. Theſe refleQions cured me of my extravagance. 
I began to repent of having invited my fellow ſecreta- 
ries, wiſhed the repaſt at an end; and, when the bill was 
brought, diſputed with the landlord on every article. 

My friends and I parted at midnight ; becauſe I did 
not preſs them to ſtay longer. They went home to 
their widow, and I to my ſuperb apartment, which I 
now was mad with myſelf for having hired; and which I 
firmly refolved to leave at the month's end. It was to 
no purpoſe for me to lie down on a good bed ; my anxi- 
ety baniſhed all repoſe ; and I paſſed the night in con- 
triving means of being paid by his Majeſty for my work. 
[ ſtuck, on this occaſion, to Monteſer's advice, and roſe 
with a reſolution of going to pay my reſpeQs to Don 
Rodrigo de Calderona. I was in a very proper diſpoſition 
to appear before ſuch a proud man, becauſe I found 1 
had occaſion for his protection. 

I repaired then to the ſecretary, whoſe lodging com- 
municated with that of the duke of Lerma, and even 
equalled it in magnificence: by the furniture, it would 
have been a difficult matter to diſtinguiſh the maſter 
from the man, I ſent in my name, as the ſucceſſor of 
Don Valerio; but, for all that, I waited in the anti- 
chamber upwards of an hour. Mr, New Sectetary, 
(faidT to myſelf at this juncture) have a little patience if 
you pleaſe : I find you muſt dance attendance yourſelf, 
before you make other people do ſo.” The chamber- 
door being opened at length, I entered, and advanced 

Vol. III. * towards 


ſo little notice of my endeavours, that deſpairing of ſuc- 
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towards Don Rodrigo, who having juſt finiſhed a billet- 
doux to his charming Sirena, was putting it into Pedrillo's 
hands. I had never appeared before the archbiſhop 
of Grenada, the Count . nor even the prime 
miniſter, ſo reſpetiully as I preſented myſelf to the 


eyes of Signior de Ca'dexona, whom I ſaluted with a bow 


to the very ground, begging his protection in ſuch ſub- 
miſſi ve terms, that I cannot remember them without a 
bluſh, My meanneſs would have turned to my pre- 
jJudice, in the opinion of a real gentleman: but he was 
pleaſed with my groveling behaviour, and aſſured me, 
obliging enough, that be would let slip no opportu- 
nity of doing me ſer vice. 

I thanked him: with. great demonſtrations of zeal for 
his ſentiments of me ; and having vowed eternal attach- 
ment to him, took-my leave for fear of incommoding 
him; and begged he would excuſe me, if I had interrup- 


ted him in his important affairs. As ſoon as J had ated 
this mean part, I went to my office, where I finiſhed the 


taſk which had been impoſed. The duke, who did not 
fail to come thither in- the morning, was no leſs pleaſed 
with the end, than he had been at the beginning of 


my work; and faid : “ This is extremely well: write 


as well as thou canſt this abridged hiſtory in the regitter 
of Catalonia: after which, thou ſhalt take another in- 
formation out of the porto-folio, and manage it in the 
fame manner.“ I had a pretty long n with 
his excellency, and was charmed with his ſweetnels, 


and familiarity of behaviour, What a difference was 
there between him and Calderona ! They were «two 


figures ſtrongly contraſted. 

I dined that day in an eating-houſe for a moderate 
expence ; and reſolved to go thither ; incognito every 
evening, until I ſhould ſee the effect of my complaiſance 
and ſervility. I had money ſufficient to maintain me 
three months, during which -TFreſolved to work at a 
venture; piopoſing, as the ſbortett follies are the leaſt 
prejudicial, to abandon the-court and all its tinſel, if! 
ſhould receive no ſalary before the expiration of that 
term. This, therefore was my plan I ſpared nothing, 
during two months, -to pleaſe Calderona ; but he took 
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ceſs, I changed my conduct towards him; and exerted 
myſelf wholly in profiting by thoſe moments of con- 
rerſation which I had with the duke. 


CH A P. TV. Gil Blas | 0g the favour of the duke 
of Lerma ; who intruſis him with a ſecret of great 
importance. 


Lthough his grace, to uſe the expreſſion, only juſt 
appeared before me, and vaniſhed again, every 
day; I inſenfibly rendered myfelf ſo agreeable to his 
excellency, that he ſaid tome one afternoon, © Hark'ye, 
Gil Blas, I like thy diſpoſition and underſtanding, and 
have a regard for thee accordingly. Thou art a zealous 
faithful young fellow, extremely intelligent and diſcreet; 
ſo that I don't think I ſhall miſplace my confidence, if 
[ beſtow it upon thee.” I threw myſelf on my knees, 
when I heard theſe words; and after having reſpectfully 
kiſſed one of his hands, which he held out to raiſe me 
vp, anſwered, © Is it poſſible then, that your excellency 
can vn to honour me with ſuch extraordinary favour? 
What ſecret enemies will your goodneſs taĩſe up againſt 
me! But there is only one man whoſe hatred I dread, 
and that is Don Rodrigo de Calderona.” 1 

FThou halt nothing to apprehend from that quarter, 
(replied the duke :) I know Calderona ; he has been at- 
tached to me from his infancy ; and I may venture to 
ay, his ſenrimenrs are ſo conformable to mine, that he 
carefſes thoſe whom | love, and hates thoſe who dif- 
oblige me: inſtead of dreading his averſion, thou mayeſt 
on the contrary, depend upon his friendſhip. By. this, 
could plainly perceive, that Signior Don Rodrigo was 
a cunning rogue, who had got poſſeſſion of his excel- 
lency's foul ; and that I could not be too cautious with 
him. * To begin (added the duke) with putting thee 
in ee of my confidence, I will diſcloſe to thee a 
deſign Which I have projected ; for it is neceſſary that 
thou ſhouldſt be informed of it, that thou mayeſt acquit 
thyſelf the better of the commiſſions in which I intend 
to employ thee. I have a long time beheld my autho- 
ity in general reſpected, my deciſions blindly followed, 
ad commiſſions, employments, governments, viceroy- 
| F 2 alties, 
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alties, and benefices, diſpoſed of, according to my with, 
I may be ſaid to reign in Spain; and it is 1mpoſlible to 
puſh my fortune farther : but I would ſecure it againſt 
the ſtorms that begin to threaten me; and, for that 
effect, want to have my nephew, the Count de Lemos, 
for my ſucceſſor in the miniſtry,” C? Wh 

Here the duke obſerving that I was extremely ſur- 
priſed at what I heard, ſaid: I ſee your ſurprize, 
Santillane: you think it very ſtrange. that I ſhould pre- 
fer my nephew to my own fa the duke d'Uzeda : but 
you muſt know that this laſt has too narrow a genius to 
fill my place; beſides I am bis enemy: he has found 
the ſecret of being agreeable to the king, who wants to 
make him his favourite; and this is what I cannot bear, 
The favour of a ſovereign is like the poſſeſſion of a wo- 
man whom we adore: a piece of happineſs of which 
we are ſo jealous, that we cannot reſolve to ſhare it with 
a rival, however connected to us by the ties of blood 
and friendſhip. | | a 

I now, diſcloſe to thee (continued his grace) the very 
bottom of my ſoul. I have already attempted. to ruin 
the Duke d'Uzeda with his majeſty; and as I:could not 
ſucceed, I have changed my battery. I deſign that the 
Count de Lemos ſhall infinuate himſelf ,into the good 

races of the prince of Spain. Being gentleman of his 
Led chamber, he has an opportunity. of talking with 
him every moment; and beſides that he does not want 
wit, I know a ſure method for. him to ſucceed in that 
enterprize. By this ſtcatagem, I will oppoſe my nephew 
to my ſon, and breed a diviſion between the two couſins, 
which will oblige-them both to court my ſupport, the 
awe of which, will keep them ſubmiſſive to my will. 
This (added he) is my ſcheme; and thy aſſiſtance will 
be very ſerviceable to me: for I will always ſend thee 
to the_count de. Lemos, and thou ſhalt report from him 
whatever he ſhall have occaſion to impart.” 
After this confidence, which [ regarded as ready mo- 
ney, I no longer felt any diſquiet.“ At length (ſaid! 
to myſelf) I am under the ſpout ; a ſhower of gold will 
certainly rain upon me; for it is impoſſible but that 
the confident of a man, who, by way of excellence, is 
called the great pillar of the Spaniſh monarchy, ous 
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be in a very ſhort time loaded with wealth.” Full of 


ſuch agreeable hope, I ſaw with indifference my poor 
purſe giving up the ghoſt. | 


CHAP. V. Gil Blas is overwhelmed with joy, 
honour and diſtreſs. 


HE miniſter's affection for me was ſoon perceived ; 
TT for he affected to give marks of it in public, 
giving me the charge of the porto-folio, which he uſed 
to carry in his own hand to council. This novelty mak- 
ing people look upon me, as-no (mall favourite, excited 
the envy of ſeveral perſons ; and was the occaſion of 
my receiving a great deal of court holy water. My two 
neighbours, the ſecretaries, were not the laſt in compli- 
menting me upon my approaching greatneſs ; and they 
invited me to ſup at their widow's, not ſo much in re- 
turn for my treat, as with a view to engage me in their 
behalf for the future.. I was welcomed every where; 
even the haughty Don Rodrigo changed his behaviour 
to me, and now called me nothing but Sigator de San- 
titane, though, before that, he only favoured me with 
you, always omitting the term Signior. He loaded me 
with civilities, eſpecially when he thought our patron 
might obſerve him: but I aſſure you he had no fool to 
deal with; I anſwered all his kindneſs with equal polite- 
neſs; and the more ſo, the more I hated him in my 
heart: an old courtier could not have excelled me in 
this particular, > 
I likewiſe accompanied my lord duke to court, whither 
he commonly went three times a day. In the morning, 
he entered his Majeſty's bed chamber, as ſoon as he was 
awake; and kneeling by the bed fide, diſcourſed of 
thoſe things that were to be done in the day ; having 
allo dictated to his maſter what was to be ſaid, he retired 
and returned immediately after dinner, not ro talk on 
ſtate affairs, but to converſe on entertaining ſubjects, and 
regale the king with all the merry adventures which 
happened in Madrid, and of which he was always very 
early informed. Laſt of all, he viſited him, for the third 
time in the evening, when he gave ſuch an account as 
he thought proper of what he had done through the 
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day, and in a careleſs manner aſked his majeſty's orden 
for to-morrow. While he was with the king, I remained 
in the anti-chamber, where I ſaw people of quality, 
devoted to the ido] Favour, court my converſation, and 
think themſelves happy, if I entered into diſcourſe with 
them. How, after this, could I help thinking myſelf 
a man of conſequence ? There are a great many at 
court. who have the ſame opinion of themſelves, upon 
a much more ſlender foundation. 

One day, I had ſtill more food for my vanity : the 
king to whom the duke had ſpoke very advantageouſſ 
of my ſtyle, was very curious to ſee a ſpecimen of it, 
Upon which his excellency, made me take up the Ca- 
talonian regiſter, and carrying me into the preſence, 
ordered me to read the firſt ſtory which I had abridged, 
If 1 was at firſt diſturbed by the preſence of the prince, 
] was ſoon compoſed by that of the miniſter; and read 
my performance, which his Majeſty heard with pleaſure. 
He expreſſed his ſatisfaction, and even recommended 
me to the miniſter's protection. This did not at all di- 
miniſh the pride of my heart ; and the converſation 
which I had a few days after with the Count de Lemas 
quite filled my head with the ideas of ambition. I went 
to this nobleman from his uncle, and finding him at the 
prince's court, preſented to him a letter of credentials; 
in which the duke told him, that he might open himſelf 
to me, as to one who was perfectly well acquainted with 
their deſign, and choſen by him as their common meſlen- 
ger. The count having read this billet, conducted me 
into a room, and having locked the door, ſpoke in this 
manner: ** Since you enjoy the confidence of the duke 
of Lerma, I don't doubt that you deſerve it ; and I ought 
to make no difficulty in giving you mine alſo, You 
mutt know then, that matters go on ſwimmingly. The 
prince of Spain diſtinguiſhes me from all the noblemen 
who are perſonally attached to him, and who ſtudy to 
pleaſe him. I had this morning a private converfation 
with him, in which he ſeemed chagrined at ſeeing him- 
ſelf, through the king's avarice, unable to follow the 
dictates of his generous heart, or even to ſpend like a 

prince. On this occaſion, I did not fail to lament his 
ſituation; andproviting by the opportunity, run t0 
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bring a thouſand piſtoles to him at his levee to-morrow, 
as an earneſt of greater ſums which I have undertaken 
to furniſh him with ia a very little time. He was 
charmed with my promiſe ; and J am certain of 
captivating his favour, if I keep my word. Go and: 
tell theſe circamſtances to my uncle, and return in the 
evening, to inform me of his ſentiments of the matter.“ 
I quitted the Count de ] emos immediately, and: went 
back ta the Duke of Lerma, who, on my report, ſent to 
Calderona for a thouſand piſtoles, which he gave me to 
carry in the evening to the count. This I performed ; 
ſaying to myſelf, Oho! I now fee plaioly-what the in- 
failible method is which the miniſter takes to ſucceed in 
his enterprize z; upon my ſou] he is in the right; and, 
to all appearance, theſe prodigalities will not ruin his 
fortune: ] can eaſily gueſs from whole coffers theſe piſ- 
toles are taken: but after all, it is but 1eaſonable that 
the ſather ſhould maintain the ſon.“ The Count de Le- 
mos, when we parted, faid ſoftly, ** Farewell, dear con- 
fident ; the prince of Spein isa little amorous: you and 
I muſt have a conference on that ſubje& one of theſe 
days : | foreſee that I ſhall have occaſion for your dexte- 
rity very ſoon.“ I came home muſing on theſe words, 
which were not at all ambiguous, and which filled me 
with joy. The devil (faid I) I am juſt on the eve of 
becoming Mercury to the heir of the kingdom.” I did 
not examine into the goodneſs or badneſs of the office ; 
the quality of the gallant laid my virtue aſſeep. What 
glory was it for me to be made minitter of pleaſure to a 
great prince! ** Softly, Mr. Gil Blas, (ſome folks will fay) 
the buſineſs was only to make you deputy-miniſter.“ I 
own it: but at bottom the honour of both theſe poſts 
is equal, the difference lies in the profits only. es 
While I executed theſe noble commiſſions, advancing 
every day farther and farther in the good graces of the 
prime minifter ; with ſuch enchanting hopes, how hap- 
py ſhould I have been, if ambition had ſecured me from! 
the cravings of hunger! More than two months had 
elapſed fince | had quitted my magnificent apartment, 
and hired a ſmall chamber ye:y trugally ſurniſhed, Al- 
though this gave me ſome pain, as | came out early in 
the morning, and did not po home tg bed before night, 
5 F 4 I bore 
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I bore my fortune patiently. The whole day I ap- 
peared upon my theatre, that 1s, in the duke's houſe, and 
1 the part of a man of conſequence : but when! 

ad crept up into my garret, my importance vaniſhed, 
and nothing remained but poor Gil Blas without money; 
and, which is worſe, without any thing that could fetch 
it. Though I had not been too proud to diſcover my 
neceſſity to any body, I did not know one perſon that 
could aſſiſt me, except Navarro, whom I had neglected 
ſo much, ſince I turned courtier, that J had not aſſu- 
rance enough to make application to his friendſhip. I 
had been obliged to ſell all my cloaths piece-meal, ex- 
cept thoſe for which I had abſolute occaſion. I went no 
more to the eating-houſe, becauſe Ihad not wherewithal 
to pay my ordinary. How did I make ſhift then to ſub- 
fiſt ? Every morning, a little bread and wine was brought 
into our offices for breakfaſt : this was all that the 
miniſter allowed: this was all I eat through the day; 
and I generally went ſupperleſs to bed. 

Such was the ſituation of a man who ſhone at court, 
and who was more properly an object of compaſſion than 
envy. Nevertheleſs, I could no Jonger ſuſtain the weight 
of my miſery ; and at length determined to diſcloſe it, 
with addreſs to the duke of Lerma, as ſoon as an op- 
opportunity ſhould offer. Happily for me, I found an 
occaſion at the Eſcurial “, whither the king and prince 


repaired, ſome days after I had come to this reſolution, 


C HAP. VI. The manner in which Gil Blas informs 


the duke of Lerma of his neceſſity, and that miniſter's 
behawiour on the accaſion. 8 


WI the king was at the Eſcurial, he defray- 
ed the expence of every body; fo that there 1 
did not feel where the ſhoe pinched: I lay in a ward- 
robe, juſt by the bedchamber of the duke ; who one 
morning, riſing as uſual at break of day, made me take 


* Eſcurial, a royal palace about 6 leagues from Madrid, built by 


Philip the ſecond king oi Spain; who in his life time, expended no 
leſs than 5,270,000 ducats, in finiſhing and adorning this magni- 
ficent work, Here too is a chapel! in which are the tombs of all 
the Spaniſh monarchs, from Charles V. to the preſent time. p 
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ſome papers and a ſtandiſh, and follow him into the 
palace garden, We went and ſat down under a tuft of 
trees, where I put myſelf, by his order, into the poſ- 
ture of a man writing on the crown of his hat ; while 
he held in his hand a paper, which he pretended to 
read: ſo that at a diſtance, we ſeemed buſy in very 
ſerious affairs, though all the while we talked of no- 
thing but tiifles. 

For the ſpace of an hour, I had diverted his excel- 
lency with all the fallies that my good humour could 
afford, when two magpies perching on the trees under 
which we fat, began to chatter in ſuch a noiſy * man- 
ner, as attracted our attention. Theſe birds (ſaid 
the duke) ſeem to ſcold one another : I ſhould be very 


glad to know. the cauſe of their quarrel,” © My lord, 
| (faid I) your curiofity puts me in mind of an Indian 


fable, which I have read in Pilpay, or ſome other author 
of that kind.” The miniſter deſired to hear it, and I 
recounted it in theſe words. $i | 

'« Heretofore a good monarch reigned in Perſia, 
whoſe genius being not quite extenſive enough to govern. 
his kingdom of himſelf, he left that care to his grand 
viſir Atalmuc, a man of ſuperior capacity, who ſup- 


ported the weight of that vaſt monarchy, without ſtoop- 


ing, and maintained it in profound peace. He had eveu 
the art of making the royal authority loved, as well as 
feared. ; and the ſubjects enjoyed an affectionate father 
in a viſir, who was faithful to his prince. Atalmuc had, 
among his ſecretaries, a young Cachemitian called 
Zeangir, whom he loved more than all the others. He 
took pleaſure in his converſation, carried. him, in bis 
company to the chace, and even diſcloſed to him his 
molt ſecret thoughts. One day, while they hunted to- 
gether in a wood, the viſir ſeeing two ravens croaking on 


a tree, ſaid to his ſecretary, © I wiſh1 knew what theſe 


birds are talking of, in their language.” * Signior, (an- 
ſweted the Cachemirian) your with may be accompliſh-. 
ed.” How can that be?” (replied Atalmuc.) A 
cabaliſtical derviſe (ſaid Zeangir) taught me the lan- 
guage of birds. If you pleaſe, I will liſten to theſe, 


and repeat to you verbatim every thing that I ſhall 


bear,” 
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The viſir conſented : and the Cachemirian approach. 
ing the ravens, ſeemed to lerd an attentive air to their 
diſcourſe: after which, returning to his maſter, „ Sig- 
nior, (faid he) would you believe it? we are the ſubjeQ 
of their converfation.” * Impoſitble (cried the Perſian 
miniſter) what can they fay of us?” „ One of them 
(replied the tecietary) fard, Behold the grand viſit Atal- 
muc in peiſon, that tutelary eagle who covers Perſia 
like a neſt with his wings, ard inceflantly watches for its 

reſervation As a relaxation from his painful toils, he 
| Shane in this wo0d with his faithful Zeangit. How 
happy is that ſecretary in ſerving a matter Who has fo 
much affeQion for him!“ © Sojtly, (ſaid the other 1a- 
ven) ſoftly ; don't too much extol the happineſs of that 
Cachemirian : Atalmuc, 'tis true, converſes familiarly 


with him, honours him with his confrdence, and I don't 


doubt, int-nds to give him a conſiderable poſt : but, be- 


fore that happens, Zeangi! will die of hunger. That 


poor devil lodges in a ſmall paultry room, where he is in 
want of the common neceſſaries of life. In a word, he 
lives in a miſerable manner, though no body at court 


erceives it. The grand viſir never thinks of inquiring 


into his circumſtances ; but, content with entertaining 


favourable ſentiments in his behalf, leaves him, in the 


mean time, a prey to poverty.“ 


Here I left off ſpeaking, in order to obſerve the duke, 


who aſked, with a ſmile, what impreſſion the apologue 


made on the mind of Atalmuc, and if the. grand viſit 


was not offended at the preſumption of his ſecretary. 
« No, my lord, (ſaid J, in great confuſion at his 
queſtion) the fable ſays, that, on the. contrary, he load- 
Ed him with favours.” That was lucky, (replied the 
duke, with a ſerious air) ſome miniſters would not like 
to be ſo ſchooled. But (added he, breaking off the 


diſcourſe, and getting up) I believe the king will ſoon 


be awake, and my duty obliges me to be near him.“ 
So ſaying, he walked baſtily towards the palace, without 


ſpeaking another word, and very ill pleated, as I ima- 


gined, with the Indian fable. 


I followed him to the very door of his Majeſty's bed- 
chamber; after. which, I went and put the papers into 


the.place from whence I had taken them, and then 


entered 
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entered the cloſet where our two copying ſecretaries 
were at work; for they were allo US with us. 
« What is the matter with you, Signior de 


diiturbed ! Has any diſagreeable accident happened to 
ou ?” | 
7 was too much affected with the bad ſucceſs of my 


d F to conceal my grief: I recounted to them 


what 1 had ſaid to the duke; and they expieſſed their 


ſympathy in the ſharp affliction with which I was ſeized. 


« You have great reaſon to be grieved, (ſaid one of 


them ;) I wiſh you may be better treated than the ſe- 


cretary of cardinal Spinola, who tired with having re- 
ceived nothing during fifteen months in which he was 


employed by his eminence, took the liberty, one day, 


of repreſenting his neceiſity, and craving ſome. money 


for his ſubſiſtence.” It is but juſt (ſaid. the miniſter) | 
that you thould be,paid: - Here, (added he, giving him . 
an order for a thouſand ducats) go and receive that ſum . 


from the royal. treaſury ; but remember,:at the ſame 


time, that I bave no further. occaſion for your ſervice.” 


„The ſecretary would have conſoled himſelf: for his 


diſmiſſion, had he.touched his thouſand ducats, aud 


been allowed to ſeek for buſineſs elſewhere ; but, juſt 


as he went out of the cardinal's houſe, he was ar- 
reſted by an alguazil, and conducted to the tower of 


Segovia, where he has been priſoner a long time.” 


This touch of. hiſtory redoubled my fear; I believed 
myſelf undone ; and becoming inconfolable, began to 
reproach my own impatience, as if I had not ſuffered . 


enough. Alas! (faid I) why did I riſk that unlucky 
fable which has diſpleaſed the miniſter ? perhaps, he 
was juſt on the point of extricating me out of my mi- 
ſerableſituation—nay, perhaps I was on the eve of mak- 


ing one of thoſe ſudden fortunes which aſtoniſh mankind, 
What riches! what honours have I loſt: by my own n 


folly ! I ought to have conſidered, that great men don't 


chooſe to be anticipated, but deſire that the leaſt gratiſi- 


cations they are obliged to give, ſhould be received as 
their own free grace and favour. It would have been 
better for me, to continue my ſlender regimen, without 
camplaining to the duke, and even to let mylelf die of 

1 | hunger, 


antillane? 
(ſaid they, when they ſaw me) you ſeem very much 


1068 The ADVENTURES of 


hunger, by which means the blame would have lain on 
his ſ14e, 

If I had even preſerved ſome ſparks of hope, my ma- 
ſter, whom I ſaw in the afternoon, would have baniſhed 
them entirely; he was very ſerious with me, contrary 
to cuſtom, and icarce ſpoke at all; a circumſtance that 
threw me into mortal diſquiet for the reſt of the day; 
neither did I paſs the night in more tranquillity, my ſor- 
row for ſeeing all my agreeable illuſions vaniſh, and the 
dread of increaſing the number of ſtate priſoners, made 
me groan and lament my condition till morning. 

I be next day was the criſis of my fate. The duke 
ordered me to be called in the morning, and I entered 
his chamber, trembling like a criminal who 1s going to 
receive ſentence. . Santillane, (ſaid he, ſhewing a 
paper which he held in his hand) take this order” | 
quaked at the word Order, ſaying to myſelf, “ O hea- 
ven! behold cardinal Spinola ! the carriage is ready for 
Segovia”—'The terror which ſeized me, was ſuch, that 
I interrupted the miniſter, and throwing myſelf at his 
feet, © My lord, (ſaid J, all in tears) I moſt humbly 
beg that your excellency will pardon my preſumption: it 
was neceſſity alone that compelled me to diſcloſe my 
ſituation.“ | 
The duke, who could not help laughing at my difor- 
der, anſwered, Be comforted, Gil Blas, and liſten to 
what 1 am going to fay—although the diſcovering thy 
neceſſities, was a repioach to me, for not having pre- 
vented them, I am not at all diſobliged, my friend; 1 am 
rather angry with myſelf for having omitted to alk how 
thou livelt, But to begin with making amends for this 
inattention, I give thee this order for hſteen hundred 
ducats, which will be paid upon fight, out of the royal 

treaſury. This is not all; I promiſe thee the ſame ſum 
annually, and befides, when people of wealth and 

eneroſity ſolicit thy intereſt, J do not forbid thee to 
Kok in their behalt.“ 

In the extaſy occaſioned by theſe words, I kiſſed the 
feet of the miniſter, who having commanded me to 
Tiſe, continued to diſcourſe with me in a familiar man- 
ner. I attempted to recal my good humour, .but I 
could not make ſuch a ſudden tranſition from grief to 


joy. 
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joy. I was as much confounded as a wretch who is 
informed of his pardon, in the very minute, when he 
expected his execution. My maſter aſcribed this agita- 
tion, to the fear of having incurred his diſpleaſure, tho? 
the dread of perpetual impriſonment had no leſs a ſhare 
in my diſcompoſure. He confeſſed, that he had affect- 
ed coolneſs towards me, to ſee whether or not I ſhould 
be afflited at the change; that from this he was con- 
vinced of my fincere attachment to his perſon, for which 
he loyed me the more, | 


CHAP. VII. The good uſe to which he put his 
fifteen hundred ducats ; the firſt affair in which he in- 
termeddled, and the profit from thence accruing, 


HE king, as if he had intended to gratify my im- 
| patience, returned the very next day, to Ma- 
drid ; upon which, I flew inſtantly to the royal tred- 
ſury, where I immediately touched the ſum contained 
in wy order. | liſtened to nothing but vanity and am- 
bition ; I abandoned wy milerable room to thoſe ſecre- 
taries who are ſtill ignorant of the language of birds, 

and once more hired my fine apartment, which was 
luckily untenanted, I ſent for a famous taylor, who 
worked for almoſt all the beaus; he took my mea- 
ſure, and carried me to a ſhop where he took off five 
ells of cloth, which (he ſaid) was barely ſufficient to 
make a ſuit for me, Five ells for a ſuit in the Spaniſh 
taſte! juſt heaven but let us ſpare our cenſure, 'Tay- 
lors of reputation always uſe more than others. I then 
bought 2 linen which I wanted very much, fil 
ſtockings, and a beaver laced with point d'eſpagne. This 
being done, I thought it would not look well for me to 
be without a lacquey, and deſired Vincent Forero my 
landlord, to accommodate me with one of his own re- 
commendation. Moſt of the ſtrangers who lodged with 
him, uſed, on their arrival at Madrid, to take Spaniſh 
valets into their ſervice, by which means, his houſe was 
the rendezvous of all the lacqueys out of place. The 
firſt that preſented himſelf, was a young fellow of ſuch 
a ſoft, devout appearance, that I would have nothing to | 

do with him; he locked too much like Ambroſe De 
. ne | Lamela, i 


— 


110 The ADVENTURES of 


Lamela. „ don't want (ſaid I to Forero) a valet of 
ſuch a religious deportment ; I have been already bit by 
ſuch another.” Scarce had I diſmiſſed. this lacquey, 


wen another came in of a very ſprightly appearance, as 


impudent as a court page, with ſomething roguilh in 
lis looks. Pleaſed, with his outſide, I put ſome queſ- 
tions to him, which he anſwered with ſpirit.- I obſerved 
that he was of an intriguing diſpoſition, and. looking 
upon him as a ſubject pat tar my purpoſe, engaged him 
immediately. I had no cauſe to repent of my choice, 


nay, I perceived, in a very little time, that I had made 


an admifable acquifition.. As the, duke had permitted 
me to ſpeak to him, in fayonr of people whom | wanted 
to ſerve, (and I was reſolved not to negieQ this permiſ- 
ſion ;) 1 had occaſion for a jack- call to diſcover the 
game; that is, an induſtrious, pleaſant fellow proper to 
find out, and allute thoſe who had favours to aſk of the 
prime miniſter. This office was quite the malter-piece 
of Scipio (ſuch was my lacquey's name) who had been 
in the ſer vice of Donna Anna de Guevara,.nurle to the 
prince of Spain, where he had exerciſed that talent to 
lome purpoſe. 

As ſoon as he underſtood my credit, and that I ſhould 
be glad to ule it to the belt advantage, he went to work, 
and that very day, ſaid to me, ** Signior, I have made a 
pretty good diſcovery ; a young gentleman of Granada, 
called Don Roger de Rada, is come to Madrid on 
an affair. of honour, which obliges him to ſolicit the 
duke of. Lerma's protection, and he is willing to pay 
well for the ſavout he ſhall obtain; I have already ſpoke 
with him, and found him deſirous of applying to Don 
Rodrigo de Calderona, whoſe power be had heard 
greatly extolled ; but 1 kave changed his inteation, by 
- aſſurivg him that Calderona ſells his good offices at an 
extravagant rate; whereas, you content yourſelf with a 
moderate gratification for yours, and that -you . would 
even employ them g:atis, were you in a ſituation that 
permitted you to follow your generous aid diſintereſted 
inclination ; in ſhort, I ſpoke to him in ſuch a manner, 
as that you will fee the gentleman at your levee to mor- 
row morning,” How! (faid I) Mr, Scipio, you have 
already done a great deal of work. I perceive that you 

CS ale 


Wr ee eee 


G „ K as 


ov . S e Xa 


GIL BLAS. 111 


are no novice in matters of intrigue; and am ſurprized 
that you have not made your fortune.” That ought 
not to ſurprize you; (he replied) I love to make money 
circulate, and never hoard up what J ger.” 

Don Roger de Rada actually came to my lodgings, 
and I received bim with politeneſs mixed with pride. 
« GSignior Cavalier (ſaid I) before I engage to ſerve you, 
I muſt know the affair of honom, that brings you to 
court ; for it may be of ſuch a nature, that 7 Gare not. 
ſpeak to the prime miniſter in your behalf; make, thete- 


fore, if you pleaſe, a faithful report of it, and be aſſured 


that F.will enter waimly into your intereſts, provided a a 
man of honour may eſpouſe them,” „ With all my. 
heart (replied the young Grenadine) I will fincetely re- 
count my ftory.” At the fame time, he related it, as 
follows. 


CHAP. VIII The hiffory of Don Roger de Rada. 


| ON Anaſtaſio de Rada, a Grenadine gentleman, _ 
lived happily in the town of Antequera, with 
Donna Eftephania his wife, who together with unble- 
milhed virtue, poſſeſſed a gentle diſpoſition and a great , 
ſhare of beauty. It ſhe had a tender affection for, her 
huſband, he was alſo diſtractedly fond of her, and be- 
ing naturally addicted to jealouſy, (though he had not 
the leaſt cauſe to {.fpeQ her fidelity) was. not without 
diſquiet. He was afraid that ſome ſecret enemy of his 
repoſe made attempts upon his honour ; he diftruſted 
all his friends, except Don Huberto de Hordales, Who 
had free acceſs to his houſe, in quality of Eftepha- 
nia's couſin, and who, indeed, was the only man he. 


| * to have ſuſpected. 


on Huberto actually fel} in love with his kinſwoman,; 
and had preſumption enough to declare his paſſion, with- 


out 1tegard to ties of blood, or the particular fiiendſhi 


ſubſiiting berween him and Anaſtafio. The lady being | 


a woman of diltctetion, in lead of making a diſcovery 


which might have been attended wih melancholy con- 
ſequences reprimanded her relation with gentlenels, re- 
preſented to him how much he was to blame, in at- 
tempting to leGuce her aud dilhonour her huſband ; and 


told 
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told him very ſeriouſly, that he mult not flatter himſelf 
with the hopes of ſucceſs. 

This moderation ſerved only to inflame the cavalier 
the more; and imagining that he mult puſh things to 
extremity with a woman of her character, he began to 


behave very diſteſpectfully to her, and one day, had 


the audacity to preſs her to ſatisfy his defire. She re- 
pulſed him with an\air of ſeverity, and threatened to 
make Don Anaſtaſho/ puniſh his raſhneſs. The gallant 
terrified at this menace, promiſed to ſpeak no more of 
his paſſion, and on the faith of that promiſe, Eſtepha- 
nia pardoned what: was paſt. 5 


Don Huberto, who was naturally a very wicked man, 


could not behold his love ſo ill repaid, without conceiy- 
ing a baſe deſire of being revenged, He. knew the jea- 
lous temper of Don Anaſtaſio, to be ſuſceptible, of any 
impreſſion which he had a mind to give; and he needed 


no more than this intelligence to form the blackeit de- 


ſign that ever entered into the heart of a villain. One 
evening, while he and this weak huiband were walking 
together, by themſelves ; he ſaid to him, with a me- 
lancholy air, My dear friend, I can no longer live 
without revealing to yau a ſecret, which I would have 
kept tor ever from your knowledge, were not your ho- 
nour dearer to you, than your repoſe ; but your delicacy 
and mine in point of injuries, permits me not to conceal 


what paſſes at your houſe ; prepare to. hear of co of 


news, which will give you as much ſorrow as ſurprize, 
for I mult touch you in the tendereſt part.“ 

g. Lunderſtaud you, (ſaid Don Anaſtaſio, already diſ- 
eompoſed) your coulin is unfaithful,” 4 no longer 
own her for my couſin, (replied Hordales, with an air 
of indignation} I renounce her: fyr ſhe is unworthy of 
ſuch a huſband.” * "Tis too much to make me languiſh 


in this manner, (cried Don Anaitafio :) ſpeak : what hag 


E:tephania done?“ “ She has une (ay you, (anſwered 
'Hube:to) you have a rival whoin ſhe entertains in pri- 


vate: but I know not his name; for the adulterer, by 


the favour of a dark night, concealed his perſon from 
thoſe who obſerved his retreat. All J know is, that 

ou ae deceived : that I am certain of, The concern 
which I ought to have in this affair, but too well verifies 


my 
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my report. Since I declare myſelf againſt Eſtephania I 
muſt be well convinced of her infidelity. 

It is in vain, (added he, obſerving that his diſcourſe 
had the defired effect) it is in vain for me to tell you 
more. I perceive that you don't deſerve the ingratitude 
with which your love is repaid ; and that you meditate 
juſt vengeance on the guilty. I will not oppoſe your 
deſign. Never examine who the victim is, whom you 
intend to ſtrike ; but ſhew to the whole city, that there- 
is nothing which you cannot facrifice to your honour.” 

The traitor thus animated a too credulous huſband: 
againſt an innocent wife, and painted, in ſuch lively 
colours, the infamy with which he would be covered, 
if he ſhould leave the injury unpuniſhed, that he grew 
mad with revenge. Don Anaſtaſio having loſt his judg- 
ment, ſeemed actuated by the furies, and went home, 
with a reſolution to ſtab his unhappy wife, who was jult-, 
going to bed when he came in. He conſtrained himſelf 
at firſt, and waited until the ſervants were withdrawn: 
then unreſtricted by the fear of heaven's wrath, by the 
diſhonour he was going to reflect upon his family, and 
even by the natural pity which he ought to have felt for 
an infant, which his wife had already carried fix months 
in her womb, he approached the victim, faying, in a 
furious tone, Thou muſt die, wietch } thou haſt but 
a moment to live; and that my generoſity allows thee, to 
ſpend in a prayer to heaven, to pardon the outrage thou 
haſt committed againſt me; for I would not have thee 
loſe thy ſoul, as thou halt loſt thy honour.” So ſaying, he 
unſheathed his poniard. His action and diſcourſe terri- 
hed Eftephania, who falling at his feet, and claſping her 
hands, ſaid to him in the utmoſt aſtoniſhment, + What 
is the matter, Signior ! what cauſe of diſcontent have 
been ſo unhappy as to give you? Why would you 
take-away the lite of your ſpouſe ? If you ſuſpect her 
of infidelity, indeed you are miſtaken.” 

No, no! Fat” aver huſband haſtily replied) I 
am but too well aſſured of your falſehood : thote who 
informed me are creditable perſons. Don Huberto”— 
„Ab, Signior ! (ſaid ſhe, interrupting him with pre- 
Cipitation) you have reaſon to diſtruſt D 

C 
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He is leſs your friend than you imagine: if he has ſaid 


any thing to the prejudice of my virtue, do not believe. 


hiu:,” * Peace, infamous womair! (anſwered Don 
Anaſtaſio) by endeavouring to prejudice me againſt Hor- 
dales, you jultify, in ſtead of diſſipating, my ſuſpicions, 
You endeavour to render that relation ſuſpected, be- 
cauſe he is informed of your miſconduQ: you want to 


invalidate his teimony; but that artince is vain, and. 


redoubles my deſire of puniſhing your guilt.” “ My 
dear huſband ! (1eſumed the innocent Ettephania, weep- 
ing bitterly) diſtruſt your own blind rage: if you follow 
its emotions, you will commit an action, which it will 
not be in your power to atone, when once you are 
convinced of your injuilice. In the name of God, quiet 
your tranſports: at leatt, give yourſelf time to clear up 


your ſuſpicions, and do jultice to a wife, who has no 


Qime to reproach herſelf with.” 


Any other than Anaſtaſio would have been moved 


with theſe. words, and ili!l more with the affliétion of 
her who pronounced them ; but he, cruel man! far 


from being melted at her diſtreſs, once more bade the lady 


recommend herſelf quickly to God, and even lifted up his 


arm to ſtrike, + Hold, barbarian! (cried ſhe) if thy love 


for me is entirely extinguiſhed.; if the marks of tender- 


nels, which I have laviſhed upon thee, are effaced from 


thy remembrance; if my tears cannot divert thee from 
thy execrable deſign; at leaſt, have fome regard to thy 
own blood. Arm not thy frantic hand againſt an 1nno- 
cent, who has not yet ſeen the light: thou canſt not be 
its executioner without offending heaven and earth. As 
for my. part, J forgive thee. my death: but be aſſured, 
the blood of the babe will cry foi Vengeance upon ſuch 
a horrible, deed.” es N 
Howloever determined Don Ana ſtaſio was to pay no 


attention to what Eilephania might ſay, he could not 


help being moved by theſe dreadtul images, which her 


lait words preſented to his thought. Wheretore, as if 


he had been afraid that his emotion would betray his 
reſentment, he haſtened to take advantage of the fury 
that remained in his heart, and plunged his poniaid into 

| | PIE: . the 


GIL BLAS. ng 


the right ſide of his wife, quitted his houſe immediate- 
ly, and fled from Antequera. 

Mean while, the unfortunate lady was fo ſtunned with 
the blow which ſhe had received, that ſhe lay ſome 
minutes on the floor, without any ſigns of life: after- 
wards, recovering her ſpirits, ſhe uttered ſuch plaints 
and lamentations, as brought an old maid-ſervant into 
the room. As ſoon as this good woman ſaw her miſtreſs 
in ſuch a piteous condition, ſhe waked the reſt of the 
domeſtics, and even the neighbours with her cries. The 
chamber was ſoon filled with people; ſurgeons were 
called ; they examined the wound, and had good hopes 
of her recovery. They were not miſtaken in their conjec- | 
ture; for, in a little time, they cured Eſtaphania, who 
was happily delivered, three months after this cruel ad- 
venture, of a ſon, (Signior Gil Blas,) whom you now 
ſee. I am the fruit of that melancholy pregnancy. 

Although ſcandal ſeldom ſpares a woman's virtue, it 


reſpected that of my mother; and this bloody ſcene was 5 


looked upon in town, as the groundleſs tranſport of a 
jealous huſband. My father, 'tis true, was known to be 
a violent man, very apt to take umbrage without cauſe, 
Hordales concluded, that his kinſwoman ſuſpeQed him- 
of having diſtuibed the mind of Don Anaſtaſio with 
falſe ſtories; and ſatisfied with being, at leaſt half re- 
venged, left off viſiting her. Not to tire you, Sir, I 
will not enlarge upon the particulars of my education; 
but only obſerve, that my mother's principal care was 
to have me taught to fence; and I accordingly learned 
that exeiciſe, a long time, in the moſt celebrated ſchools 
of Grenada and Seville. She waited with impatience, 
until J was old enough to meaſure my ſword with that 
of Don Huberto, betore ſhe intormed me of the cauſe the. 
had to complain of him : then, I being in my eighteenth 
year, ſhe imparted to me the whole ſtory ; not without 
thedding tears in abundance, and appearing affected 
with the moſt violent forrow. What impreſſion muſt a, 
mother, in that condition, make on a ſon, who-neither 
wanted courage nor ſentiment? I went inſtantly, and 
Challenged He rdales to a private place, where, after a 
pretty obſtinate combat, I ran him through the body, in 
three places, and left him breathleſs on the ſpot. 5 
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Don Huberto finding himſelf mortally wounded, fix- 
ed his laſt looks upon me, and ſaid he received the death 
J had given him, as a juſt puniſhment for the crime he 
had committed againtt the honour of my mother. He 


confeſſed he had reſolved upon her deſtruction, to be 


revenged of her for her ſcorn ;. and expired, aſking par- 
don 7 heaven, Don Anattaſto, Eſtephania, and me. I 
did not think proper to return, in order to inform my 
mother of what had happened, I leit that to fame; and 
paſſing the mountains, repaired to Malaga, where J ei- 
barked with the captain of a privateer, juſt ready to ſail 
on a cruize, He thought I did not look like one who 


wanted courage, and gladly conſented that J ſhould join 
his volunteers. 


We ſoon found an opportunity of ſignalizing out- 


ſelves. Near the iſland ot Albouran *, we met a corfair 


of Mellila, in her retmin to the coaſt of Africa, with a 


Spaniſh thip richly laden, which ſhe had taken off Car- 
thagena f. We vigoroully attacked the African, and 
made ourtelves malters of both ſhips, in which we found 
fourſcore Chriſtians, whom they were carrying as ſlaves 
to Barbary. Then, taking advantage of a favourable 
wind that ſprung up for the coaſt of Grenada, we ar- 
rived, in a little time, at Punta de Helena. 

While we aſked the ſlaves, whom we had delivered, 
the places of their nativity, I put that queſtion to a 
man of a good mien, who ſeemed to be about fifty years 
of age. He anſwered, with a ſigh, that he was from 
Antequera, I felt a ſtrange emotion at his reply, with- 
out knowing wherefore ; and he perceiving it, was re- 
markably diſturbed in his turn. Iam (laid I). your 


townſman: may [| alk. the name of your family?“ 


Alas! (he replied) you renew my grief, by deſiring 


** Albouran, a. ſmall iſland in the Mediterranean, on the coaſt 
of the kingdom of Fez, Mellila is a little city in the ſame part of 
Barbary. 7 | 

＋ Carthagena, or New Carthage, an ancient city, in the king- 
dom of Murcia, ſituated on the coaſt of the Mediterranean ſea. I: 
was built by a colony of the Carthagenians, and taken by S àpio, 
210 years before the birth of Chriſt. Here it was, that great com- 
mander gave that admirable proof of his moderation, which hath 


been tranſmitted to poſterity, ,in the ſtory of the beautiful captive. 


whom he fo generouſly reſtored to her lover. 
me 
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me to gratify your curioſity, Eighteen years ago I quit- 
ted Antequera, whete | cannot be remembered without 
horror: you yourſelf may, perhaps, have heard of me 
but too often: my name is Don Anaſtaſio de Rada.” 
« Juft heaven (cried I) can I believe my ſenſes? What! 
is this Don Anaſtaſto, my own father, whom I ſee!” 
What is that you ſay, young man? (cried he, in his 
turn, looking at me with ſurprize) is it poſſible that you 
are that unhappy infant, which was in its mother's 
womb, when ] ſacrificed her to my fury?” Ves, my 
father, (ſaid I) Jam he, whom the virtuous Eſtephania 
brought into the world, three months after that fatal 
night, on which you. left her weltering in her blood.” 
Don Anaſtaſio, before I had finiſhed theſe words, fell 
upon my neck, claſped me in his arms, and, for a whole 
quarter of an hour, we did nothing but mingle our fighs 
and tears. After having yielded to thoſe tender emotions, 
that ſuch a meeting could not fail to raiſe, my father 
hfted up his eyes, and thanked heaven for having pre- 
ferved the life of Eſtephania. But, a moment after, as 
if he had been afraid of giving thanks unſeaſonably, he 
aſked in what manner the innocence of his wiſe had 
been proved? “ Signior, (ſaid I) no body but you ever 
doubted it: her conduct was always irreproachable. I 
will diſabuſe you: you muſt know, that you was im- 
poſed upon by Don Huberto.” I then recounted the 
whole of that relatien's perfidy, the vengeance I had 
taken, and the confeſſion he made at his death. My father 
was not ſo much pleaſed with the recovery of his free- 
dom, as with the news I told. In the exceſs of his joy, he 
began to embrace me again with tenderneſs and tranſ- 
port; and could not help expreſſing his ſatisfaction with 
regard to my conduct. Come, my fon, (ſaid he) let us 
haſten to Antequera. I burn with impatience, to throw 
myſelf at the feet of a wife, whom [I have ſo unworthily 
treated. 'Since you have made me acquainted with my 
own injuſtice, my heart is torn with remorſe !” 

I was too eager to bring together perſons who 
were ſo dear to me, to retard the happy moment: I 
quitted the privateer, and with my ſhare of the prize we 
had taken, bought two mules at Adra, my father being 
unwilling to expoſe himſelf again to the dangers of _— 
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ſea, He had leiſure enough on the road, to relate his 
adventures, which I heard with as greedy attention as 


to hi 
brous 


that which the prince of Ithaca paid to thoſe of the cum! 
king his father. In ſhort, after having travelled ſeveral that 
days, we gained the foot of a mountain, in the neigh- teme 
bourhood of Antequera, where we halted ; and 2 jeſty 
ing to go home privately, did not enter the town till pull 
midnight. | 5 aue 
I leave you to gueſs the ſurprize of my mother, at the 1 
the return of a huſband, whom ſhe thought forever 1 
loſt; and the miraculous manner (if | may be allowed who 
the expreſſion) in which he was reitored, became another nod 
cauſe for her aſtoniſhment. He aſked pardon for his _ 
barbarity, with ſuch genuine marks of repentance, that Uly 
ſhe could not help being affected with them; and, in- > 
ſtead of regarding him as an affaſſin, looked upon him * 
as a man to whom heaven had ſubjefted her will; fo bur 
ſacred is the name of huſband to a virtuous woman | die 
Eſtephania had been ſo anxious on my account, that ſons 
| The was overjoyed at my return. But her pleaſure was c 
not without allay: the filter of Hordales had begun a | 
criminal procets againſt the murderer of her brother, ; 
and cauſed me to be ſearched for every where, in ſuch 
a manner, that my mother knowing how inſecure | was 
at home, ſuffered great uneaſineſs, which obliged me 10 7 
ſet out that very night for court, where I come, Signiot, * 
to ſolicit my pardon, which I hope to obtain, ſince you 1 
deſign to ſpeak to the prime minitter in my behalf, and * 
to ſupport me with your whole credit.“ : 
The valiant fon of Don Anaſtaſio here finiſhed his nar- ” 
ration; upon which I ſaid to him, with an air ef 1npor- n 
tance: © Enough, Signior Don Roger, the caſe ſeems b, 
par conable: I undertake to communicate your affair to F 
his excellency, and Iwill venture to promiſe you his 0 
protection.“ The Grenadine, upon this aſſurance, la unch- R 
ed out into a world of thanks, which would only bave 8 
entered at one ear and gone out at the other, had he not 1 
|: aſſured me, that whatever ſervice I ſhould do him, : 
would be cloſe followed by his acknowledgment. As 
ſoon as he touched on that ſtring, I put myſelf in mo- 


i tion, and that very day recounted his ſtory to the duke, 
1 who haying permitted me to introduce the cayalier, ſaid 
| to 
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to him, “Pon Roger, I am informed of the affair that 
brought you to court; Santillane has told me every cir- 
cumitance ; make yourſelf ealy ; you have done nothing 
that is not excuſable; and it is particulaily to thofe gen- 
tlemen, who revenge their injured honour, that his Ma- 
jeſty loves to ſhew favour. For the ſake of form you 
mult go to priſon; but be aſſuted, you ſhall not conti- 
nue in it long. Your fiiend Santillane will take care of 
the reſt, and ſoon procure your enlagement.” 


Don Roger made a profound bow to the miniſter, on 


whoſe word he ſurrendered himfelf. His pardon by my 
care, was expedited in a very little time; for in leſs than 
ten days, I ſent this new Telemachus home to his 
Ulyſſes and Penelope; whereas, had he heen without a 
protector, he would not perhaps, have been quit for a 
whole year's imprifoninent, I touched no more than an 
hundred piſtoles for my good offices: fo that it was not a 


great catch. But I was not yet a Calderona, to deſpiſe 


{mall matters. 


CAST AX: Cf Blas finds menns to 2 con i- 


derable fortune in a very ſbort .....'. and gives himſelf 
great airs accordingly. 


"I No affair quickened my appetite; and ten piſ- 
1 toles which I gave to Scipio, for the right of bro- 
kerage, encouraged kim to go upon the ſcent again. 1 
have already extolled his tallents in this way: he might 
have been juſtly entitled the great Scipio. The ſecond 
cuſtomer he brought, was a printer, who in deſpight of 
common ſenſe, had enriched himſelf by books of knight - 
eriantry. This honeſt tradeſman had pirated a work 
belonging to another printer, and bis edition was ſeized. 
For thiee hundred ducats, he obtained, through my 
means, a replevy, and eicaped a large fine. Though 


the miniſter, properly ſpeaking, had no buſineſs with 


this affair, his excellency, at my requeit, was fo good 
as to interpoſe his authority. Alter the printer, a mer- 
chant paſſed through my hands on the following occa- 
fion. A Portugueze ſhip had been taken by a corſair of 
Barbary, and afterwards tetaken by aptivateer of Cadiz. 
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Two thirds of the loading, belonged to a merchant of 
Liſbon, who having reclaimed it in vain, came to court, 
in queſt of a patron, who had credit enough to cauſe te- 
ſtitution to be made. I intereſted myſelf in his behalf, 
and he got poſſeſſion of his effects, in conſideration of 
a preſeat which he made me, of four hundred piſtoles, 
for my protection. 

Methinks I hear the reader cry in this place, Bravo, 
Monſieur de Santillane, put hay into your boots; you are 
ina fine road, puſh your fortune O] that I will I warrant 
you—l ſee if Iam not miſtaken, my valet coming with a 
new prize, which he has grappled—Right : it is-Scipio 
let us hear him. © Signior, (ſaid he) allow me to in- 
troduce this famous operator to you. He wants a pa- 
tent to ſell his medicines, excluſive of all others, du- 
ring the ſpace of ten years, in all the cities under the 
dominion of Spain ; that is, all perſons of his profeſſion 
thall be.prohibited from ſettling in the place or places 
where he reſides; and he will pay, as an acknowledg- 
ment, two hundred piſtoles to any perſon who will 
procure for him the ſaid privilege.” I ſaid to the mounte- 
bank, aſſuming the patron, «+ Well friend, your buſi- 
neſs ſhall be done.” Sure enough, in a very few days, 
I diſpatched him with patents, which entitled him to 
cheat the people excluſively, through all the kingdoms 
of Spain. | =) | 

Though my wealth increaſed, T had obtained of his 
excellency the four favours I had aſked, fo eaſily, that! 
never heſitated in requeſting a fifth; which was the go- 
vernment of the city of Vera, on the confines of Gre- 
nada, for a knight of Calatrava “, who promiſed me 2 
thouſand piitoles for the place. The miniſter laughed 

to ſee me ſo hot on the game: Egad, Gil Blas, (faid 


he) you go on at a rare rate: you mult be furiouſly in- 


* Calatrava, a military order of knighthood in Spain; inſtituted 
in the year 1158, during the reiga of Sancho the third, king of 
Caſtile. This ſociety had formerly ſignalized its zeal and courage, 
in many battles againſt the infidels, and is ſtill poſſeſſed of 56 com- 
manderies, and fixteen priories. The habit of the order, is a large 
white mantle, with a red croſs on the left fide, powdered with 
flowers de luce, The knights make a vow of poverty, obedience 
and conjugal fidelity : and take an oath to maintain the immaculate 
conception of the bleſſed virgin, NR 

clined 
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ſtand upon trifles with you: but when you demand go- 
yernments, and other conſiderable favours, you ſhall, if 
you pleaſe, be contented with one half of the profit, and 
be accountable for the other to me. You can't imagine 
(added he) whatexpence I am obliged to be at, or how 
many reſources I muſt have to ſupport the dignity of my 
oft : for, notwithſtanding the diſintereſted appearance 
j aſſume, I confeſs I am not imprudent enough 
to diſorder my domeſtic affairs. Take your meaſures 
accordingly.” q | 
My matter, by this diſcourſe, baniſhing all fear of be- 
ing importunate, or rather encouraging me to return fre- 
quently to the charge, I became more greedy of riches 
than ever ; and would have willingly advertiſed, that 


all thoſe who wanted favours at court, ſhould apply to 


me. I went upon one courſe, Scipio upon another, in 
queſt of people whom we might ſerve for money, My 


knight of Calatrava had his government of Vera, for 
his thouſand piſtoles; and I ſoon obtained another at 


the ſame price for a knight of St. Iago*® I was not 
contented with making governors only, I conferred or- 
ders of knighthood-and cc: verted ſome good plebeians 
into bad gentlemen, by victuc of excellent letters patent. 
| was alle willing that the clergy ſhould feel my bene- 
volence: I beſtowed ſmall benefices, canonſhips, and 


ſoine eccleſiaſtical dignities. As tor the biſhoprics and 


archbiſhoprics, they were all in the gift of Don Rodrigo 


de Calderona, who likewile appointed magiſtrates, com- 


manders, and viceroys. A plain proof that the great 
places were no better filled than the ſmall ones; for the 
people we chole to occupy the poſts, of which we made 
ſuch an honourable traffic, were not always the beſt 


qualified, or moſt regular. We knew very well, that the 


wits of Madrid made themſelves merry at our expence; 
but we reſembled thoſe miſers, who conſole themſelves 
for the public ſcorn, with a fight of their gold, 


* St. Iago, or St. James, This is the higheſt order of knight- | 


hood in Spain, inſtituted in the twelfth century. They take an oath 
to defend the pilgrims that viſit the tomb of St. James, at Compoſ- 
tella, from the inſults of the moors, They bear tor arms a {word 
gules, the handle in form of a croſs, powdered with flowers de luce; 


Vol. III. Iſoctate 


dined to oblige your neighbour. Hark'ye, I ſhall not 
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Ifocrates has reaſon to call intemperance and folly the 
inſeparable companions of wealth. When I found my. 
felf maſter of thirty thouſand ducats, and in a condition 
to get, perhaps, ten times as much, I thought I muſt 
then make a figure worthy of the prime miniſter's con- 
fident. I hired a whole houſe, which I furniſhed in a 
handſome manner; bought the coach of a notary, who 
had ſet it up through oſtentation, and now wanted to get 
ridof it, by the advice of his baker. I engaged a coach- 
man; and as It is but juſt to advance old ſervants, raiſed 
Scipio to the tripple honour of my valet de chambre, 
ſecretary and ſteward. But what put the finiſhing ſtroke 
to my pride, was the miniſter's allowing my people to 
wear his livery. This baniſhed all the judgment that 
Temained ; and I became as mad as the diſciples of Por- 
cius Latro, who when they had made themſelves as pale 
as their maſter, by drinking decoQtions of cumin, ima- 

ined themſelves as learned; and well nigh believed 
myſelf the Duke of Lerma's relation. I really took it 
into my head, that I ſhould paſs for ſuch, or, perhaps, 
for one of his ballards: a reflection that gave me in- 
nite pleaſure. 

Add to this, that, in imitation of his excellency, who 
kept open table, I reſolved to entertain alſo, For this 
purpole, I ordered Scipio to look out for a ſkilful coot.; 
and he found one, who was, perhaps, comparable to 
that of Nomentanus “, of dainty memory. I furniſhed 


my cellar with delicious wines, and after having laid in 


all other kinds of proviſion, began to receive company. 


Every evening, ſome of the principal clerks of the mi- 


niſter's office, who proudly aſſume the quality of ſecre- 


taries of ſtate, came to ſup with me. I gave them good 


cheer, and always ſent thein home well watered. Scipio, 
on his ſide, (for it was like maſter, like man) kept table 
alſo, in the buttery, where he regaled his acquaintances 
at my expence. But, excluſive of my regard fer that 
young teltow, I thougat, as he contributed to my getting 
money, he had a right tv alliit me in ſpending it. he- 
fides, I looked upon this protuſiun like a young man, and 


* J ucius Caſſius Nomentanus, à ſatnous epicure, that lived in the 
Auguſtan age, and eat up a vaſt jurture. He is upon honourabie 
record in many places of Horace, for his nice taſte in ſenſuality. 

8 | 


ſudden; Did I underſtand you aright? (faid he) what! 
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did not perceive the conſequence. I had another reaſon 
allo, for overlooking it. Benefices and employments ne- 
ver ceaſed bringing griſt to the mill; and ſeeing my 
finances daily increaſe, I thought I had, for once, a 
nail into the wheel of fortune. 

There was nothing now wanting to gratify my vanity, 
but to make Fabricius an eye-witneſs of my pomp. I 
did not doubt that he was returned from Andalouſia ; 
and, that J might have the pleaſure of ſurprizing him, 
ſent him an anonymous billet, importing, that a Sicilian 
nobleman, of his acquaintance, expected him to ſupper, 
at ſuch a day, hour and place. Nunnez came at the 


time appointed, and was amazed to find that I was the 


foreign nobleman, who had invited him to ſupper. 
« Yes, friend, (ſaid I to him) this is my houſe ; I have 
a handſome equipage, a good table, and a ſtrong box be- 
ſides.” © Is it poſlible (cried he, with great vivacity) 
that I find thee again in ſuch opulence ! how happy am 
I in having recommended thee to Count Galiano ! I told 
thee that he was a generous nobleman, who would ſoon 
make thee eaſy for life. Thou haſt, doubtleſs (added he) 
followed. the wiſe advice I gave thee, and given the 
butler a little more rein. I congratulate thee upon thy 
conduct; for it is by ſuch prudent meaſures only, that 
the ſtewards in great families become ſo rich.“ 

L let Fabricius applaud himſelf as much as he pleaſed, 
for having introduced me to the ſervice of Count Galia- 
no: after which, in order to moderate the joy which 
he felt for having procured me ſuch a good poſt, 1 re- 
lated the marks of gratitude with which that nobleman 
had repaid my ſervice : but perceiving that my poet, 
while I made the detail, ſung his recantation within 
himſelf; I ſaid to him,“ I forgive the Sicilian—between 
you and me, I have more cauſe to rejoice than be ſorry 
at his behaviour towards me. If the count had not uſed 
me ill, I ſhould have followed him to Sicily, where I 
ſhould now be a ſervant, in expectation of an uncertain 
eftabliſhment. In a word, I thould not be confident to 
the Duke of Lerma.” Nunnez was fo {truck with theſe 
laſt words, that he continued ſome minutes, incapable 
of uttering one ſyllable. Then breaking ſilence, all of a 
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have you the confidence of the piime-minifter? © 1 
ſhare it (I replied) with Don Rodrigo de Calderona, and 
in all appearance, I ſhall make great progreſs,” “ Tru— 
ly, Signior de Santillane, (ſaid he) J look upon you with 
admiration ! you ate capable of filling all ſorts of em- 
ployments. What talents you are malter of! you have 
(to uſe the expreſſion of our tennis-court) the univerſal 
tool: that is to ſay, you are qualified for every thing, 
Finally, Signior (added he) Iam overjoyed at your wor- 
ſhip's proſperity.” © Oh the devil (ſaid I, interrupting 
him) Mr. Nunnez, truce with Signior and your worthip: 
let us baniſh thele terms, and live familiarly together,” 
Thou art in the right, (he 1eplied) I ought not to 
look upon thee otherwiſe than uſual, although thou art 
become rich. I will covfets my weakneſs : 1 was daz- 
zled when I underſtood thy happy fate. But that pre- 
Judice is over, and I now behold thee again as my old 
friend Gil Blas” | 
Our converſation was interrupted by the arrival of 
four or hve clerks. ** Gentlemen, (ſaid I to them, pre- 
ſenting Nunnez) you ſhall ſup withSignior Don Fabricio, 
who compoſes verſes worthv of king“ Numa, and writes 
in proſe, like a prodigy.” Unluckily, [ ſpoke to people 
who regarded poetry ſo little, that our author ſuffered 
on account of his profeſſion. Scatce would they deign 
to favour him with a look. It was to no purpoſe that 
he ſaid witty things, in order to attract their attention; 
they did not perceive the beauty of his fallies : and he 
was ſo much piqued zt their want of taſte, that he 
made uſe of his poetical licence, and cunningly with- 
diawing from the company, difappeated. Our clerks 
did not perceive his retieat, and tat down to table, 
without ſo muchas aking what was become of him. 
Juſtas J had done dreſſing, next morning, and was 
going abroad, the poet of the Aſturies entered my cham- 
ber, la) ing, 1 aſs pardon (my friend) tor having ſo 
abruptly left thy clerks, laſt night; but truly, I was ſo 
much out of my element, among them, that I could 
no longer endure my ſituation. A parcel of inſolent fel- 


* The obſcure verſes ſang by the Salian prieſts, in their proceff- 
due, „eie compoſed by Numa. 
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lows with their ſelf-ſufficient ſtarched airs ! T can'tcom- 
piehend how thou, who haſt an acuteneſs of under- 
ſtanding, can'ſt accommodate thyſelfto ſuch ſtupid gueſts; 
this very day (added he) I will bring hither, fellows of 
wit and ſpirit.” * I ſhall be obliged to thee (anſwered 
I) and will entirely depend upon thy taſte in the choice 
of them.” © Thou art in the right (ſaid he) I promiſe 
thee ſuperior geniuſes, of the mott entertaining cha- 
raQers, I will go this inftant to a coffee-houſe where 
they meet, and beſpeak them before they engage them- 
lelves eliewhere ; for, happy is the man who can have 
their company at dinner or ſupper, fo much are. they 
admired for their agreeable humour, 

20 ſaying, heleit me, and at ſupper-time, returned 
with ſix authors only, whom he introduced to me, one 
after another, characterizing each as he preſented him. 
To hear him, one would have thought thoſe wits ſut— 
paiſed thoſe of antient Greece and Italy; and their works 
(as he ſaid) deſerved to be engraven in letters of gold. 
[received thoſe gentlemen very politely, and even * 
ed to load them with civility; for the nation of authors 
is a little vain glorious. Though I had not laid my in- 
junctions on Scipio to take care that our table ſhould be 
lumptuouſly fui nithed, as he knew what ſoit of people I 
was to treat that day, he had reinforced our ſervices of 
his own accord, In ſhort, we went to ſupper in high glee; 
my poets began to talk of themſelves, and were not ſilent 
in their own praiſe, One with a loſty air, mentioned 
223 and ladies of quality who were delighted with 

is muſe; another, finding fault with the choice which 
a learned academy had made of two menibers, modeſtly 


obſerved that they ought to have choſen him. The dit- 


courſe of the reit was not a whit leſs arrogant. In the 
middle of ſupper, they worried me with verſe and proſe; 
each in his turn, repeating a ſpecimen of his own writ- 
ings ; one regaled me with a ſonnet ; another rehearſed 
a ſcene of tragedy ; a third, read a criticiſm upon a 
comedy; and a fourth, endeavouring in his turn to give 
us an ode of Anacieon, tranſlated into wretched Spanith 
verle, was interrupted by one of his brethren, who told 
him that he had uſed an improper term. The author of 
the trantlation denied his affertion ; and a diſpute a- 
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roſe, in which all the wits eſpouſed one fide or other; 
the votes were equal, the diſputants grew hot, and pro- 
ceeded to invectives: The debate ſtill continued; until 


becoming quite furious, they got up and went by the 
ears together, Fabricio, Scipio, my coachman, lacqueys 


and myſelf, had all ſufficient work in parting them; 
which when we hed accompliſhed, they went away, as 
if from a public houſe, without making theleaſt apology 
for their impolite behaviour. 5 
Nunnez upon whoſe promiſe I had formed an agree- 


able idea ol this entertainment, remained very much out 


of countenaz.ce at this adventure.“ Well, friend, (ſaid 
I to him) will you till extol your fellow gueſts ? Upon 
my conſcience you have brought hither a villainous ſet. 


I will hencefo th keep tomy clerks; don't talk to me of 
authors,” „will bring no more ſuch (anſwered he) 


thou halt ſeen the beſt of the whole ttibe.“ 


CHAP. X. The morals of Gi! Blas are intirely cor— 
rußteil at court. He is charged with a commiſſion ly 
the Count de Lemos, and engages in an intrigue with 
that nobleman. 5 | 


S8 ſoon as I was known to be in favour with the 


Duke of Lerma, I had a court of my own. Every 


morning my anti-chamber was full of people, and I gave 


audience at my levee. TWo kinds of company came 
thither ; one, to buy my intereſt with the miniſter for 
favours ; and the other to move me by ſupplications, to 


obtain for them what they wanted, gratis. The firlt 


were ſure of being heard and aſſiſted; but with regard 
to the laſt, I got fid of them immediately by evaſive ex- 
cuſes or amuſed them fo long, that their patience for- 
ſook them. Before I belonged to court, I was naturally 
compatlionate and chafitable; but I no longer felt that 
humane weakneſs, and became as hard as flint. Of conſe- 
quence, I cured myſelf of my triendikips alſo, and ſtript 
myſelt of all ſocial affection, as will appear by my beha- 
viourto Joſeph Navarro, in an affair Jam going to relate. 

This Navarro, to whom owed fo many obligations, 
and who, in one word, was the firſt cauſe of my for- 
tune, came one day to my houſe ; and after having ex- 
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preſſed a great deal of friendſhip for me, as he always 
did when we met, deſired me to aſk of the Duke of Ler- 
ma, a certain employment for one of his friends; telling 


me, that the cavalier in whoſe behalf he ſolicited, was a 


very amiable young gentleman of great merit, but that 
he wanted a poſt for his ſubſiſtence: I don't at all 
doubt (added Joſeph) that, kind and obliging as you are, 
you will be overjoyed at an opportunityot ſerving a man 
of honour in diſtreſs; and I am ture that you will think 
yourſelf beholden to me, for giving you this occaſion of 
exerting your generoſity.” This was plainly telling me, 
that he expected it for nothing; and though I did not 
much reliſh the propoſal, I appeared very much diſpoſed 
to do what he deſired. I am charmed (anſwered I to 
Navarro) that] have it in my power to ſhew my lively 
gratitude for all the favours which I have received at 
your hands. Your intereſting yourſelf for any one, is a 
ſufficient inducement for me to ſerve him; your friend 
ſhall have that place you have pitched upon for him, de- 
pend upon it ; the affair is now no longer yours but 
mine.” 5 

On this aſſurance, Joſeph went away very well ſatis- 
fied. Nevertheleſs, the perſon whom he recommended, 
did not obtain the poſt in queſtion, I procured it for 
another man, in conſideration of a thouſand ducats 
which I put into my ſtrong box, and which preferred 
to any acknowledgment I might have expected from the 
clerk of the kitchen, to whom I ſaid (with an air of mor- 
tikcation) when next we met; Ah ! my dear Navarro, 
you was too late in ſpeaking tome; I was prevented 
by Calderona, who has given away that ſame poſt ; and 
I am quite in deſpair, that I have not better news to 
entertain you with.“ „ 

Joſeph implicitly believed what I ſaid, and we parted 
more friends thanever; but Ibelieve he ſoon diſcovered 
the truth, for he never after came to my houſe; and I 
was Charmed at his abſence. For beſides my bein 
burthencd by the ſervices he had done me, I thought ic 
did not look well tor people of my rank at court, to 
keep company with butlers. 

| have not mentioned the count de Lemos a good 
while. Let us now return to that nobleman, whom I 
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fometimes viſited, I had carried to him the thouſand 
piſtoles, as I formerly obſerved, and aſtetwards gave him 
a thouſand more, by orderof the duke his uncle, out of 
the money I had belonging to his excellency. The 
Count de Lemos, had a long converſation with me, that 
day: He told me that he had at laſt gained his end, and 
intircly poſſeſſed the good graces of the prince of Spain 
whoſe ſole confident he was: He then gave me charge 
of a very honourable commiſſion which he had already 
prepared for me. © Friend Santillane, (faid he) now is 
the time to be doing; ſpare nothing to diſcover ſome 
young beauty, who ſhall be worthy to amuſe that gallant 
prince. You don't want wit, and I need ſay no more; 
go, run, ſearch, and when you have made a lucky diſ- 
covery, come and impartit to me.” I promifed to ne- 
glect nothing, in acquitting myſelf handſomely of this 
employment, which mult not be very difficult to exer- 
Cile, lince ſo many people live by the fame profeſſion, 
had not been much uſed to theſe kinds of inquiry ; 
but not doubting that Scipio was an adept in the art, I 
called ſor him when I came home, and ſaid to him in 
p:ivate ; * Child, I am going to intruſt thee with a great 
lecret. Do'ſt thou know, that in the midſt of fortunes 
favours | find I viant ſome thing ?7—« I can eaſily 
gueſs what that is, (ſaid he, interrupting me before | 
Could proceed) you wantan agreeablenymph to unbend 
and exhilerate your ſpirits; and truly it is aſtoniſhing, 
that you ſhould be without one 1n the prime of your age, 
when grave grey beards cannot diſpenſe with ſuch re- 
creation.“ J admire thy penetration; (anſwered [ 
with a ſmile) yes, a miſtreſs I want, and deſire to have 
one of thy reconnnending. But I muſt warn thee betore- 
hand, that J ain very delicate in theſe matters. | expect 
a lady of beauty and good morals. © What you require 
(replied Scipio) is not eaſily found ; but, however, we 
live, thank God, in a city that affords ſome of all 
ſorts, andl ho pe 1 thall ſoon be able to fit you to a 
hair.“ | 
Sure enough in three days he ſaid, 1 have diſco- 
vered a treaſure; a young lady, whole name is Catalina, 
of a good family, and raviſhing beauty; ſhe lives under 
the tuitionof her aunt, in a little houſe, whete they 5 
5 
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ſiſt in an honourable manner, on their fortune, which is 
but ſmall ; they ate ſetved by a chamber-maid of my 
acquaintance, who has aſſured me, that though their 
door is ſhut to every body at preſent, it would be open- 
ed to a rich and liberal gallant, provided he were willing 
to avoid ſcandal, by going in at night, without any 
hew. Whereupon ] deſcribed you as a cavalier, who 
deſerved to find the door unlatched ; and deſired the 
ma id to propoſe you to the ladies. She has promiſed to 
do fo, and inform me of their anſwer to-morrow morn=- 
ing, at a certain place,” * That's well (I replied) but I 
am afraid the chamber-maid impoſes upon thee.” © No, 
no, (ſaid he) am not ſo eaſily perſuaded; I have altea- 
dy interrogated the neighbours, and conclude from 
what they ſay, that Signiora Catalina is a Danae, on 
whom you may deſcend, like another Jupiter, in a 
ſhower of gold.” Prejudiced as I was againſt intrigues 
of this kind, I engaged in it for once; and as the cham- 
ber maid came next day, and told Scipio, that if I 
pleaſed, I might be introduced that very evening to her 
miſtreſs, I Role thither between eleven and twelve, The 


maid receiving me in the dark, took me by the hand, 
and led me into a pretty handſome hall, where I found 
the ladies richly dreſſed, and ſeated on ſattin couches. 
As ſoon as they perceived me, they got up, and faluted 
me in ſuch a noble manner, that I took them for perſons 
of quality. Theauat (whoſe name was Signiora Mencia) 
tho” (till «pn did not attract my intention, which 


was entirely engroſſed by the niece, who ſeemed a god- 
deſs. T'o examine her minutely, however, ſhe could 
not be called a perfect beauty; but ſhe had ſuch graces 
together with a tempting luſcious air, as hindered the 
eye to perceive her defects. | 
Accordingly, I was diltucbed at fight of her. I for- 
got that I came thither to perform the office of procurer; 
ſpoke in my own favour, and expreſſed myſelf like a 
man inſpired by the moſt violent paſſion. The young 
lady, in whom I found three times more wit than ſhe 
really had, (fo courteous did ſhe ſeem,) quite enchanted 
me by her anſwers; and I began to loſe the government 
of myſelf, when her aunt, in order to moderate my 
tranſports, addreſſed me in this manner: Signior de 
| © © Bal Santillane 
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Santillane, I muſt be free with you. On account of the 
character which 1 heard of your worſhip, I have per- 
mitted you to viſit me, without enhancing the price of 
the favour, by ſtanding on ceremoney ; but don't imagine 
yourſelf the nearer your point for that reaſon. I have 
hitherto brought up wy niece in retirement, and you 
are (as I may ſay) the firlt cavalier to whoſe eyes ſhe has 
been expoſed. If you deem her worthy to he your 
wiſe, I ſhall be overjoyed at her good fortune. Conſider 
thereſore, if ſhe will ſuit you at that price; for you 
cannot have her at a cheaper rate.” | 
This well-aimed ſhot frighted away Cupid, who was 
juſt going to let fly an arrow at me. To ſpeak without 
metaphor, a marriage ſo bluntly propoſed, made me re- 
collect myſelf, I became again all os ſudden the faith- 
ful agent of the Count de Lemos, and changing my 
tone, replied to Signiora Mencia, „ Madam, I am 
leaſed with your frankneſs, which I intend to imitate. 
hatever figure I make at Court, I am not worthy of 
the incomparable Catalina, but have in view for her a 
much more ſplendid fate; in ſhort, I deſign her for the 
prince of Spain.” “ Your refuſal of my niece, (re- 
plied the aunt coldly) was diſobliging enough; there 
was no occaſion to accompany it with a piece of rail- 
lery.” © I don't rally, indeed, madam, (cried I) no- 
thing is more ſerious: I have orders to find out a lady 
who deſerves to be honoured with the private viſits of 
the prince of Spain; I find ſuch a one in your houſe, 
and mark it for the ſcene accordingly.” 
| Signiora Mencia was aſtoniſhed at theſe words, which 
I perceived did not much diſpleaſe her: nevertheleſs, 
believing that ſhe ought to affect reſerve, ſhe anſwered 
in this manner, It I was diſpoſed to credit literally 
what you ſay, you muſt know that I am not of ſuch a 
character. as to rejoice in the infamous honour of ſeeing 
my niece miſtreſs to a prince. My virtue diſapproves— 
What a faint you are with your virtue! (ſaid I, in- 
terrupting her) you talk like one bred among hilly citi- 
Zens. Sure you joke, in pretending to conſider things in 
a moral point of view? that would be tripping them of 
all their beauty ; they muſt be ſurveyed with a carnal 
eye. Behold the heir apparent of Spain, at the feet of 
˖ 
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the happy Catalina, adoring and loading her with pre- 


ſents; and remember, that from her perhaps will ſpring 
a hero, who will render his mother's name immortal as 
his own.” | 

Altho' the aunt would have gladly embraced my pro- 
poial, ſhe feigned herſelf irreſolute about the matter; 
and Catalina, who withed the prince already in her 
chains, affected great indifference ; ſo that I was obliged 
to inveſt the place a- new, until at length, Signiora Men- 
cia ſeeing me repulſed, and ready to raiſe the ſiege, beat 
the Chainade, and we agreed upon a capitulation, which 
contain'd the two following articles —Imprimis, If the 
prince of Spain, on the report that I ſhall make of Ca- 
talina's charms, ſhall be inflamed, and determine to ho- 
nour her with a noCturnal viſit, I ſhall take care to ap- 
priſe the ladies, of the night that ſhall be choſen for 
that purpoſe, —ltem, The prince ſhall not viſit the ſaid 
ladies but as an ordinary gallant, with no other atten- 
dants than me and his Mercury in chief. 

After this convention, the aunt and niece ſhewed me- 
all manner of friendſhip, and aſſumed a familiarity of 
behaviour, in conſequence of which, I ventured ſome 
hugs, which were not very ill received; and when we 
parted, they embraced me of their own accord, and 
loaded me with careſſes. It is really wonderful to fee 
with what facility an intimacy is contracted between the 
couriers of gallantry, and the women who want their 
ſervice. Had people obſerved me leave this houſe, with 
ſuch marks of favour, they might have ſaid with ſome 
appearance of juſtice, that I was much happier than I 
actually found myſelf.— The Count de Lemos was over- 
joyed, when I let him know that I had made ſuch a diſ- 
covery as he deſired I ſpoke of Catalina in ſuch a 
manner, as made him long to ſee her. I carried him 
to her lodgings next night, and he owned that I had 
been very ſuccelsful. He told the ladies, he did not at 
all doubt that the pt ince would be perfectly well- ſatisfied 
with the miitreſs which ] had choſen for him, and that ſhe 
on her part would have cauſe to be contented with ſuch 
a lover; that the young prince was full of generolity 
and ſweetneſs of temper : in ſhort, he afſured them, 
that he would bring him to their houſe in a few days, 
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as they deſired he ſhould come, that is, without noiſe 
or attendance, This nobleman afterwards took his 
leave of them, and I withdrew in his company. We 
got back to his equipage, in which we bad come thi- 
ther, and which waited for us at the end of the ſtreet: 
he ſet me down at my own houſe, charging me to in- 
form his uncle next day of this new-ſtarted adventure, 
and to deſire he would ſend him a thouſand piſtoles to 
enſure its ſucceſs. 

I did not fail to give the duke of Lerma an exact ac- 
count of what had paſſed ; concealing only one circutn- 
ſtance. I did not ſpeak a ſyllable of Scipio, but took to 
myſelf the honour of the diſcovery, according to the 


practiſe of thoſe who live among the great. 


= theſe means 1 acquired a great many compliments. 
« Mr. Gil Blas, (faid the miniſter to me, with an air of 
raillery) I am raviſhed to find, that with your other ta- 
lents, you likewiſe poſſeſs that of diſcovering obliging 
beauties; when I have occaſion for one of that claſs, 
you will give me leave to apply to you.“ My Lord, 
(I replied in the ſame tone) I thank your grace for intend- 
ing me the preference; but give me leave to ſay, that ! 
ſhould be ſcrupulous in ſerving your excellency in that 


manner. Signior Rodrigo has been ſo long in poſſeſ- 


ſion of that employment, that it would be unjuſt in me 
to deprive him of it.“ The duke ſmiled at my anſwer, 
then changing the diſcourſe, aſked if his nephew did not 
want money for this adventure, *© Pardon me, (ſaid I) 


he begs you will ſend him a thouſand piſtoles.“ “ Very 


well, (replied the miniſter) carry them to him, bid him 
ſpare nothing, but approve of whatever expence the 


prince ſhall propoſe. 


CHAP. XI. The private wifit and preſents which 
the prince of Spain made to Catalina, 


Went that inftant with five hundred double piſtoles 

to the Count de Lemos, who told me, ** You could 
not come in better ſeaſon. I have ſpoke to the prince; 
he has bit at the hook, and burns with impatience to ſee 
Catalina, This very night he intends to ſlip privately 
out of the palace, in order to viſit her, It is a thing 
determined, 
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determined, and our meaſures are taken accordingly, 
Inform the ladies of his reſolution, and give them that 
money which you have brought ; for it is right to Jet 
them ſee that he is no ordinary lover whom they are to 
receive: beſides, the bounty of piinces ought to precede 
their intrigues. As you will accompany him, together 
with me, (added he) be ſure of being at his couches 
this evening. Your coach allo (for I think it is proper 
we ſhould uſe it) mult wait for us near the palace about 
midnight.” 

I immediately repaired to the houſe, but did not ſee 
Catalina, who (they told me) was a- bed: ſo that I could 
only ſpeak with Signora Mencia, to whom I ſaid, Ma- 
dam, pray excuſe ine for appearing in your houſe by 
day ; but it is not in my power to do otherwiſe, for [ 
muſt give you notice, that the prince of Spain will be 
here this night, and here (added I, putting the bag of 
money in her hand) is an offering which he ſends to the 
temple of Cytherea, to render the divinities of the place 
propitious. You ſee | have not engaged you in a bad 
affair,” © I am very much obliged to you, (ſhe re- 
plied) but tell me, Signior de Santillane, does the prince 
love muſick ?” He loves it (anſwered I) to diſtraction ; 
nothing can entertain him ſo much as a fine voice, ac- 
companied by a lute delicately touched.” ** So much 
the better! (cried ſhe in a tranſport of joy) you give me 
infinite pleaſure in telling me this; for my niece has the 
pipe of a nightingale, and plays upon the lute to admi- 
ration; the likewiſe dances perfeQly well,” “ Heavens! 
(cried J in my turn) what perfections, my good aunt |! 
lo many are not neceſſary to make a girl's fortune; one 
of theſe talents is ſufhcient for the purpoſe.” 

Having thus paved the way, I waited for the hour of 
the prince's couchee ; then giving orders to my coach- 
man, I rejoined the Count de Lemos, who told me that 
the prince, to get rid of his company the ſooner, would 
feign a flight indiſpoſition, and even go to bed, the bet- 
ter to perſuade them of his being ſick; but that he 
would rife again in an hour, and by a back-door, gain 
a private ſtair that led into the court-yaid. _ 

When he had informed me of what they had con- 
eerted together, he poſted me in a place thro' which he 

| | allured 
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aſſured me they would paſs; and there I danced atten- 


dance fo long, that I began to think our gallint had 


taken another road, or loſt his defire of ſeeing Catalina, 
as if princes uſually diopt theſe fort of whums before 
they have ſatisfied them. In thort, I imagined they had 
forgot me altogether, when two menaccoited me, whom 
having diſcerned to be thoſe | expected, I conducted 
them to my coach, in which they ſeated themſelves, 
while I got upon the coach-box to direct the driver, 
whom I ordered to ſtop about fifty yards from the houſe. 
I then handed the prince and his companion out of the 
coach, and we walked towaids the place for which we 
were bound. The gate opened at our approach, and 
ſhut again as ſoon as we got in. 

At firſt we found ourtelves in the ſame darkneſs in 
which I had been jatroduced; though by way of di- 
ſtinction there a fall lamp fixed to the wall, the 
light of which was fo dim, that we could only perceive 


it, without being lighted by its rays. All this ſerved 


only to make the adventure more apiceable to our hero, 
who was ſenſibly truck at the fight of the ladies, who 
received him ina hall, where the luſtre of a great num- 
ber of candles made amends [ur the dar kneſs that reign- 
ed in the court. The aunt and niece were in a gay dith- 
abille, ſo artfully diſp01ed, tnat no body could look upon 
them with impunity, Our prince would have been very 
well ſatisfied with Sig11014 Mencia, if there had been no 
other for him to chute; but the charms of young Cata- 
lina, as they deſerved, had the preference. Well, 
my prince, (faid the ©4115: ue Lemos) was it poſſible for 
us to procure your iu nes the pleatuie of ſeeing two 
ladies more handioine than theſe?” 4+ I am taviſhed 


with them both! (replied the prince) and I ſhall never 
carry off my heart; tor the aunt could not miſs of it, if 


it was potlible tor the niece to fail.” | 

Atter this compliment lo agreeable to an aunt, he ſai 
a thouſand fond things to Catalina, who anſwered with 
great wit and ſpirit, As thoſe honoutable people who 
perform the part that I acted on this occaſion, are per- 
mitted to join inthe con\erfation of lovers, provided it 
be with an intention of adding fuel to the fire; I told 
the gallant, that his ayaph ſung and played upon the 
lute 
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jute to admiration. He was overjoyed to hear that ſhe 
was miſtreſs of theſe talents, and entreated her to enter- 
tain him with a ſpecimen. She complied with a good 
grace, took up a Jute ready tuned, played ſome tender 
airs, ard fung in ſuch an affecting manner, that the 
prince dropt down at her feet, in tranſport of love 
and pleaſute. But let us finiſh this picture, and only ob- 
ſerve, that during this ſweet intox cation, in which the 
heir of the Spaniſh monarchy was plunged, the hours 
flole away like minutes and we were obliged to tear him 
from that dangerous houſe, becauſe of the day's ap- 
proach, We, the gentlemen undertakers, carried him 
back to his apartment with great diſpatch, and then went 
to our different homes, as well ſatisfied in having fitted 
him with a ſhe-adventurer, as if we had tranſacted his 
marriage with a princeſs. 

Next morning I recounted this adventure to the Duke 
of Lerma, who deſired to be informed of every paiti=- 
cular ; and juſt as I had finiſhed my narration, the 
Count de Lemos came in, and faid, ** The prince of 
Spain is ſo much engroffed by Catalina, and has con- 
ceived ſuch a paſſion for her, that he propoſes to viſit. 
her often, and attach himſelf to her alone. He wanted 
toſendto her this day jewels to the amount of two thou- 
ſand piſtoles, but not having a penny in his purſe, he 
applied to me. My dear Lemos, (ſaid he) you mult 
find me that ſum immediately. I know very well that 
I incommode, nay exhauſt you, but my heart retains 
the obligation; and if ever I find myſelf in a condition 
to exert my gratitude, otherwile than in thought, for 
all your friendſhip, you ſhall not repent of having laid. 
me under an obligation.” * My prince (aid J, leaving 
him that inſtant) I have friends and credit, and will 
employ them both to accommodate you with what 
you want.” | | | 

«+ It is not difficult to ſatisfy his demand, (ſaid the 
duke to his nephew.) Santillane, go fetch the money: 
Or, if you pleaſe, he will purchaſe the jewels, for he is 
a perfect connoiſſeur in ſtones, eſpecially rubies. Is not 
this true, Gil Blas?” (added he, looking at me with a 
ſati ical ſmile.) „“ Your grace is very levere, (I re- 

. | plied) 
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plied) I ſee that you want to make Monſieur the Count 


merry at my expence.“ This happened accordingly, 
The nephew aſked what myſtery there was in his wolds. 


Nothing (antweted the duke laughing) only Santillane 


one day thought proper to exchange a diamond for a 
ruby, and afterwards found that he had gained neither 
honour nor profit by the bargain.” | 

I ſhould have thought mylelf eaſily quit, if the mi- 


niſter had faid no more of the matter; but he took the 


trouble to relate the tiick that Camilla and Don Raphael 
played upon me in the hired lodging, and to enlarge 
particularly on thoſe circumſtances which chagrined me 
molt, His excellency, after having enjoyed his joke, 
ordered me to accompany the Count de Lemos, who 
carried me to a jeweller's houſe, whete we choſe jewels, 
which we ſhewed to the prince for his approbation ; and 
which being afterwards entruited to me, in order to be 
preſented to Catalina, I went home for two thouſand 
piſtoles of the duke's money, with which I paid the 
merchant. | | 

It is a queſtion not to be aſked, if I was kindly re- 
ceived next night by the ladies, when I extybited the 
preſents of my embaſly, conſiſting of an handſome ring 
deſigned for the aunt, and a pair of ear-rings for the 
niece. Charm'd with theſe marks of the prince's love 
and a they began to prattle like two goſſips, and 
thanked me for having procured for them ſuch a valu- 
able acquaintance. They forgot themſelves in the ex- 
ceſs of their joy, and ſome words eſcaped them, which 
made me ſulpet that | had introduced a meer gypſie 


to our great monarch's ſon ; but that I might know 
preciſely whether or not I had performed this fine 


maſler-piece, I went home, reſolved to come to all 


explanation with Scipio. 


CHAP. XII. Catalina's real charafler. The per- 


plexity and uneaſineſs of Gi! Blas, The precaution be 


was obliged to take for his own quiet. 


UST as I entered my own houſe, I heard a preat 
noiſe ; and enquiring into the cauſe, was told, Scipio 
that evening tieated half a dozen of his friends, who 
| | ſung 
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ſung full throat, and frequently broke out in loud fits 
of laughter ; ſo that aſſuredly this repaſt could not be 
properly ſtiled the banquet of the ſeven wiſe men. 


The maſter of the feaſt, advertiſed of my arrival, 


faid to his company, Gentlemen, 'tis only my maſter 


come home; be not diſturbed, but continue your mirth ; | 


I will go and ſpeak two words to him, and rejoin you in 
a twinkling.” So ſaying, he came to my apartment. 
„What a hubbub is this? (ſaid I) what ſort of people 
are thoſe you entertain below? ate they poets?” “ No 
indeed, Sir, if you pleaſe, (he replied) it were pity to be- 
ſtow your wine on ſuch company. I make a better ute of 
it. There is among my gueſts a very rich young feliow 
uv ho wants for his money anemployment by yourinteie:!; 
and for him alone I give this entertainmeut : at eve'y 
draught he drinks, I raife the gratification you ate to 
receive, ten piſtoles, and will make him drink till day.“ 
« If that be the caſe, (I replied) go back to thy friends, 
aud don't ſpare the wine in my cellar.” TNA 
I did not think this a proper ſeaſon to talk with him 
about Catalina; but next morning when got up, I 
ſpoke to him in this manner: Friend Scipio, thou 
knowelt how we live together: I treat thee more like a 
comrade than a domeſtic; and of conſequence thou wilt 
be to blame in deceiving me as a maſter. Let us then 
lay aſide all reſerve with one another. I will tell thee 
ſomething that will ſurprize thee, and thou ſhalt diſcloſe 
to me thy real ſentiments of thoſe two women with 
whom thou haſt made me acquainted. Between thee 
and me, I ſuſpect them to be two artful puſſes, cunning 
in proportion to the ſimplicity which they affect. If my 
opinion does them juſtice, the prince of Spain has no 
great cauſe to be well pleaſed with me; for I confeſs 
it was for him that I wanted a miſtreſs. I accordingly 
carried him to Cataline's houſe, and he is become pal- 
ſionately ſond of her.” “ Signior, (anſwered Scipio) Jam 
too well uſed by you, to be wanting in ſincerity with my 
matter. I had yetterday a private converſation with the 
maid of theſe two princeiſes, and ſhe related their hi- 
Rory, which to me ſeemed very diverting. You ſhall 

hear it in two words. 
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Catalina is daughter to a poor gentleman in Arragon, 
and finding herſelf at the age of tifteen an orphan, as 
handſome as poor, liſtened to an old commander, who 
conducted her to Toledo, where he died in fix months, 
aftet having ſerved as a parent 1ather than an huſband to 
her. She ſecured his fortune, conſiſting of ſome move- 
ables and three hundred piſtoles in ready money, then 
Joined herſelf to Signiora Mencia, who was till in fa- 
ſhion, tho” already in the wane. "Theſe two good friends 
lived together, and began to behave lo as to attract the 
notice of juſtice; at which the ladies being diſguſted, 
haitily abandoned Toledo thro' vexation, and ſettled in 
Madrid, where they have lived about two years, with- 
out viliting any perſon in the neighbourhood. But the 
beſt circumſtance of the ſtory is this, they have hired 
two ſmall houſes, ſeparated only by a wall; having in 
the cellar a ſtair of communication from the one to the 
other. Signiora Mencia lives with a young maid-ſervant 
in one of theſe houſes, and the commander's widow 


poſſeſſes the other, with an old duenna who paſſes for 


her grandmother ; ſo that our Arragonian is ſometimes 
a niece brought up by her aunt, and ſometimes a pupil 
under the wings of her grandaine. When the acts the 
niece, ſhe is called Catalina, and when the plays the 
grand-child her name is Sirena.“ | 

At the name of Sirena, I grew pale; and interrupting 
Scipio, faid, © What do hear! J am afraid that this 
curſed Arragonian is no other than the miſtreſs of Cal- 
derona.“ “ '['ruly, (he replied) it is the ſame ! I thought 
this piece of news would have given you pleaſure." 


Thou art very much miitaken, (anſwered I) I have 


more cauſe to be torry than rejoiced at it; do'ſt thou 


not ſee the conſequences?” “ No; in faith, (reſumed 


Scipio) what mitchief can it produce? you are not 


ſuie that Don Rodrigo will diſcover what paſſes ; and if 


You are atraid of his getting information, you have bo- 
thing to do, but prepoſſeſs the miniſter in your favour, 
by telling him candidly the whole affair. He will ſce 
vour fincerity; and it after this, Calderona ſhouid at- 
tempt to do you an il] office with his excellency he will 
perceive that his whole deſign is to injure you out 0! 4 


; pirit of revenge.” 


Scipio 
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Scipio by this diſcourſe baniſhed my fear; and, re- 
ſolved to follow his advice, I informed the Duke of 
Lerma of the diſcovery I had made. I even affected to 
tell it with a melancholy air, in order to perſuade him 
of my being mortified for my having innocently intro- 
duced Don Rodrigo's miftreſs to the piince. But the mi- 
niſter, far from pitying his favourite, laughed at the ad- 
venture, and bid me go on in my old way, ſay ing, that, 
after all, it was glorious for Calderona to love the fame 
lady who had captivated the prince of Spain, and to be 
as well received by her as his Highneſs. I imparted it 
alſo to the Count de Lemos, who aſſuted me of his 
protection, in caſe the firſt ſecretary ſhould diicover the 
intrigue, and attempt to ruin me with his grace. | 
Imagining that by this precaution I had delivered the 
bark of my fortune from the dangerous ſhelves that 
environed it, my fear vaniſhed. 1 ſtill accompanied the 
prince to the houſe of Catalina, alias the fair Sirena, 
| who was artful enough to invent ſtratagems to keep 
Don Rodrigo from her embraces, and to defraud him of 
thoſe nights which ſhe was obliged to beſtow on his il- 
luſtrious rival. | 


CH AP. XIII. G. Blas continues to ad the nan of . 
conſequence. Hears news of his family, which make but 
ſmall impreſſion upen him, and quarrels with Fabricius. 


| Heh already obſerved, that in the morning my anti- 
chamber was uſually crowded with pcople who came 
to make propoſals, but I would not receive them viva 
voce; and, according to the cuſtom at court, or rather 
with a view of exhibiting my own importance, I ſa:d to 
each ſolicitor, **+ Give in a memorial,” I was ſo much 
uſed to this, that one day I anſwered in theſe words to 
my landlord, who came to put me in mind of a year's 
rent being due. As for my butcher and baker, they 
ved me the trouble of aſking their memorials, which 
were always punctually delivered every month. Scipio, 
who imitated me cloſely, that the copy might be taid 
t9 come very near the original, behaved in the fame 
manner to thoſe who applied for his intereſt with me. 
I was guilty of another ridiculous piece of vauity, WS | 

| on't 
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don't intend to excuſe. I was fooliſh enough to talk 
of the giandees, as if I had been a man in their ſphere, 
If (for example) I had occaſion to mention the Duke of 
Alva, or the Duke of Medina Sidonia, I called them 
without ceremony, ** Alva, and Medina Sidonia.” In 
a word, I became ſo vain and haughty, that I was no 
longer my father's ton, Alas! poor duenna and ulher, 
did not fo much as enquire whether you were happy 
or miſerable in the Aituries! I did not even think vi 
you! The court is like the river Lethe, in making us 
forget our parents and friends when they are under 
misfortunes, | | 

I no longer, therefore, remembered my family, when 
one MuUMning a young map came to my houſe, and ce— 
firing to ſpeak with ine in private, I carried him into 
ny Ciolet, where, without offering him a chair, becauſe 
he ſeemed to be a plebeian, I aſked what he wanted with 
me?” ** How! Signior Gil Blas, (ſaid he) don't you re- 
member me?” In vain did I conſider him attentively: l 
was obliged to auſwer, that his features were entirely 
unknown. I am {he replied) one of your old ſchool- 
fellows, a native of Oviedo, and fon of Bernard Muſ— 
cada the grocer, your uncle the canon's neighbour. I 
remember you very well; we have played together 2 
thouſand times at * Gallina Ciega.” | 

« I have (ſaid I) but a ned idea of the amuſe- 
ments of my infancy : the buſineſs in which I have been 
engaged, ſince that time, has effaced them from my me- 
mory.” „am come (he reſumed) to Madrid, to fettle 


accounts with my father's correſpondent ; and I heard it 


ſaid that you was on a good footing at court, and already 
as fich as a Jew. I congratulate you on your good for- 
tune; ard will at my return into the country, over- 


whelm your family with joy, by telling them ſuch an 
agtecable piece of news.“ 


could not in common decency, forbear aſking in what 
ſituation he had left my father, mother and uncle: 
but this piece of duty I performed ſo coldly, that the 
giocer had no great reaſon to adinire the force of blood, 


He ſcemed ſhocked at my indiflerence for thole who 
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ought to have been ſo dear to me; and being a plain 
vulgar young fellow, faid bluntly, “I thought you had 
more tenderneſs and ſenſibility for your relations. How 
coldly do you inquire into their circumſtances! Know, 
that your tather and mother are {till at ſervice; and the 
ood canon Gil Peres, burthened with old age and in- 
tirmities, draws near his end. People ought to have ſome 
natural affection; and ſince you ate in a condition to 
aſſiſt your parents, | adviſe you as a friend, to ſend two 
hundred pittoles yearly for their ſupport: by which 
means you will make their life eaſy and happy, with- 
out any inconvenience to yourſelf.” Inſtead of bein 
moved by the picture which he drew of my family, f 
was diſguſted at the liberty which he took in adviſing 
me, without being defired ſo to do. With a little more 
addreſs, perhaps, he might have perſuaded me; but his 
freedom had a contrary effect. He perceived my diſ- 
pleaſure, by my filence ; and continuing his exhorta- 
tions with more malice than charity, made me loſe my 
patience entirely. Oh, this is too much! (cried I in a 
paſlion) go, Mr. Muſcada, and meddle with your own 
concerns: it becomes you well, indeed, to preſcribe to 
me: I know my duty on this occaſion better than you 
can teach me.” So ſaying, I puſhed the grocer out of 
my cloſet, and ſent him back to ſel] pepper and cloves 
at Oviedo. What he ſaid, however, did not fail of 
having ſome effect: I reproached mytelf with being an 
unnatural ſon, and was melted accordingly. I recalled 
the care they had of my infancy and education: I con- 
ſidered the duty I owed to my parents; and my te- 
flections were attended with ſome tranſports of acknow- 


ledgment, which, however came to nothing: they were 
ſoon itifled by my ingratitude, and ſucceeded by pro- 


found oblivion. There are many parents who have 
children of the ſame ſtamp. 


The avarice and ambition with which I vas poſſeſſed, 


entirely changed my diſpoſition, I loſt all my gaiety, 
became abſent and thoughtful; in a word, a milerable 
animal. Fabricio, ſeeing me altogether bent on facti- 
hcing to fortune, and very much detached from him, 
came but ſeldom to my houſe, where one day he could 
not help ſaying, Truly, Gil Blas, thou art grown out 
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of my knowledge: before thy coming to court, thou waſt 
always eaſy and tranquil; at preſent, thou art inceſſantly 
agitated with project after project to enrich thyſelf; and 
the more wealth thou haſt got, the more wouldſt thou 
amaſs. Beſides, let me tell thee, thou no longer treatelt 
me with that effuſion of the heart, and freedom of be- 
haviour, which are the foul of friendſhip : on the con- 
tiary, thou wrappeſt thyſelf up, and concealeſt from 
me thy ſecret views: nay, I can perceive conſtraint in 
all thy civilities towards me: in ſhort, Gil Blas is no 
longer the ſame Gil Blas whom I formerly knew.” 

« You joke ſure, (ſaid I, with an air of indifference) 
I can't perceive any change in mylelf.” “ Thy own eyes 
are no judges, (anſwered he) they are bewitched: be- 
believe me, thy metamorphoſis is but too true. Speak 
ſincerely, my friend, Do thou and I live together as for- 
merly? When uſed to knock at thy door in the morn- 
ing, thou cameſt in perſon-to open it, very often halt 
aſſeep; and I entered thy chamber without ceremony. 


Now behold the difference! Thou art attended by half 


a ſcore of lacqueys. I am obliged to wait in thy anti- 
Chamber, and fend in my name before I can ſpeak with 
thee: then, how am I received? with a forced polite- 
nets, and air of importance: ſo that my viſits ſeem te- 
Gious and tireſome. Doſt thou think ſuch a. reception 
can be agreeable to one who has lived with thee 
on the footing of a comrade? No, Santillane, no, | 
can't put up with it. Farewel. Let us part friends, 
and get rid of one another: thou of one who cenſures 
thy benaviour, and | of a rich upſtart who has forgot 
himſelf.“ pu Lf 
felt myſelf more irritated than reclaimed by his te- 
proaches, and let him go, without making the leaſt ef- 
fort to detain him. In my opinion at that time, the 
friendſhip of a poet was not of ſuch value, as that! 
| ſhould be afflicted at the loſs of it: I found abundance 
of conſolation in the acquaintance of ſome ſmall officers 
of the King, to whom of late J was ſtrictly connected 


by a ſimilitude of diſpoſition. The greateſt part of thele 


new companions, were people who ſprung I know not 
whence, and arrived at their poſts merely by the happy 
influence of their ſtats, They had already made their 
ls : fortunes; 
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ſortunes ; and the wretches aſcribing to their own 
merit the wealth which had been heaped upon them by 
the bounty of the King, forgot themlelves as well as I 
did. We looked upon ourſelves as very reſpectful per- 
ſonages. O fortune! how are thy favours uſually diſ- 
penſed ! The Stoic Epictetus was certainly in the right, 
when he compared thee to a young lady of faſhion, who 


proſtitutes herſelf to the embraces of footmen. 
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BOOK Ix 


CHAP. I. Scipio adviſes Gil Blas to marry, pro- 


poſes the daughter of a rich and noted goldſmith for his 


wife: the ſteps which were taken in conſequence of 
this advice. | 


NE evening, after the company which had ſupped 

with ine was gone, ſeeing myſelf alone with Sci- 
pio, I aſked*what he had done that day? A maſter- 
piece, (be replied) I intend to have you married to the 
only daughter of a goldſmith of my acquaintance. 
« The daughter of a goldfmith ! (cried I, with an air of 
diſdain) Haſt thou loſt thy ſenſes ? How canit thou pro- 
pole a wife jrom the city? One who has certainly merit, 


and is on a ſure footing at court, ought to entertain 


more elevated views, methinks.” © How, Sir! (replied 
Scipio) ſure you are not in eaineſt: conſider that the 
male alone ennobles; and be not more delicate than a 
thouſand noblemen, whoſe names I can mention. Do you 


know that the heireis in queſtion is worth a hundred 


thouſand ducats? Is not this a fine morſel of plate?” 
When I heard him talk of tuch a round ſum, I became 
more tradable. I yield, (ſaid I to my ſecretary) the 
dowry determines me: When ſhall I touch it?“ “ Softly, 

Sir, (hereplied) alittle patience: I mull firſt communi- 
cate the propoſal ty the father, and obtain his con- 
ſent.” „Good! (ſaid I, laughing heartily :) Are you 
fill thereabouts? I find the marriage is far advanced.“ 
* Farther than you imagine, (aniweied he) I want only 


| 
| 
' 
| 
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an hour's converſation with the goldſmith ; and will an- 
ſwer for his conſent. But before we proceed, let us 


come to a compoſition, if you pleaſe. Suppoſe I pro- 


cure for you thoſe hundred thouſand ducats, how many 
will fall to my ſhare?” © Twenty thouſand,” (I re- 
La „Heaven be praiſed, (ſaid he) I limit the ac- 
;nowledgment to ten thouſand : for once, you are more 
generous than I, To-morrow I will ſet this negotiation 
on foot ; and you may depend upon its ſucceſs : other- 
wiſe, I am but an aſs.” In effect, two days after, he 
ſaid, © I have ſpoke to Signior Gabriel Salero the gold- 
ſmith; and have extolled your credit and your merit ſo 


much, that he liſtened to the propoſal I made, of ac- 


cepting you fora ſon-in-law : and you ſhall have his 
daughter with a hundred thouſand ducats, provided 
you can make it plainly appear, that you are in favour 
with the miniſter.” If that be the caſe, (anſwered [ 
to Scipio) I ſhall be married very ſoon: but a- propos, 
Haſt thou ſeen the girl? Is ſhe handſome ?” “ Not ſo 
handſome as the dowry : (ſaid he) between you and me, 
this rich heireſs is not a very beautiful creature: but, 
luckily, that you do not mind.” “ No, faith, my child! 
(laid I) we courtiers only marry for the ſake of marry- 
ing; and look for beauty no where, but in the wives of 
our friends. If it happens to centre in our own, we 
take ſo little notice of it, that it is but juſt in them to 
puniſh us for our neglect.“ 


« This is not all, (reſumed Scipio) Signior Gabriel 


invites you to ſupper to-night; and we have agreed, 
that you ſhall not talk of marriage. There will be ſeve— 


ral merchants of his acquaintance preſent at the enter- 


tainment, where you ſhall appear only as a ſimple gueſt: 
and to-morrow he will ſup with you in the ſame manner. 
By this, you may lee that he wants to ſtudy your temper, 
before he proceeds: ſo that you muſt be upon your guard 
before him.” * Zooks! (ſaid I, with an air of conh- 
e) let him examine me as narrowly as he pleales ; 
1all loſe nothing by his ſcrutiny.” - 
All this was punctually executed: I repaired to the 
houſe of the gold{mith, who received me as familiarly 


as if we had already viſited one another ſeveral times. 
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He was an honeſt ale * haſta por ſiar, as the 


faying is. He introduced me to Signiora Eugenia his 
wife, and young Gabriela his daughter, to whom I paid 
abundance of compliments without infringing the treaty. 
I faid a great many nothings, in very ſpecious words, ac- 
cording to the cuſtom of courtiers. 

Gabriela (nodiſparagement to my ſecretary) appeared 
not at all difagreeable ; whether on account of her be- 
ing richly dreſſed, or that I looked upon her through the 
dowry, I know not. What a fine houſe did Signior Ga- 
briel poſſeſs! I believe there was more ſilver in it than in 
all the mines of Peru: that metal preſented itſelf to the 
view, in all corners, under a thouſand different ſhapes, 
Every room, and that in particular where we ſupped, 
was a perfect treaſure. What a noble ſpeQacle was this 
for the eyes of a ſon-in-law ! The old man, that he 
might do the greater honour to his entertainment, had 
aſſembled five or ſix merchants, perſons equally grave 
and tedious: they ſpoke of nothing but commerce ; and 
their diſcourſe might have been called a conference 
of factors, rather than the converſation of friends at 
ſupper. 

Next night, I treated our goldſmith in my turn; and 
as it was not in my power to dazzle him with plate, 
had recourſe to an illuſion of a different kind. I invited 
to ſupper thoſe of my friends who made the beſt figure 
at court, and whom I knew to be ambitious fellows, 
who ſet no bounds to their deſires. Theſe people talked 


of nothing but pomp, of ſplendid and lucrative poſts to 


which they aſpired ; and this had its effect: the citizen 
Gabriel, confounded by their grand ideas, found him- 


elf, in ſpite of his wealth, a mean mortal in compariſon 


to theſe gentlemen. As for my own part, affecting the 
man of moderation, I ſaid I would be contented with a 


middling fortune ; twenty thouſand ducats a year, or ſo. 


Upon which, theſe greedy hunters of honour and riches, 
cried, I was in the wrong ; and that a man who (like me) 
was beloved by the prime-minifter ought not to reſtrict 
limfelf to ſuch a trifle, The father-in-law loſt not a 


*I. ven to obſtinacy. 
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* of what was ſaid, and I thought I obſerved him 
ry well fatished when he retired. 

Scipio did not fail to viſit him next morning, and aſk 
if he was pleaſed with iy behaviour: *I am charmed 
with it! (replied the citizen) the young man has won my 
heart. But, Signior Scipio, (added he) I conjure you, 
by our old acquaintance, to ſpeak ſincerely. We have 
all our different foibles, as you know: tell me that of 
Signior de Santillane: Is he a gameſter? Is he a rake? 
What 1s his vicious inclination? Pray don't conceal it.” 
«« You affront me, Signior Gabriel, by aſking ſuch a 


que!ttion, (replied the mediator) am not ſo much in my 


maſter's intereſts as in yours. If he had any bad quality 
capable of making your daughter unhappy, do you think 


I would have propoſed him to you tor a ton-in-law ? No 


faith! I am too much your humble ſervant. But be- 
tween you and me, I know no other fault in him, but 
that of having no fault. He is too modeſt for a young 
man.” * So much the better, (cried the goldſmith) ! 
am glad of it. Go, friend, afſure him that he ſhall have 


my daughter, whom.I would beſtow upon him, even it 


he was not beloved by the miniſter.” 

My ſecretary had no fooner informed me of this con- 
vel ſation, than I haſtened to Salero's houſe, to thank him 
for his condeſcenſion. He had already declared his plea- 
ſure to his wite and daughter, who gave me to under- 
ſand by their behaviour towards me, that they ſubmit- 
ted to his will without reluctance. I carried my father- 
in-law, and preſented him to the duke of Lerma, to 


whom I had imparted the affair the preceding evening. 


His excellency received him very courteouſly, and at- 
ſured him, that he was vety glad he had choſen for his 
ſon-in-law a man for whom he had ſo much regard, and 
whom he intended to advance. He then enlarged upon 
my good qualities, and, in ſhort, ſpoke ſo well of me, 


that honeſt Gabriel thought he had met in my worſhip 


one of the beſt matches in Spain. He was fo overjoyed, 
that the tear flood in his eye: he claſped me in his arms 
at parting, and ſaid, “ My ſon, I am fo impatient to 
ſee you Gabriela's huſband, that you ſhall be married 
in eight days at tartheit, 1 


CHAP, 


GH LAS -: 147 


CHAP. II. Gi. Blas, by accident, remembers Don 
Alphonſo de Leyva, and does him a piece of ſervice out 
of vanity. 


HE order of my hiſtory requires, that I ſhould 
leave my marriage for a moment, to recount the 

ſervice which I did to Don Alphonſo my old maſter, 
whom I had entirely forgotten, till now that I remember- 
ed him on this occaſion. The government of the city of 
Valencia became vacant ; and when I heard this piece 
of news, I thought of Don Alphonſo de Leyva. I re- 
fleted, that this employment would ſuit him admirably 
well; and not ſo much through friendſhip as oſtentation, 
reſolved to aſk it for him; repreſenting to myſelf, that 
if I ſhould obtain the place, it would do me infinite 
honour. Addreſſing myſelf therefore to the duke of 
Lerma, I told him that I had been ſteward to Don Cæ- 
far de Leyva and his ſon; and that having all the rea- 
ſon in the world to love them, I took the liberty to beg 
the government of Valencia for either the one or other. 
The miniſter anſwered, ** With all my heart, Gil Blas: 
love to ſee thee grateful and generous. Beſides, I 
eſteem the family hon ſpeakeſt of; the Leyvas have 
been always good ſervants to the king, and well de- 
ſerve that place. Thou mayſt diſpoſe of it at thy own 
pleaſure : I give it thee for a nuptial preſent,” | 
Raviſhed with my ſucceſs, I went without loſs of time, 
and deſired Calderona to make out letters patent for Don 
Alphonſo. There I found a great number of people at- 
tending in reſpectful ſilence until wor ae ſhould give 
them audience; and preſſing through the croud, I pre- 
ſented myſelf at the door of his cloſet, which was im- 
mediately opened, anddiſplayed a multitude of knights, 
commanders, and other people of conſequence, whom 
Calderona heard in their turns. His different behaviour. 
to different people was very remarkable: he received 
lome with a flight inclination of his head only; others he 
honoured with a bow, and conducted them to his cloſet- 
door. He put, (to uſe the expreſſion,) different ſhades 
of conſideration ip the civilities he ſhewed. On one 
hand, I perceived ſome caviliers, who, ſhocked at the 
® H 2 | little 
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little regard he paid to them, curſed in their hearts the 
neceſſity that compelled them to cringe to ſuch a fellow. 
On the contrary, I obſerved others, who laughed with- 
in themſelves at his ridiculous and ſelf- ſufficient depott- 
ment. Though I made all theſe fine obſervations, I was 
not capable of profiting by them; for I behaved at home 
hes in the ſame manner, and little minded whether my 
aughty rr was blamed or approved, provided it 
commanded refpeQt. 
Don Rodtigo having, by chance, caſt his eyes upon 
me, haſtily quitted a gentleman, to whom he was ſpeak- 
ing, and coming up, embraced me with demonſtrations 
of friendſhip, that ſurprtzed me not a little. Ah! my 
dear. colleague, (cried he) what affair procures me the 
leaſure of ſeeing you here? is there any thing in which 
| pars ſerve you?] told him the cauſe of my viſit; and 
he aſſured me, in the moſt obliging terms, that what! 
wanted ſhould be done, by the ſame hour next day. He 
did not limit his politeneſs to this, but conducted me as 
far as the door of his anti- chamber, whither he never 
uſed to go, except with gtandees, and there embraced 
me ane w. ITS 
What is the meaning of all this civility? (ſaid I to 
myſelf, going out) what can it forbode? Sure Calderona 
medi: ates my ruin. Perhaps he is deſirous of gaining 
my triendſhip ; or, feeling his favour on the decline, 
cultivates me with a view of engaging my interceſſion 
with our patron-in his behalf. I did not know whichof 
theſe conjeQures I ſhould adopt. Next day, when! 
returned, he treated me in the ſame manner, loading me 
with civility and carefſes. True indeed, he abated a 
great deal of that politeneſs, in his reception of other 
people, who came to. ſpeak with him. He was blunt 
with ſome, cold with others, and difobliging to every 
body. But all of them- were ſufficiently revenged, by 


an adventure which happened, and which I ought not 


ro paſs over in filence. This will be an advice to the 


reader, for thoſe clerks and ſecretaries who ſhall read 


it, gt 92 

A man, in a very plain dreſs, and who did not at all 

appear what he was, approached Calderona, and ſpoke 

to him of a certain memorial, which he ſaid he _ 2 
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ſented to the duke of Lerma. Don Rodrigo, who did 
not even look at the cavalier, ſaid to him in a ſuily tone, 
« What is your name, friend?“ «+ ] was called Fran- 
cillo in my infancy, (replied the cavalier, . very coolly) 
face that time, I have had the appellation of Don Fran- 
ciſco de Zuniga *, and, at preſent, my name is the 
Count de Pedroſa.” Calderona, aſtoniſhed at thefe 


words, and finding that he had to do witha man of the 


frſt quality, endeavoured to excuſe himſelf. © Signior, 
(faid he to the Count) I beg pardon, if not knowing 
ou“ I want none of thy excuſes, (ſaid Francillo, 
with diſdain) I deſpiſe thy apalogies as much as thy in- 
civility. Know, that a miniſter's ſecretary ought to re- 


ceive all ſorts of people with good manners. Thou 


mayſt, if thou wilt be vain enough to look upon thy- 


ſelf as thy maſter's deputy ; but don't forget that thou 


art only his valet. 


Though the haughty Don Rodrigo was very much 


moitified at this incident, he did not become a whit 
more affable. As for my part, I marked this ſtroke, 
and reſolved to take care how I behaved to people, in 
giving audience, and never to be infolent but with mutes. 
As Don Alphonſo's patent was expedited, I carried it 


away, and ſent it by an expreſs to that young nobleman, ' 


with a letter from the Duke of Lerma, in which, his ex- 


cellency informed him, that the king had named him to 


the government of Valencia f. I took no notice of the 
ſhare I had in this nomination; I would not even 
write; pleaſing myſelf with the hope of telling him, 
by word of mouth, and of furpridng him agreeably, 
when he ſhould come to court, to take the oaths for his 
employment. Eo | 


* Zuniga, one of the moſt ancient families of Caſtile. 

I Valencia, the capital of the kingdom that bears the ſame name, 
is ſituated on the banks of the Guadalaviar, about half a league from 
the ſea, It is the ſee of an archbiſhop, and ſeat of an univerſity, a 
place of great trade, and, on the whole, ſo agreeable as to have ob - 
tained the name of Valencia la hermeſa; Valencia the beautiful. 
This country was ſormerly in poſſeſſion of the Moors, from whom 
the city was taken, about the end of the eleventh century, by the 
famous Ruy Dias, ſirnamed the Cid, 98 
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CHAP. III. The preparations for the marriage of 
Gil Blas, and the great event that rendered them ole, 


E T us return to my fair Gabriela, whom I was to 
marry in eight - days. Both parties prepared for the 
ceremony: Salero took off rich cloaths for the bride; 
and J hired a chambermaid, a page, and an old ſquire, 
for her attendants. All this was ordered by Scipio, who 
waited even more impatiently than I, for the day on 
which the dowry was to be paid. 
On the evening preceding that day ſo much defired, I 
ſupped at the houſe of my father-in-law, with uncles, 
aunts, male and female couſins, and played the part of 
an hypocritical ſon-in-law, to great perfection. I ſhewed 
* reſpe to the goldſmith and his wife, aQed the paſ- 
ionate lover to Gabriela, and behayed very courteouſſi 
to the whole family, to whoſe flat Geert and Cit-like 
obſervations, I patiently liſtened. Accordingly, at the 
price of my patience, I had the good fortune to pleaſe 
all the relations. There was not one among them who 
did not ſeem glad of my alliance. | 
The repaſt being ended, the company removed intoa 
great hall, where we were regaled with a concert of vo- 
cal and inſtrumental muſick, which was not ill executed, 
although they had not choſen the beſt hands of Madrid, 
Revere 


began to form country dances. God knows how we per- 
formed, ſince I was taken for a diſciple of FTerpſichote; 
though I had no other principles of that art, 'than two 
or three leſſons, which I received from a coxcomb of a 
dancing-maſter, who came to teach the pages, when ! 
lived with the Marchioneſs of Chaves. After we had 
ſufficiently diverted ourſelves, it being time for each to 
think of zetiring, I was very prodiga] of my hugs and 
bows. *;Adicu, my fon, (ſaid Salero, embracing me) 
I will wait on you to-morrow morning, with the dowiy, 
in good gold.“ © My dear father, (1 replied) you hall 
be very welcome.” Then wiſhingthe family good night, 


"1 
* 


I got into the coach that waited for me at the gate, and 


drove homewards, | 
4 I way 


| gay airs, with which our ears were agreeably 
entertained, put us all in ſuch good humour that we 
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Las ſcarce two hundred paces from Signior Gabriel's 
houſe, when fifteen or twenty men, ſome a horſe-back, 
others a-foot, armed with ſwords and carabines, ſur- 
rounded the coach, and {topped it, crying, © In the king's 
name.” They made me come out in a hurry, and threw 
me into a poſt-chaiſe, where the chief of theſe cava- 
liers mounting along with me, bid the driver proceed for 
Segovia. 1 toon gueſſed that my fellow traveller was 
an honeſt alguazil, whom I queittoned about the cauſe 
of my impriſonment. But he anſwered in the uſual 
tone of thoſe gentlemen; that is, in a brutal manner, 
that he was not obliged to tel] me any thing of the mat- 
ter. I obſerved that perhaps he might be millaken in 
his man. No, no, (ſaid he) I know my buſineſs bet- 
ter. You aie Signior de Santillane ; and you I have or- 
ders to conduct to the place for which we ate bound.“ 
Having nothing to reply | tefolved to hold my tongue. 
We travelled all the reit of the night, along Macana- 
rez, in profound ſilence; changed hoiſes at Colmenar, 
and arrived in the evening at Segovia “, where I was 
locked up in the tower. 
CHAP, IV. Thetreatment of Gil Blas in the tower 

of Segovia, and the manner in which be learned the 

cauſe of his inpriſonment. 


HEY began with 8 me into a dungeon, 
where I was left upon itraw, like a malefactor 
worthy of death, Here I paſſed the night, not in de- 
ploting my condition, for, as yet, I had not perceived 
the whole of my misfortune, but in taſking my remem- 


* Segovia, a city of New Caſtile, about 12 leagues from Madrid; | 


famous for its woollen manufacture, the tower that was built by the 
Moors, the mint which ſurpaſſes all works of the ſame kind in F'u- 
rope; and an aqueduR, built by the emperor Trajan, which re- 


mains entire to this day, and is looked upon as one of the fineſt mo- 


numents of antiquity. It extends three thouſand paces from one 
mountain to another; and is ſupported by. 177 arches in two tires, 
forming as it were a double bricge. 'This edifice is built of large 
hewn ſtones, ſo artfully joined, without mortar or cement, that it 
remains undamaged to the preſent age : whereas the little improve- 


ments that are occaſionally made upon it tor the publick uſe, ſeldom 
laſt longer than 15 or 20 ycars. | 
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brance, to find out the cauſe of my impriſonment, ! 
did not doubt that it was the work of Calderona ; ne- 
vertheleſs, though I ſuſpected that he had diſcovered 
the whole, I could not conceive how he had prevailed 
upon the Duke of Lerma to treat me fo cruelly. Some- 
times | imagined that J had been arreſted without the 
knowledge of his excellency ; and ſometimes I thought 
that he himſelf was the cauſe of my misfortune, for 
ſome political reafons that often induce minifters to 
uſe their favourites in this manner. 

I was ſtrongly agitated by theſe different conjec- 
tures, when the light of day penetrating thiough a 
little geate, preſented to my view the horror of the 
place in which I was, I then grieved without mo- 
deration, and my eyes became two ſources of tears, 
which the remembrance of my proipericy rendered 
inexhauſtible. While I abandoned myſelf to my ſor— 
row, a turnkey came into my dungeon, with a loaf 
and a pitcher of water, for the day's allowance. He 
looked at me, and obſerving that my face was bathed 
in tears, gaoler as he was, felt an emotion of pity, 
« Signior priſoner, (ſaid he) don't deſpair. You mult 
not be ſo K 
young, and will ſee better days. Mean while, eat the 
King's allowance with a good grace.” | 

My comforter went out, when he pronounced theſe 
words, to which I made no anſwer, but by groans and 
lamentations. I ſpent the whole day in curſing my 
fate, without thinking of doing honour to my pro- 
viſion, which, to me in my preſent ſituation, ſeemed 
not ſo much a preſent of the King's bounty, as the 
effect of his rage; ſince it ſerved rather to prolong 
than aſſuage the pains of the unhappy. 1 

Night, in the mean time, arrived, and immediately 
a great noiſe of keys attracted my attention. The 
door of my dungeon opened, and a moment aftet, 
a man enteiing with a candle in his hand, approached 
me, ſaying Signior Gil Blas, behold one of your 
old friends. I am that Don Andrea de Tordeſillas, 


who lived with you at Grenada, and was gentleman | 


to the aichbiſhop, while you was in favour with that 
prelate. You delired him, if you remember, to em- 


enſible of the viciſſitudes of life: you are 


ploy 
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ploy his credit in my behalf; and, by his intereſt, T 
was named for an employment in Mexico: but, in- 
ſtead of embarking for the Indies, I ſtopt in the city 
of Alicant, where I married the daughter of him who 
commanded the caſtle, and, by a train of adventures 
which I ſhall recount to you by and by, I am now 
become keeper of the tower of Segovia, I have ex- 
preſs orders to keep you from the ſpeech of every living 
ſoul, to make you lie upon ſtraw, and live upon bread 
and water only. But J have too much humanity, not 
to pity your misfortunes : beſides, you have done me 
ſervice; and my gratitude prevails over the orders which 
] have received. Far from being the inſtrument of that 
cruelty which they wouldextrf upon you, I intend ta 
ſoften the rigour of your fate. Get up and follow me.” 
Although Mr. Keeper well defetved my thanks, my 
underſtanding was ſo much diſturbed, that I could not 
anſwer one word. I did not fail, however, to follow 
him, through a court, and up a narrow ſtair, to a ſmall 
room, quite a-tcp of the tower. I was not a little ſur- 
prized when I entered this chamber, to ſee two lights 
burning in brazen candle-ſticks, and two: handſome co- 
vers on atable. The victuals will be preſently brought, 
(faid Tordeſillas) and we will ſup here together. I have 
deſtined this retreat for your lodging, where you will live 
much more-comfortably than in your dungeon. You 
will ſee, from your window, the flowery banks of the 
Erema, and the delightful valley which extends from 
the feet of the mountains that ſeparate the two Caſtiles, _ 
as far as Coca. I know that at firſt you will not be very | 
ſenſible of ſuch a fine proſpect; but when the violence 
of your grief ſhal] be mellowed, by time, into a ſoft me- 
lancholy, you will take pleaſure in making an excurſhon + 
with your eyes, over ſuch agreeable objects. Beſides, 
you may be aſſured of being well provided in linen, 
and other-neceffaries befitting a gentleman of delicacy 
and taſte, Moreover, you ſhall have a good bed, com- 
fortable diet, and be furniſhed with as many books as 
you chooſe to read. In a word, you ſhall be as well 
treated as a priſoner can be.“ 12 
Finding myſelf a little eaſed, by ſuch obliging offers, 
I took courage, gave my —_ a thouſand thanks, told 
4 „„ e 
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him that he recalled me to life, by his generous behayi- 
our, and that I wiſhed I might ever again have an op- 
2 of mewing my gratitude, ** And why not 
avean opportunity? (he replied) do you think you have 
loſt your liberty for ever? You are miſtaken; and I dare 
aſſure you, that you will be quit for a few months of 
impriſonment.” What ſay you, Signior Don Andrea! 
(cried I) it ſeems then you know the cauſe of my mis- 
fortune.” * I confeſs (faid he) I am not ignorant of the 
affair, Thealguazil, who brought you hither, imparted 
the ſecret to me ; and I ſhall now reveal it.” | 
He told me, that the King, being ioformed of your 
having, in concert with the Count de Lemos, carried 
the Prince of Spain to the houſe of a ſuſpeQed lady ; 
had, to puniſh you both, exiled the count, and ſent you 
to the towei of Segovia, to be treated with all the rigour 
which you have experienced fince your arrival.” “And 
how (faid I) did this affair come to the knowledge of the 
King ? it is that circumſtance in particular, of which! 
want to be informed,” And that circumſtance (he 
replied) is what I could not learn from thealguazil, who 
in all likelihood, is himſelf ignorant of the matter.” 
Here our converſation was interrupted by the en- 
trance of ſeveral valets, who brought up ſupper. They 
put upon the table, ſome bread, two cups, two bottles, 
and three large diſhes, in one of which there was a ra- 
gout of hare, with plenty of onions, oil and ſaffron, an 
olla podrida * in another ; and the third contained a 
turky-powt on a marmalade of + berengena. When 
Tordeſillas ſaw that we had every thing we wanted, he 
ſent away his ſervants, not caring that they ſhould over- 
hear our diſcourſe, and having locked the door, we fat 
down at table, oppoſite to one another. Let us begin 
(ſaid he) with what is moſt needful. You muſt have a 
good appetite, after a faſt of two days.” So ſaying, he 
3 my plate with victuals, imagining that he ſerved 
one half ſtarved; and really he had reaſon to think I 
would ſtuff myſelf with his ragouts. Nevertheleſs, I 1 


* Olla podrida, a diſh compoſed of all ſorts of food. | 
+ Berengena, a kind of fruit growing like cycumber, and eaten 
like French beans, with mutton, &c, | 


baulked 
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baulk ed his expectation; and how much ſoever my con- 
dition tequited food, I could not ſwallow a morſel ; fo 
much did I take to heart my preſent ſituation. To diſ- 
pel the cruel images which inceffantly afflicted me, my 
keeper, in vain, exhorted me to.diink, by extolling the 
excellence ofs his wine. Had he given me neCtar, I 
ſhould have drank it without pleaſure, at that time. He 
perceived my chagrin, and changing his battery, began 
to recount, in a pleaſant manner, the hiſtory of his own 
marriage. But J heard his narration with ſuch abſence 
of thought, that when it was ended, | could not have 
repeated one word of what he ſaid. He concluded, that 
he undertook too much, in attempting to divert my ſor- 


row that evening; and when ſupper was over, got up. 


laying : ** S12n1or de Santiilane, I will leave you to your 
repole, ot rather, to muſe at leiſure, upon your misfor- 
tune, But, I repeat it again, it will not be of long dura- 
tion: the King is naturally good: when his wrath ſub- 


fides, and he ſhall reflect upon the deplorable fituatian, 


in which he believes you to be, he will think you ſuffi- 
ciently puniſhed.” So ſaying, Mr. Keeper went down 
Rairs, and ſent up his.ſervants to uncover the table. 


They carried off every thing, even to the candles, and 


| went to bed by the melancholy light of a lamp that 
was fixed to the wall, 


CHAP. V. His reflections before he went to ſleep, 


and an account of the noiſe that waked him. 


Spent two hours at leaſt, in reflecting upon what 


Tordeſillas had told me. I am conhned here, then, 
laid I to myſelf, for having contributed to the pleaſures 
ol the heir apparent. How imprudent was I, in doing 
ſervices of that kind, to ſo young a prince: for his ten- 
der years alone make me guilty. Had he been in a more 
advanced age, the king would, perhaps, have laughed 


at that which now incenſes him ſo much But who can 
have given ſuch a piece of information to that monarch, 


without fearing the refentment of the prince, or that of 


the Duke of Lerma, who will, doubtleſs, revenge his 
nephew the Count de Lemos. How then has the king 


diſcovered it? that 1 cannot comprehend, G 
| ; | | 55 Hither 
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Hither my doubts always returned. The idea how- 
ever, that afflicted me mol, that drove me to deſpair, and 
from which my mind could not detach itſelf, was the 
Pillage to which I concluded my effects had been aban- 
doned. My ſtrong box! cried I, my dear 1iches, what 
ts become of you ? into whoſe hands are you fallen? 
alas! I havelolt you, even in leſs time than that in which 
you were ainafſed! I painted to myſelf the diſorder that 
muſt then reign in my houſe; and, on that ſubjeQ, 
made refleQtions, every one more melancholy than ano- 
ther. The confuſion of ſo many different thoughts, 
threw me into an oppreſſion that became favourable; 
and fleep, which had avoided me the preceding night, 
fhed his influence over my fenſes. To this, the goodneſs 
of the bed, the fatigue which I had undergone, as well 
as the vapours of victuals and wine, contributed. I en- 
joyed a profound ſleep, and, probably, the day would 
have ſurpriſed me in this condition, had I not been 
waked, all of a ſudden, by a noiſe pretty extraordinary 
for a priſon, I heard the ſound of a guitarre, accompa- 
nied with a man's voice, I liſtened with attention, and 
hearing no mote believed it was a dream: but in a mo- 
ment, my ear was ſtruck again with the ſound of the 
inſtrument, and the ſame voice, that ſung the tollow- 
ing verſes. . 


Ay de mi! un ano felice 
Parece un ſoplo ligero: 
Peiò fin dicha un inſtante 
Es un ſiglo te tormento. 


My forrow was encreaſed by this couplet, which ſeem- 
ed to have been made on purpoſe for me. I have but 
too well experienced the truth of theſe words, (faid I) 

iethinks the ſeaſon of my proſperity paſſed away very 
on, and that I have been already a whole age in 
priſon, I relapſed into a terrible reverie, and began 


again to deplore my fate, as if I had taken pleaſure in 


the taſk. My lamentations, however, ended with the 


* Alas! a year of pleaſure paſſes like a fleeting breeze; but a 
moment of mit fortune ſeems an age of pain. 


night; 
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night ; and the firſt rays of the ſun, with which my 
chamber was enlightened, a little calmed my diſquiet.- 
got up to ait my room, by opening the window, and 
ſurveyed the country, of which I remembeted Mr. Keep- 


er had given ſuch a fine deſcription. But I could find 


nothing to juſtify what he had ſaid : the Erema, which 


] imagined was, at leaſt, equal to the Tagus, appeared 


to be no more than a rivulet, its flowery banks were be- 
decked with the nettle and thiſtle only, and the pretend- 


ed delightful valley preſented nothing to my view, but 


lands for the moſt part barren and uncultivated. Pro- 
bably, 1 was not yet arrived at that ſweet melancholy, 


which made things appear otherwiſe than I beheld them 
at that time, Tp] | 


I began to put on my clonths, and was already half 


dreſſed, when Tordeſillas came in, followed by an old 
woman-ſervant, who brought ſhirts-and towels for my 


uſe. ** Signior Gil Blas, (ſaid he) here is linen: don't 


be frugal of it; for I ſhall take care to let you have as - 


much as you can uſe. Welt (added he) how did you 
paſs the night? were your ſorrows ſuſpended for a few 


moments by ſleep ?” I ſhould have ſlept, perhaps, 


till now, (anſwered I) had I not been awaked by a voice, 


accompanied by a guitatre.“ The chevaher, who has 


diiturbed your repoſe, (ſaid he) is a ſtate priſoner, whole 
chamber is contiguous to yours, He is a knight of the 
military order of Calatrava, and has a very amiable cha- 
raQer : his name is Don Gaſton de Cogollos. You may, 
if you pleaſe viſit and eat with one another. You will. 
find à mutual conſolation in each other's acquaintance, 
which will be very agreeable to both.” 

I affured Don Andrea, that I was extremely ſenſible: 
of his kindnefs, in permitting me to unite my grief with 
that of the cavalier ; and as ponders fore impatience 
to be acquainted with that companion in misfortune, 
our obliging kecper procured me the pleaſure that very 
day; and carried me ts dinner with Don Gaſton, who 
ſurprized me- with his beauty and fine gy. You 
may judge what he muſt be, to make ſuch a ſtrong im- 


preſſion upon eyes accuſtomed to behold the moſt ſhining 


youtk at court. Imayine to yourſelf a man made for 
love, one of thoſe heroes of romance, who, by ſhe ing 
| themſelves 


% 

4 

& 

0» 

1 

; 

N Fl 
11 


„„ 


Eo 


LE ——— . ER 


158 The ADVENTURES of 


themſelves only, could rob princeſſes of their reſt. Add 
to this, that nature, which uſuaily deals out her gifts 
ſparingly, had endured Cogollos with a great deal of 
underitanding and valour ; ſo that he was a perfect 
Cavalier. | | | 
If I was charmed by this knight, I had alſo the good 
fortune to be agreeable to him. He no more ſung in 
the night, for fear of incommoding me, notwithſtanding 
my entreaties, that he would not conſtrain hiniſelf on 
my account, An intimacy 1s ſoon contracted between 
two perſons oppteſſed by misfortune. A tender friend- 
ſhip was the immediate conſequence of our acquain- 
tance, and becaine ſtronger and ſtronger every day. 
The liberty we enjoyed of converſing together when 
we pleaſed, was very uſeful to us both; ſince, by our 
diſcourſe, we aided one another, reciprocally, to bear 
our misfortune with patience. 
One afternoon, entering his room, juſt as he was go- 
ing to play on his guitarre, that I might hear him the 


more conveniently, I fat down on a ſtool, which was all 


the ſeat he had; and he placing himſelf on his bed's 
feet, played a very moving air, and ſung words to it, 
which expreſſed the deſpair to which the cruelty of a 
lady reduced her lover. When he had done, I ſaid to 
him with a ſmile, “ Signior Knight, theſe are words 


which you was never obliged to employ in your amours: 


you are too well qualified to find the women cruel ;” 

„% You have too good an opinion of me, (he replied ;) 

I compoſed, in my own behalf, the verſes which you 

have heard, to ſoften a heart which I believed harder 

than diamond, and move to compaſſion a lady who 

treated me with extreme rigour. I mult entertain yo 
with that tory, by which you will alſo learn the cauſe 

of my misfortune. 


CHAP. VI. The hiftory of Don Gaſton de Cogolles, 
a2 nd Donna Helena de Galiſteo. 


OT much leſs than four years ago, I ſet out from 
Madrid for Cora, to viſit Donna Eleonora de 
Laxatilla, my aunt, one of the richeſt widows in Old 
_ Caſtile, whoſe heir l am, I was no ſooner arrived at her 
| | houſe, 
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houſe, than love began to invade my repoſe. The win- 
dows of my apartment faced the lattices of a lady, who 
lived oppoſite to my aunt's houſe ; and I could eaſily 
perceive her, by the aſſiſtance of the width of her grates, 
and the narrowneſs of the ſtreet. I did not neglect the 
opportunity ; and found my neighbour ſo handſome, that 
] was enchanted at once. I expreſſed my paſſion ſo 

lainly with my eyes, that ſhe could not be miſtaken. 

he perceived it accordingly ; but was not at all diſpoſed 
to pride herſelf in her obſer vation, and ſtill leſs to anſwer 
my coquetries. 

I made enquiries about this dangerous perſon, who 
captivated hearts ſo ſuddenly ; and learned, that her 
name was Donna Helena ; that ſhe was the only daugh- 
ter of Don George de Galiſteo, who poſſeſſed a rich 
manor a few leagues from Coria ; that many matches 
had been in her offer; but her father rejected them all, 
| becauſe he was reſolved to give her in marriage to his 
nephew Don Auguſtin de Olighera, who in the mean 
time, had the privilege of ſeeing and converſing with 
his couſin every day. I was not diſcouraged by this 
piece of information: on the contrary, it inflamed my. 
paſſion; and the proud pleaſure of ſupplanting a beloved 
rival, excited me, perhaps even more than my love, to 


| purſue my point. I continued then to addreſs Helena 


with the moſt paſſionate looks: I ſupplicated her maid 
Felicia in the * language, in order to implore her 
aſſiſtance. I even talked on my fingers. But theſe gal- 
lantries were of no uſe. I made as little impreſſion on 
the maid as on her miſtreſs: they ſeemed equally cruel. 
and inacceſſible. 5 
Since they refuſed to anſwer the language of my eyes, 
I had recourſe to other interpreters ; and ſet people at 
work, to diſcoyer what acquaintance Felicia had in 
town. They got notice, that an old gentlewoman, 
called Theodora, was her belt friend, and that they often 
viſited one another. Overjoyed at this diſcovery, I 
went to Theodora in perſon, and by preſents, engaged 
her in my intereſts. She eſpouſed my cauſe, promiſed 
to procure for mea private converſation with her friend, 
at her houſe, and kept her promiſe the very next day. 
Ian no longer unhappy, (ſaid I to Felicia) ſince my 
ED 1 misfortunes 
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misfortunes have excited your compaſſion. How much 
ain I indebted to your friend, for having prevailed upon 
you, to grant me the- ſatisfatian of an interview!“ 
„ Signtor, (anſwered ſhe) Theodora can do any thing 
with me; ſhe has engaged me in your behalf; and if it 
be in my power to make you happy, you ſhall ſoon en- 
Joy your Wiſh ; but, with all my good-will, I don't 
know that I can give you much aſſiſtance: for not to 
flatter you, you have.never formed a niore difficult en- 
ferprize. You are in love with a lady, who is prepoſſeſ- 
ſed in favour of another cavalier : and what ſort-of a 
lady ! one fo full of pride and diſſimulation, that if, by 


dint of perieverance and aſſiduity, you ſhould ſucceed 


fo far as to coſt her ſome ſighs, don't imagine that her 


pride will give you the pleaſure of hearing them.” 


« Ah! my dear Felicia! (cried I, in a tranſport of 
grief) why do you deſcribe the obſtacles which I have 
to ſurmount! I am aſſaſſinated by your information]! de- 


ceive me rather than drive me to deſpair !” So ſaying, | 


took one of her hands, and pteſſing it in mine, put upon 
her finger a diamond worth three hundred piltoles, ac- 
companied by ſuch moving expreſſions, as brought the 
tears into her eyes. 


She was too much affected with my diſcourſe, and too 


well ſatisfied with my behaviour, to leave me altogether 
without conſolation. She began to ſmooth the ditficul- 
ties a little, ſaying, © Sipnior, what I have repreſented, 
ought not to deprire you of hope. Your rival, 'tis true, 


is not hated ; he is at liberty to come and vifit his cou- 


fin, and talk to her whenever he pleaſes ; and this is a 
circumſtance favourable for you. Their being accuſ- 
tomed to ſee one another every day, renders their con- 


verſation a little languid: they ſeem to part without 


pain, and meet again without pleaſure : one would think 
they are already married. In a word, I don't perceive 
that my miſtreſs has a violent paſſion for Don Auguſtin: 
beſides, as to perſonal qualifications, there is a difference 
between you and him, that muſt turn to your account, 


in the eyes of ſuch a delicate young lady as Donna He- 
lena. Be not diſcouraged, therefore: continue your 
gallantry, which I will ſecond ; and I will not let li 


one opportunity of making every thing you do to ple 
| | | I, 
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ſhall ſhe attempt to diſguiſe her ſentiments, I will ſoon 
diſcover them, in ſpite of her diſſimulation.“ 
After this converſation, Felicia and I parted, very well 


ſatisfied with one another. I prepared anew to ogle Don 
George's daughter, whom I treated with a ferenade, in 


which the verſes you have heard were ſung by a fine 
voice, which I had provided for the purpoſe. After the 
concert, the maid, in order to ſound her miſtreſs, aſked 


how ſhe had beenentertained ? ©© The voice (ſaid Donna 
Helena) gave me pleafure.” And were not the words 
which were ſung very moving?” (replied the maid) © I 
paid no attention to them, (ſaid the lady) Iliſtened tothe 


tune only. I took no notice of the verſes, neither do l 
deſire to know who gave the ſerenade.” If that be the 
caſe, (cried the waiting-woman) poor Don Gaſton de 


in ſpending his time in looking at our lattices.” “Per- 


haps it may not be he, (ſaid the miſtreſs, coldly) but 


ſome other cavalier, who has declared his paſſion for 


me, by this concert.“ Pardon me, madam, (replied 
Felicia) it is no other but Don Gaſton; by this token, 


that he accoſted me this morning, in the ſtreet, and 
begged me to tell you, that he adores you, in ſpite of 


the 1igour with which you repay his love; and that, in. 
ſhort, he ſhould think himſelf the happieſt of mankind, 
if you would allow him to manifeſt his paſſion in the 


uſual courſe of gallantry. This diſcourſe (added ſhe) 
ſufficiently proves that | am not miſtaken.” 


Don George's daughter changed countenance, all of | 
a ſudden, and darting a ſevere look at her maid; 


+ You might have diſpenſed (ſaid ſhe) with repeating 


that impertinent converſation to me. Let me have no 
ſuch reports for the future, if you pleaſe: and if that 


raſh youth ſhall have the preſumption to ſpeak to you 


again, tell him to make his addreſſes to one who will re- 


gard his gallantry more than I do, and to chooſe a more 
honourable paſtime, than that of being all day long at 
his windows, to obſerve what I do in my apartment.” 


All this was faithfully reported ro me, in a ſecond in- 
terview with Felicia, who pretending that I muſt not 


take the words of her miſtreſs in a literal ſenſe, wo id 
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her, tend to your advantage with my miftrefs. In vain 


_— is far out in his reckoning, and not very wiſe . 
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have perſuaded me that the affair went on ſwimmingly, 
But I, who was ignorant of nnefle, and did not believe 
that the text could be explained in my favour, diſtruſted 
the commentary ſhe made. She Jaughed at my dith- 
dence, called for paper and ink, and faid: © Signior 
Knight, write immediately ro Donna Helena, in the ſtyle 
of a deſponding lover. Paint your ſufferings in the moſt 
paſſionate colours, and in particular, complain of her 
prohibiting you to appear at your windows. Promiſe to 
obey her, but, at the fame time, aſſure her, that it will 
coſt you your life. Put this into ſuch expreſſions as you 
gentlemen are ſo well ſkilled in, and leave the reſt to 
me. I hope the event will do more honour to my pe- 
netration than you imagine.“ | 
Had I neglected this, I ſhould have been the firſt lo- 
ver, who did not take the 2dvantage of ſuch an oppor- 
tunity to write to his miſtreſs. I compoſed a moſt pathe- 
tic letter, and before I ſealed it, ſhewed it- to Felicia, 
who having read it, ſaid, with a ſmile, that if women 
have the art of captivating the men, thele laſt, in fe- 
turn, know very well how to. cajole the women,” The 
waiting-matid took my letter, then Jaying mag injune- 
tions on me to keep my windows ſhut for a few days, 
returned to the houſe of Don George. FS 
Madam, (ſaid ſhe to Donna Helena, when ſhe went 
home) I met Don Gaſton, who did not fail to make up 
to me, and endeavoured to ſootb me with flattering ex- 
preſſions. He aſked, with a faultering voice, like a cri- 
minal who expects his ſentence, if! Dad delivered his 
meſſage to you. Then I, faithful and ready to execute 
your oidets, cut him ſhort with a vengeance ;, inveighed 
againſt him, loaded him with reproaches, and left him 
in the ſtreet, confounded at my petulance.”** I am over- 
joyed (replied Donna Helena) that you have rid me of 
that impoitunate young fellow: but there was no occa- 
ſion to ſpeak rudely to him. A young woman ought al- 
ways to be gentle in her behaviour.“ Madam, (ſaid 
the maid) a paſſionate lover is not to be baniſhed by 
words pronounced with a gentle air. Nay, this is ſeldom 
accompliſhed by indignation and rage. Don Gaſton, for 
exanple, was not repulſed, After having loaded him 
with reproaches, (as | have ſaid) I. went to the houſe of 
| your 
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your relation, whither you ſent me; and that lady, un- 


fortunately, detained me too long : I lay too long, be- 
cauſe, on my return, Ifound my man again, whom, I 
allure you, I did not expeR to ſee, I was ſo much 


diſturbed at fight of him, that my tongue, which never 


failed me before, could not furnith me with one ſyllable. 
In the mean time, what does he? he flipt a paper iuto 
my hand, which I kept, without knowing what I did, 
aud then diſappeared in an inſtant.” 

So ſaying, ſhe pulled my letter out of her hoſom, and 
gave it, by way of joke, to her miſtreſs, who taking it 
2« for diverſion, read it over, and then affected reſet ve. 
« Truly, Felicia, (faid ſhe, with a ſerious aii) you are 
a fool and a mad creature, to receive this billet, What 
wil! Don Gatton think of it? and what muſt I believe? 


Your conduct gives me cauſe to diſtruſt your fidelity ; 


and may make him ſuſpeQ, that I am pleaſed with his 
paſſion. Alas! perhaps he imagines, at this inſtant, 
that I peruſe, with pleaſure, the characters which he 
has wrote. You ſee to what ſhame you have expoſed 


my pride.” „O] not at all, madam, (replied the maid) 
he can entertain no ſuch thoughts: and, ſuppoſe he did, 


he ſhall not preſerve them long. I will tel] him, when 
next I ſee him, that I have fhewn his letter to you ; that 


you looked at it with indifference; and in ſhort, with- 
out reading it, tore it with the moſt mortifying con- 


»” 


tempt.” “ You may ſafely ſwear that I have not read 


it, (ſaid Donna Helena.) I ſhould be at a loſs, if obliged, 


to repeat two ſingle words of it.” Don George's daugh- 
ter was not contented with talking in this manner ; ſhe 
tore my billet, and forbad her woman to talk to me for 
the future. | BD 


As I promiſed to play the gallant no more at my win- 


cows, ſince the fight of me gave offence, I kept them 
ſhut ſeveral days, to render my obedience more affeQ- 
ing; but to ſupply thoſe looks of which | was abridged, 
I prepared new ſerenades for my cruel Helen. One night 
I repaired under her balcony with muſicians, and the 


guitarres weile already ſtruck up, whena cavalier came 


ſword in hand, and dilturbed the concert, laying about 
him at a furious rate among the performers, who imme- 
diately betook themſelves to fight. The rage that ani- 
| 2 e mated 
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mated that bold intruder, awaked mine : I adyanced to 
puniſh him, and an obſtinate combat began. Donna 
Helena and her attendant hearing the noiſe of ſwords, 
looked thro” the lattice, and feeing-two men engaged, 
waked Don George and his valets with their cries: 
theſe, as well us tural people in the neighbourhood, 
came running to part the combatants. but they arrived 
too late, and found no body on the field of battle, but a 


cavalier almoſt without life, weltering in-his own blood; 


and | was ſoon known to be that untortunate perſon. ] 
was carried to the houſe of my aunt, whither the moſt 


expert ſurgeons in town were called to my aſliftance, 


Every body pitied my fate, ard Donna Helena in parti- 
cular, who then diſcovered the bottom of her ſoul. Her 


diſſimulation gave way to her ſentiment, and ſhe was no 


longer that diſdainſul creature, who piqued herſelf upon 
appearing inſenſible to my paſſion. She was now-a ten- 
der lover, that abandoned herſelf to ſorrow without re- 


ſerve. She ſpent the reſt of the night in mourning with 
her maid, and in curſing her couſin Don Auguſtine de 


Olighera, who they concluded muſt have been the au- 
thor of their tears; as in effect it was he who had ſo diſ- 
agreeably interrupted the ſerenade. Being as great a 


diſſembler as his couſin, he had perceived my intentions, 


w.thout ſeeming to take any notice of them; and ima- 
gining that ſhe favoured my flame, had committed this 
action, to ſhe that he was not quite ſo paſſi ve as ſhe be- 
lieved him to be. Nevertheleſs, this melancholy acci- 
dent was ſoon forgotten, by reaſon of the joy that fol- 
lowed-it. Tho? I was dangerouſly wounded, the ſkill 
of the ſurgeons ſaved my life, but I ſtill kept my cham- 
ber, when my aunt Donna Eleonora went to Don 
George, and demanded his daughter for me in marriage, 
The father conſented to this the more willingly, becauſe 
he at that time looked upon Don Auguſtine as a man 
whom perhaps he ſhould never ſee again. The good old 
fey was afraid that hisdaughter would not beſtow 


erſelf on me without reluctance, becauſe her couſin 


Olighera had enjoyed the liberty of viſiting her when he 
would, and of acquiring her affeQion at leiſure ; but 
ſhe ſeemed ſo well diſpoſed to obey her father in this 
aifair, that we may conclude it is an advantage _ 
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the ladies, to be a new comer in Spain, as well as elſe- 


where. | 

As ſoon as I could have a private converſation 
with Felicia, I underſtood how much afflicted her miſ- 
treſs had been at the bad ſucceſs of my duel ; fo that 
having no longer any reaſon to doubt that I was the Pa- 
ris of this Helen, I bleſſed my wound, fince it turned 
out ſo propitious to my love, and obtained of Siznior 
Don George t-e permiſſion of ſpeaking to his daughter 

in preſence of her maid. What a delightful converſation 
this was! I entreated, I preſſed the lady in ſuch a man- 
ner to tel] me if her father in yielding her to my tender- 
neſs, had done any violence to her inclination ; that ſhe 
owned | was not beholden to her obedience alone. Af- 
ter this charming . confeſſion, my whole ſtudy was to 
pleaſe her, and contrive entertainments, until the day of 
our nuptials, which were to be celebrated by a magni- 
hcent cavalcace, in which all the nobility of Coria and 
the netghbourhood intenced to appear. 

I pave a grand entertainment to Don George and his 
daughter, with all their relations and friends, at a ſu- 
perb country-houſe which my aunt had without the 
town, on the fide of Manroi. Here a concert of vocal 
and inſtrumental muſic was prepared by my order, to- 
gether with a company of ſtrollers to repreſent a co- 


medy. In the middle of the feaſt, one came and whif- 


pered to me, that there was a man in the hall, who 


wanted to ſpeak with me. I got up from table to ſee 


who it was, and found a ſtranger, who looked like a 
valet de chambre, and who pretented to me a letter, 
which I opened, and read theſe words. 


9 T you have a regard for your honour, as every 
knight of your order ought to have, you will not 

fail to be to morrow morning in the plain of Mamoi, 
where you willi find a cavalier ready to give latisfac- 
tion for the injury you received from him, and to 
P put you, if he can, out of condition to eſpouſe 
Donna Helena. Don Auguſtin de Olighesa.“ 
If love has great influence over the Spaniatds, re- 
venge has ſtill more. I could not read this billet in 1ran- 
quillity, The very name of Don Auguiline kindled a 
| nie 
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fire in my veins, which had almoſt made me forget the 
indiſpenſable duty which I had that day to perform, 
I was tempted to ſteal away from the company, and go 
in ſearch of my enemy on the inſtant. I conftrained 
myſelf, however, for fear of diſturbing the feaſt, and 
ſaid to the man who brought the letter; Friend, tell 
the cavalier who ſent you, that I am too delirous of 
re-ingaging him, to fail of meeting him to-morrow 
morning before ſun-riſe, at the appointed place.” 
Having ſent away the meſſenzer with this anſwer, I 
KWjoined my gueſts, and reſumed my place at table, 
where I compoſed my countenance ſo well, that no 
body had the leaſt ſuſpicion of what had paſſed within me. 
] appeared during the reſt of the day, as much enter- 
tained as any of them with the pleatures of the feaſt, 
which ended about midnight, when the aſſembly broke 
up, and every one returned to the town, in the ſame 
manner as he had come out. As for my part, I ſtaid in 
the country-houſe, on pretence of taking the air next 


morning; but the true reaſon was, that I might bethe_ 


ſooner at the rendezvous. Inſtead of going to bed, I 
waited with impatience for day, which as Boat as] per- 
ceived, I mounted my beſt horſe, and ſet out alone, as 
if I intended to take a ride in the country. I advanced 
towards Manroi, and diſcovered in the plain a man on 
horſe-back, coming towards me at full ſpeed ; upon which 
put ſours to my horſe, to fave him one half of the way. 
We ſoon met, and I found it was my rival. “ Knight, 
(ſaid he in an inſolent tone) it is with regret, that I come 
to blows with you a ſecond time; but it is your own fault. 
After the adventure of the ſerenade, you ought to have 
renounced Don George's daughter with a good grace; 
or at leaſt have taken it for granted, that you would not 
be ſo eaſily quit, if you perſiſted in your addreſſes to her.” 
„% You are too proud (anſwered I) of an advantage 
which perhaps you owed more to the darkneſs of the 
night, than to your ſuperior {kill, You don't conſider 
that the iuccels of theſe rencounters depends often on 
accident.” It is never accidental with me, (ſaid he 
with an arrogant ait) and I will now ſhew you, that by 
day as well as night, I know how to puniſh thoſe auda- 
cious kniplits who interiere with me.“ 
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1 made no reply to this haughty ſpeech, but alighted 


inſtantly, Don Auguſtine did the fame: we tied our. 


horſes to a tree, and began, to fight with equal vigour. 
I will frankly own, that I had to do with an enemy who 

ſhed much better than I, altho' T had been two years 
at ſchool. He was a compleat fencer ; I could not poſ- 
ſibly have expoſed my life to greater e Ne verthe- 
leſs, as it oſten happens, that tue ſtrongeſt is vanquiſhed 
by the weakeſt, my rival, in ſpite of all his ſkill, received 


a thru't that went thro' his heart, and he fell ſtone dead 


in an inſtant. 


I returned immediately to the country- houſe, where 


Linſormed a valet de chambre, whom I could trutt, of 
what had happened, and ſaid to him, Dear Ramira, 
before juſtice can take cognizance of this event, take a 
good horſe, and give my aunt notice of the adveuture. 
Aſk of her ſome money and jewels, and bring them to 
me at Plazencia, where thou wilt find me in the firſt inn 
you come to as you enter the city | 

Ramira acquitted himſelfof his commiſſion with ſuch 
diligence, that he arrived at Plazencia three hours after 
me. He told me, that Donna Eleonora was more pleaſ- 
ed than afflicted at the news of a duel that revenged the 
affront which I had received in the hrit; and that ſhe 
had ſent me all her ready money and jewels, to enable 
me to travel agreeably in foreign countries, until ſhe 
ſhould get tlie affair accommodated. 

To pals over ſuperfluous circumſtances, I will only 
inform you, that I croſſed New-Caſtile, to the kingdom 
of Valencia, in order to embark at Denia, from whence 


| took a paſſage for Italy, where I put myſelf in a con- 


dition to viſit different courts, and appear in a ſuitable 
charaQer. 


While far from my Helen, I endeavoured as much as 
in me lay, to beguile my love and ſorrows; ſhe mourned 


my ablence in ſecret at Coria. Inſtead of approving of 


the proſecution that her family ſet on foot againſt me on 
account of Olighera's death, ſhe wjihed that all enmity 
might ceafe, and my return be haſtened by a ſpeedy ac- 


commodation. Six months had already elapſed fince 


ſhe had loſt me, and I believe her conſtancy would have 
ſtill triumphed over time, had the had nothing elſe but 
tune 


| 
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time to combat: but ſhe had ſtill more powerful ene- 
mies. Don Blas de Combados, a gentleman from the 
weſtern ſide of Galicia, came to Cor ia, to take poſſeſſion, 
of a rich eſtate which had been in vain diſputed by his 
couſin Don Miguel de Caprara ; and he ſettled in that 
country, finding it more agreeable than his own. Com- 
bados was well made, had an agreeable polite behaviour, 
and was one of the moſt inſinuating men in the world; 
ſo that he ſoon became acquainted with all the people 
of faſhion in the town, and was no ſtranger to their 
private affairs. | 
It was not long before he learned that Don George 
had a daughter, whoſe dangerous beauty ſeemed to in- 
flame the men only for their ruin. This piqued his cu- 
rioſity: he longed to ſee ſuch a formidable lady: for this 
Purpoſe, he ſought the friendſhip of her father, and 
ſucceeded ſo well, that the old man already looked upon 
him as his ſon-in-law; gave him admittanceto his houſe, 
and liberty of ſpeaking in his preſenceto Donna Helena. 
The Galician ſoon fell in love with her. That was in- 
evitable. He opened his heart to Don George, who 
conſented to his propoſal ; but told him, that reſolving 
not to conſtrain his daughter, he left her miſtreſs of her 
own hand. Upon this, Bon Blas put in practice all the 
gallantries which he could deviſe, to pleaſe the Jady, 
who ſeemed inſenſible to them all, ſo much was her heart 
engroſſed by me. Felicia however was in the intereſls of 
the cavalier, who engaged her by preſents, to eſpouſe 
his cauſe, She therefore employed all her addreſs in 
behalf of his paſſion ; on the other hand, her father ſe- 
conded the chamber-maid by his remonftrances ; yet 
nevertheleſs, all their efforts during a whole year could 
only torment Donna Helena, without ſhaking her con- 
ſtancy in the lealt. | | . 
Combados ſeeing that Don George and Felicia inte- 
reſted themlelves for him in vain, propoſed an expedi- 
ent to overcome the obſtinacy of a lover ſo prepolleſled 
as ſhe was, © "This (ſaid he) is what I have contrived: 
we will ſuppoſe that a merchant of Coria has received 
a letter from an Italian factor, in which, after a detail 
of 2 concerning commerce, are the following 
words.“ | 
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— * A Spaniſh cavalier, whoſe name is Don Gaſton 
de Cogollos, has lately arrived at the court of Parma. 


« He calls himſelf nephew and ſole heir of a rich wi- 


« dow who lives at Coria, under the name of Donna 
« Eleonora de Laxarilla. He has demanded the daugh- 
« ter of a powerful nobleman in marriage, but will not 
« ſucceed until the truth is known. I am defired to 
« apply to you for this purpoſe: pray let me know 
« then, if you are acquainted with this Don Gaſton, 
e and in what the riches of his aunt conſiſt; for your 
« anſwer will decide the marriage. 0 
« Parma, &c. 


The old man looked upon this trick as a piece of wit 
or ſtratagem pardonable in love; and the waiting- wo- 
man, ſtil] leſs ſcrupulous than her maſter, approved of 


it very much. The invention ſeemed to them the more 


ingenious, as they knew Helena to be a proud girl, ca- 


pable of taking an inſtantaneous reſolution, provided 
ſhe ſhould have no ſuſpicion of the cheat. Don George 
undertook to inform her of my change; and, to = 
the thing ſeem mote natural. carried along with him the 
merchant who had received the pretended letter from 
Parma. The ſcheme was executed accordingly. The 
father, in an affected paſſion of rage and vexation, faid 
to Helena, Daughter, I will no longer oblerve to you, 
that my relations daily requeſt that I will not admit the 
murderer of Don Augu:tiae into my family. I have a 
ſtronger reaſon to give you to day, in order to detach 
you From Don Ga on. You ought to be aſhamed of 


your fidelity to him. He is a fickle perfidious wWietch. 


Here is a certain proof ot his infidelity. Read this let- 


ter, which a merchant of Coria has received rom Italy.“ 


Helena trembling took the fictitious letter, read it over, 
conſidered every expreſſion, and was thunder- ſtruck at 
the news of my inconttancy. A ſentiment of tender- 
neſs made her ſhed tome tears ; but toon recalling all her 
pride, ſhe dried them up, and ſaid to her father with a 
reſolute tone, ** Signior, you have been wi neſs of my 


weakneſs, bear witneſs alto of the vioiy I gain over 


mytelf. Tis done, I now W Don Gaſton, and 
Not, H.. | 
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look upon him as the loweſt of mankind. But let us 
talk no more about him. Come, I am ready to follow 
Don Blas to the altar: let my martiage precede that of 
the perfidous man who has ſo ill repaid my love.“ Don 
George, tranſported with joy attheſe words, embraced 
his daughter, applauded her vigorous reſolution, and, 
glad of the happy ſucces of his ſtratagem, made haſte 
to compleat the withes of my rival. 

Donna Helena was thus raviſhed from me. She 
yielded herfelf ſuddenly to Combados, without liſtening 
to love, which at the bottom of her heart ſpoke in my 
behalf, or even doubting a moment of a piece of news 
which might have been ſuſpected in a lover of leſs cre- 
dulity. The haughty maid liltened to nothing but her 
Aer. thereſentment of the injury which ſhe thought 

er beauty had received, prevailed over the interelt of 
her tenderneſs. A few days aſter her mariiage, how- 
ever, ſhe felt ſome remorſe for having been ſo precipi— 
tate. She teffected that the merchant's letter might have 
been feigned, and that ſuſpicion gave her ſome uneaſi- 
neſs : but the amoious Don Blas gave his wife no time 
to cheriſh thoughts prejudicial to her repoſe. His ſole 
ſtudy was to amuſe her; and in this he ſucceeded by a 
continual ſucceſſion of various pleaſutes, which he had 
art enough to invent. | | | 
She ſeemed very well fatished with. ſuch a gallant 

huſband, and they lived together in pertet harmony, 
when my aunt accommodated my aftair with the rela- 
ti ons ot Don Auguf ine; and wrote immediately to 
Italy, to avivertile me of her ſucceſs. Being then at Re- 

io, in the faithermoit part of Calabria, 1 went over 
into Sicily, fiom thence to Spain, and at length re- 
paired to Cotia on the wings oi love. Donna Eleonora, 
who had not in her letter mentioned the ma1ciage of Don 
George's daup hier, informed me of it on my arrival ; 
and obſerving that I was afflicied at the news,“ You 
are in the wrong, nephew (taid the) to be ſo much 
erieved at the loſs of an unfaithful woman, Take my 
£dvice, and hanith from your memory a perſon unwor- 
thy of poſſeſſiug a place im it.“ | 
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As my aunt was ignorant of the deceit which had 
been practiſed on Donna Helena, ſhe was in the right to 
talk in this manner, and could not have given me a more 
prudent advice; which therefore I promiſed to follow, 
or at leaſt to affect an ait of indifference, if I ſhould 
find myſelf incapable of vanquiſhing my paſſion, 1 
could not however reſiſt my curioſity, to know how this 
marriage had been made, and to be informed of the 

articulars, I teſolu'd to apply to Felicia's friend Dame 

'heodora, whom I have mentioned before. I went to 
her houle, and there by accident found Felicia, who ex- 
peCting nothing leſs than to ſee me, was confounded, 
and endeavoured to go away, that ſhe might avoid an 
explanation, which ſhe concluded I would demand, I 
ſtopt hei, taying, * Why do you fly me? is not the per- 
jured Helena fatisfied with having made a facrihce of my 
happineſs ? has ſhe forbid you to hear iny complaints ? 
or do you only want to eſcape me, that you may make 
a merit with the ungtateful woman, of having refuled 
me the hearing ?” 

„ Signior, (anſwered the waiting-woman) I freely own 
myſelf confounded at your preſence. I cannot behold 
you again, without feeling my heart torn with remorſe, 
My mittrefs has been deceived, and 1 have been an 
unfortunate accomplice in ſeducing her.” © O heaven! 
(cried I) have you the pretumption to tell me ſo ? Ex- 
plain yourſelf immediately,” Then ſhe gave me an ac- 
count of the ſtratagem which Combados had practiſed 
to rob me of Donna Helena; and perceiving that her 
detail pierced me to the very ſoul, (trove to give me 
ſome conſolation : ſhe offe:ed me her good offices with 
her miſtreſs, promiſed to difabuſe her, to paint my de- 
ſpair: ina word, to ſpare nothing to ſoften the rigout 
of my aeltiny ; in fine, the gave me hopes that aſſuaged 
my forrows a little, yy. 

] paſs over the infinite contradiction ſhe underwent, 
before ſhe could prevail upon Donna Helena to ſee me. 
This, however, the accompliſhed ; and it was concerted 
between them, that I ſhould be privately admitted into 


the houſe of Don Blas, the firtt time he ſhould go to an 


ellate, where he uſually ſpent a day or two in hunting. 
This defign was ſoon put in execution : the huſband ſet 
12 out 


into rage. I unſheathed my ſword, to ſtab myſelf be- 
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out for the country; I was informed of the occaſion, and 
one night introduced into his wiie's apartment. 
] would have begun the converſation with reproach- 


es; but my mouth was ſtopt. It is in vain to recal 
what is paſt, (faid the lady) the buſineſs here is not 


a fond recenciliation ; and you are miſtaken if you 


believe me diſpoſed to flatter your inclination; I de- 


clare to you, Don Gaſton, that my only motive for 
giving my conſent to this private interview, in con- 
equence of the preſſing inſtances Which have been 
made, is to tell you from my own mouth, that hence- 
forth you muſt ſtudy to forget me altogether. Perhaps 
I might have been better ſatisfied with my fate, had it 
been joined to yours; but ſince heaven hath otdained 
it otherwiſe, I chearfully ſubmit to its decrees.” 

„% How, Madam! (anſwered I) is it not enough that 
I have loſt you, and fee the happy. Don Blas in quiet 
poſſeſſion of the only perfon I am capable of loving! 
muſt I alſo baniſh you from my thought? You would 
deprive me of my love, and rob me of the only bleſſing 


that now remains. Ah, cruel woman! do you think 


it poſſible foi any man whom you have once charmed, 


to retrieve his heart ? Know yourſelf better, and ceaſe | 


exhorting me in vain, to chace your idea from my re- 
membrance.” © Well then, (the replied with precipi- 
tation) do you allo.ceaſe to hope that I will favour your 
love with any return. .I have but one word to ſay: the 
wife of Don Blas ſhall never be the lover ot Don Galton, 
Take your. meaſures accordingly ; fly from this place; 


and let us put a ſpeedy end to a converſation with which 


I upbraid myſelf, in ſpite of the purity of my intentions, 


and which ſhall think myſelf guilty in prolonging.” 
At theſe words, which deprived me of the leaſt glimpſe 
of hope I fell at her feet; 1 addieiſed her in the in oſt 


pathetic manner; I even employed tears to melt her: 


but all this ſerved only to excite, perhaps, lome ſenti- 


ments of pity, which ſhe was caretul of concealing, 
and which were ſacrificed to her duty. After having 
to no purpoſe exhauſted all my moving exprefiions, by 
prayers and tears; my tenderneſs changed of a ſudden 


fore 
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ſoresthe eyes of the inexorable Helena; who no ſooner. 


perceiv'd my intention, than ſhe threw herſelf upon me 
to prevent the conſequence. Hold, Cogollos, (faid ſhe) 


is it thus you conſulr my reputation? In depriving your- 


ſelf of life, you are going to load me with diſhonour, 
and make my huſband paſs for an aſſaſſin.“ 

| was fo poſſeſſed with deſpair, that far from yielding 
to theſe words the attention which they deſerved, my 
whole endeavour was to baffle the efforts of the miſtreſs - 
and her maid, to ſave me from my own fatal deſign ; 
and, without doubt, I ſhould have ſucceeded but too 
ſoon, if Don Blas, who having been appriſed of our 
ja 2rview, inſtead of going to the country, had concealed , 
hi aſelf behind the tapeiiry, to overhear our convetſa- 
ton, had not come and joined us with all expedition. 
« Don Galton, (cricd he, holding my arms) recal your 
ſcattered reaſon; and do not baſely yield to the fury 
that tranſports you.” 

„ls it your buſineſs (ſaid I, interrupting Don Blas) 
to difſeade me from my defign? You ought, rather with 


your own hand to plurge a poignard in my boſom. 


You are injured by my pailion, unfortunate as it is. Is 
it not enough that you turprize. me at night, in your 
wife's 2partment ? Is there more required to rouſe your 
revenge ? Stab me at once, and rid yourſelf of a man 
who cannot ceaſe adoring Donna Helena, until he 


ceaſes to live.” © In vain (anſwered Don Blas) you en- 


ceavour to intereſt my honous ſo far, as to give you 
death: you are ſufficiently puniſhed by your rathneſs ; 
2nd I am fo well pleaſed with the virtuous ſentiments 
of my wife, tha" 33 the occaſion which the took 
to ſhew them. Take my advice, Cogollos, (added he) 
do not deſpairlike a weak lover, but 7 
with courage.” . | 

'The prudent Galician, by ſuch diſcourſe, calmed my 
rage a little, and waked my virtue: I retired with the 
deſign of removing tar from Helena, and the place that 
ſhe inhabited; and in to days returned to Madtid, where 
reſolving to employ myſelf wholly in making my for- 
tune, I appeared at court, and there began to make 
friends: but J was ſo unlucky, as to attach myſelt in 
particular to the Marquis of Villareal, a Portugueze no- 
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bleman, who being ſuſpected of a deſign to deliver Por- 
tugal from the dominion of Spain, was impriſoned in 
the caſtle of Alicant, where he now remains. As the 
duke of Lerma knew that an intimacy ſubſiſted between 
that nobleman and me, he cauſed me to be arreſted alſo, 
and conducted to this place : that miniſter believes, that 
I am capable of being an accomplice in ſuch a che ne; 
and he could not have committed a greater outrage 
upon a noble Caſtilian. 

Here Don Gaſton left off ſpeaking ; and 1 to conſole 
him, faid, ** Signior Cavalier, cou? ee. can receive 
no ſtain from this diſgrace, which will, doubtlets, in the 
end, turn to your advantage. When the duke of ler- 
ma ſhall be convinced of your innocence, he will cer- 
tainly beſtow upon you a conſiderable employment, in 
order to re-eſtabliſh the reputation of a gentleman un- 
juſtly accuſed of treaſon.” 


CHAP. VII. Scipio finds Gil Blas in the tower of 


Segovia, and tells him a great deal of news. 


UR converſation was interrupted by Tordeſillas, 
who coming into the chamber, addrefſed hinielf 

to me in theſe terms. Signior Gil Blas, 1 have been 
ſpeaking to a Ar man who preſented himſelf, at the 
priſon-gate, and aſked if you was not in confinement | 
here. When I refuſed to ſatisfy his curioſity, he ſeemed 


very much mortified.” “ Noble captain (ſaid he, with 


tears in his eyes) don't reject the humble requeſt I make, 
to know if Signior de Santillane is in this place. Iam 
his chief domeſtick, and you will do a charitable action, 


in allowing me to ſee him. You are looked upon in 


Segovia, as a gentleman of great humanity ; and I hope 


you will not refule me the favour of converſing a mo- 


ment with my dear maſter, who is not ſo guilty as un- 


fortunate.” In ſhort, (continued Don Andrea) the 


young man expreſſed tuch a deſire of ſeeing you, that 
have promiſed to give him that ſatisfaction at night.“ 
I aſſuied Tordeſillas, that he could not do me a 
greater pleaſure than to admit that young man, who, 
probably, had ſomething to communicate, which it im- 
ported me very much to know, I waited with impa- 
| | | eence 
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tience for the moment that was to offer my faithful 
Scipio to my eyes; for 1 did not doubt that it was he; 
and I was not miſtaken, He was inttoduced into the 
tower in the evening; and his joy, which mine alone 
could.cqual, bioke forth in extraordinary tianſpoits, 
when he ſaw me. For my part, I was ſo much overjoyed: 
at fight of him, that IJ held out my arms, and he hugged 
me in his, without ceremony: the diſtindion between 
maſter and ſecretary were loſt in this embrace; ſo glad 

were they to ſee one another. | | 
When we were a littie diſengaged, I interrogated 
Scipio about the condition in which he left my houſe. 
« You have no houſe, (he replied) and, to ſpare you the 
trouble of aſking unneceſſary queltions, I will tell you, 
ia two words, what paſſed at home. Your effedts were 
pillaged, as well by the ſoldiers, as by your own ſer- 
vants who looking upon you as a Joſt man, paid them- 
ſelves their own wages with what they could carry off. 
Luckily for you, I had the addreſs to fave from their 
talons two large bags of double piſtoles, which I took 
out of your ſtrong box, and ſecured, by putting them 
into the cuſtody of Salero, who will te-deliver thei as 
ſoon as you ſhall be releaſed from this tower, where I 
belie ve you will not be long boarded at his Majeſty's 
expence; becauſe you was apprehended without the 
knowledge of the Duke of Lerma. ?? 5 
] aſked how he came to know that his excellency _ 
had no hand in my misfortune. 4 O ! as for that, (ſaid 
he) I took cate to be well informed: a friend of mine, 
who enjoys the confidence of the duke d'Uzeda, told me 
all the particulars of your impriſonment.” © Calderona. 
(faid he) having diſcovered, by the officiouſneſs of a 
valet, that Signiora Sirena, under another name, re- 
ceived the prince of Spain in the night time ; and that 
this intrigue was conducted by the Count de Lemos, 
with the afliſtance of Signior de Santillane, reſolved to 
be revenged on them as well as upon his miſtreſs. With 
this view he went privately to the Duke d'Uzeda, and 
diſcovered the whole affair. The duke, raviſhed at 
having in his hand ſuch a fair opportunity of ruining his 
enemy, did not fail to uſe it: he informed the king of 
what he had heard, and repreſented to him with great 
| I 4 | "meal 
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zeal the perils to which the prince had been expoſed. 
This piece of news rouſed the indignation of his V1. 


jeſty, who immediately ordered Sirena to be ſhut up in 


the houſe of correQion, baniſhed the count de Lemos 
and condemned Gil Blas to perpetual impriſonment,” 
This (added Scipio) is what my friend told me; by 
which you ſee that your misfortune is the work of the 
Duked'Uzeda, or rather of Calderona.” 

From this information, I imagined that my allairs 
might be retrieved in time ; that the Duke of Lerna, 
piqued at his nephew's exile, would exert himſelf to 


have that nobleman recalled to court: and I flattered 


myſelf, that I ſhould not be forgotten by his excellency. 
What a fine thing hope is! It conſoled me all of a ſud- 
den for the loſs of my effects, which had been ſtolen; 
and made me as merry as if I had cauſe to be ſo. Far 
from regarding my priſon as an unhappy abode, where 
I ſhould perhaps end my days, it appeared rather as the 
means that fortune had uſed to raile me to ſome great 
poſt : for I reaſoned with mytelf in this mannner , the 


partizans for the prime-miniiter are Don Fernando Bor- 


gia, Father Jerome of Florence, and, in particular, Bro- 
ther Lewis d'Aliaga, who owes to his intereſt the place 
he at preſent poſſeſſes at court. With the aſſiſtance of 
theſe powerful friends, his excellency will demoliſh all 
his foes; or perhaps the ſtate will ſoon alter its appear- 
ance : his Majeſty is very ſickly; and as ſoon as he ſha! 
be no more, the prince his fon will begin his reign by 
recalling the Count de Lemos, who will immediately 
releaſe me from this place, and preſent me to the new 


monarch, who will load me with favours. Thus, al- 


ready elevated with future pleaſures, I ſcarce felt my 
dee misſottune: but I believe the two bags of doub- 
oons, which my ſecretary told me he had depoſited 
with the goldſmith, contributed, as much as this hope, 

to the ſudden change of my diſpoſition. 
was too well ſatisfied with the zeal and integrity of 
Scipio, to be ſilent on that ſubject: I offered him the 
half of the money which he had preſerved from the 
Pillage ; but this he refuſed: expect (ſaid he) ano- 
ther mark of acknowledgment.” As much ſurpriſed at 
his diicourſe as at his retuſal, I aſked what ! a 
| | or 
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for him. „Don't let us part (anſwered he) allow me 
to attach my fortune to yours : I have a friendſhip for 
you which [ never ſelt for any other maſter.” “ And [ 
can aſſure thee child, (ſaid 1) there is no love loſt; the 
very firſt moment thou cameſt to offer thy ſervice, | was 


_ pleaſed with thy appearance: we mult have been born 


under the Balance, or Gemini, which are faid to be the 
two conſtellations that unite the friendſhip of men. | 
willingly accept the fociety thou haſt propoſed ; and will 


begin it, by entreating the keeper to ſhut thee up with me 


in this tywer, “ Nothing can give me more pleaſure, 
(cried he) you anticipate my deſire. I] was juſt going to 
conjuſe you to aſk that favour of him: your company is 
dearer to me than liberty itſelf: I will only ſometimes go 
to Madrid on the ſcout, and ſee it ſome change may not 
have happened at court which can be favourable to you: 
ſo that in me you will enjoy at once a conhdent, courier 


and ſpy. r 


'Fheſe advantages were too conſiderable to be rejected. 
| thereſore kept along with me a perſon fo uſeful, with 
the permiſſion of the obliging keeper, who could not re- 


: tute me ſuch an agreeable conſolation. 


CHAP. VIII. The motives and ſucceſs of Scipio firft 


journey to Madrid, Gil Blas falls fick : the conſequence 


of his diſtemper. 


* it be uſually obſerved, that we have no greater 
enemies than our domeſticks; it mult likewiſe be 
owned, that when they happen to be faithful and affec- 
tionate, they are our belt friends. Aſter the zeal that 
Scipio had manifeſted, I could not look upon him but as 
another ſelf, There was, therefore, no inore ſubordina- 
tion between Gil Blas and his ſecretary ; no more cere- 
mony : they lodged together in the ſame room, uſing the 
fame table and bed. : 

There was a great deal of gaiety in Scipio's converſa- 
tion; he might have been julily firnamed the 3 
moured lad : beſides, he had a good head, and I profited 


by his advice. Friend, (ſaid Ito him one day) me- 
thinks it would be no bad ſcheme for me to write to the 
Duke of Lerma, this could produce no bad effect: 

. What 
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What is thy opinion of the matter?“ “ Ves; but (an- 
ſwered he, the great are ſodifferent from themſelves, at 
different times, that I don't know how your letter will 
be received: nevertheleſs, I am of opinion, that you 
ſhould write in the mean time. Although the mini- 
fler loves you, you mult not truſt to his friendſhip, 
for being remembered by him: this kind of pa- 
trons eaſily forget thoſe who are out of fight or 
hearing.” 

Although this was but too true, I replied; “I 
judge more favourably of my patron, to whoſe kindneſs 
for me am no ſtranger: I am perſuaced, that he pities 
my affliction, which inceſſantly preſents itſelf to his 
mind: he, probably, waits until the king's wrath ſhall 
ſubſide, before he takes me out of priſon.” In good 
time, (he reſumed) I wiſh your opinion of his excellency 
may be right: Implore his aſſiſtance then by a very mov- 
ing letter, which I will carry to him; and I promile to 
deliver it into his own hand.“ | 

I immediately called for paper and ink, and compoſed 
a morſel of eloquence, which Scipio thought very pa- 
thetic, and Tordeſillas preferred even to the homilies of 
the archbiſhop of Grenada. 

I flattered myſelf, that the Duke of Lerma would be 
moved with compaſſion, in reading the melancholy ac- 
count which I] gave him, of the miſerable condition in 
which ] was not; and in that confidence diſpatched my 
courier; Who no ſooner arrived at Madrid, than he 
went to the miniſter's houſe, and met a valet de chambre 
of my acquaintance, who procured for him an oppor- 


tunity of ſpeaking to the duke. My lord, (faid Sci- 


F io, preſenting to his excelleney the paquet with which 
he was intruſted) one of your moſt faithful ſervants, 
ſtretched upon firaw, in a diſmal dungeon of the tower 
of Segovia, moſt humbly intreats your grace to read this 
letter, which a turnkey, out of pity, gave him liberty 
and means to write.“ The miniſter opened, and peruſed 
the letter: but although he beheld in ita pifture capable 
of melting the moſt obdurate ſoul ; far from ſeeming at- 
fected at my diſtreſs, he raiſed his voice, and, in the 
hearing of ſeveral perſons preſent, ſaid to the courier, 
with a furious air; Friend, tell Santillane, that To 
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has a great deal of aſſurance to addreſs himſelf to me, 
after the unworthy action he has committygd, and for 
which he is ſo juſtly chaſtiſed. He is a rota who. 
muſt not depend upon my protection for I abandon 
him to the reſeptment of the king.“ | 

Scipio, in fpite of all his eff;ontery, was diſconcerted. 
at this diſcourſe ; but, notwithſtanding his confuſion, 
endeavoured to intercede for me. My lord, (he re- 
ſumed) the poor priſoner will die of grief, when he 
hears the anſwer of your excellency.” The duke made 
no reply to my mediator, but by a ſtern look, and turn- 
ed his back upon him. It was thus the miniſter treated 
me, the better toconceal the part he had in the amorous- 
intrigue of the Prince of Spain: and this ought to be a 
warning to all little agents, whom noblemen uſe in their. 
fecret and dangerous negotiations, | 

When my ſecretary returned to Segovia, and made me 
acquainted with the ſucceſs of his commithon, I was re- 
plunged into the dire abyſs of deſpondency, in which I. 
found myſelf the firſt day of my impriſonment. I thought: 
myſelf even ſtill more unhappy, ſince I had now no rea» 
ſon to expect the protection of the Duke of Lerma. My. 
courage nk apace, and notwithſtanding all that they- 
could ſay to raiſe it again, I became a prey to the moſt 
keen ſorrow, which threw me, by decrees, into a moſt. 
violent fever. | 

Mr. Keeper, who intereſted himſelf in my preſerva- 
tion, imagining that he could not do better than call 
phyſicians to my aſſiſtance, brought two to viſit me, 
who, by their appearance, ſeemed zealous miniſters of 
the goddeſs Libitina ®. ** Signior Gil Blas, (faid he) 
preſenting them to me, here are two Hippocrates's come 
to ſee you, they will ſet you a foot again in a little time.“ 
I was ſo much prejudiced againſt ali manner of phyſi- 
_ cians, that I ſhould have certainly given them a very 
bad reception, had I been in the leaſt deſirous of liv- 
ing; but at that time I felt myſelf ſo much tized of 
ite, that 1 was glad Tordeſillas had put me into theic 
nds. „ 5 


* The goddeſs who preſides over funerals, 


„ Signior 
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«« Signior Cavalier, (ſaid one of theſe doctors to me) 
in the firſt place, you muſt repoſe an entire confidence 
in our ſkill,” “ | have a moſt pet fect dependence on it, 
(anſwered I : with your afliitance, Jam very fure that, 
in a few days, I ſhall be cared of all my diſtempers“ 
Ves, (be replied) with God's help, you ſhall. At 
leaſt, we wil! do our endeavour for that purpoſe.” 
Theſe gentlemen actually behaved to a miracle, and put 
me into ſuch a good way, that I was vilibly poſting to 
the other world. Don Andiea deſpaiting of my reco- 
very, had alteady ſent fora Franciſcan friar, to prepare 
ine for my end. The good father having done his duty, 
hed already retired ; and I myſelf believing that my laſt 
hour approached, beckoned Scipio to the bedfide. © Aly 
dear friend, (ſaid ] to him, with a faint vcice, fo much 
was Jenfeebled by the medicines I had taken, and the 
bieedings I had undergone) I leave to thee one of the 


bags which are at Gabriel's houſe, and conjure thee to 


carry the other into the Alturias, to my father and mo- 
ther, who muſt have great occafion ſor it, if they be {lil 
alive. But, alas! I fear they could not bear up a- 
gain!t my ingratitude: the report which, doubtlels, 
Mu ſcada made tothem of my hard -heartednels, has, per- 
haps, occafioned their death. If heaven hath preſerved 
them, in ſpite of the indifference with which I requited 
their afſection, give them the bag of doubloons, and beg 
them, from me, to pardon my unnatural behaviour. lt 
they ate no more, I charge thee to employ the money, 
in cauſing prayers to be put up for the repoſe of their 
ſouls and mine.“ So ſaying, I ſtretched out my hand, 
which he hathed with his tears, without being able to 
anſwer one word; ſo much was the poor young man 

alſiQed at the proſpect of loſing me. This proves 
that the ears of an heir ate not aiwa the tears of joy 
diſguiſed. $4 | 

| lay thus, in expectation of my exit: but I was 
baulked. My doGors having abandoned me, left the 
held free to nature. | was ſaved by their defertion. 
The ſever, which, according to their prognoſlic, was 


to caity me ot}, quitted me immediately, as if it intend- 


ed to give them the lye. I recovered gradualty, and by 
the greateſt good luck in the world, a perſeR tranquillity 
; of 
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of mind was the fruit of my diſeaſe. I then had no 
need of conſolation: I entertained for riches and ho- 
nours all the contempt which the opinion of approach- 
ing death had wade me conceive : and now reſtored, as 
it were, to myſelf, bleſſed my misfortune. I thanked 
heaven for it, as for a particular favour, and firmly re- 
ſolved never to return to court, even if the Duke of 
Lerma ſhould recal me. I propoſed, rather, if ever I 
ſhould be releaſed, to purchale a cottage, and live in it 
like a philoſpher. . 

My confident approved of my deſign, and told me, 
that, in order to haſten the execution of it, he intended 
to go and ſollicit my enlargement at Madrid. 'T here 
is a thing come iu to my head, (added he) I know a per- 
fon who can ſerve you. She is the favourite Waiting— 
woman of the Prince's nurſe, and a git of underſtagd- 
ing. I will make her apply to her miſtreſs in your be- 
half; and willattempt every ting to get you out of this 
tower, which is ſtill a priſon, notwithſtanding the good 
treatment you receive in it.” «© Thou art in the right, 
(anſwered I ;) go, my friend, and begin this negotiation, 
without loſs ot time. Would to heaven we were al- 
ready in our retreat!“ 


CHAP. IX. Scipio returns to Madrid, and procures 
the enlargement of Gil Blas, on certain conditions, 
IWhat courſe they fleer together, when they leave the 
tarver of Segovia, and the converſation that paſſes be- 
tween them, 


CIPIO ſet out once more for Madrid; and TI, 
in expeQation of his return, applied myſelf to 
reading, being furniſhed with more books than I wanted, 
by Tordeſillas who borrowed them from an old com- 
mander that could not read, though he had a fine li- 
brary, to maintain the app=arance of a literati. ] loved, 
in particular, good works of morality, becauſe J found 
in them, every moment, paſlages that flattered my aver- 
hon for the court, and my inclination for ſolitude. 
| ſpent three weeks, without hearing a ſyllable of my 
agent, who at length returned, and ſa id to me with a 
gay air,“ This time, Signior de Santillane, I bring good - 
ne WS 
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news; Madam the nurſe intereſts herſelf in your behalf, 
Hes maid, at my intreaty, in conſideration of an hundied 
pi foles that | have conſigned to her, has been ſo gene- 
rous as to engage her to beg your releaſe of the Prince of 


Spain; and that prince, who, as I have already oblerved, 


can retule her nothing, has promiſed to aſk it of the 
King his father. I aw come hither in a hurry, to ap- 
prize you of it, and thall return immediately, to put the 
finiſhing ftioke to the work.” So laying, he.left me, and, 
went back to court. | | 

His thid trip was not of long duration. In eight days. 
my man returned, and told me, that the Piince had, 
not without difficulty, obtained my releaſe. This piece 
of information was confirmed the ſame day by Mr. Keep- 
er, who embraced me, ſaying, My dear Gil Blas, 
thank heaven! you are free! the gates of this priſon 
are open to you; but upon two conditions, which, per- 
haps, will give you a great deal of pain, and which 
I am obliged to inform you of, though not without ie- 
gret. His Majeſty forbids you to appear at court, and 
orders you to quit the Kingdom of Caſtile, in a month, 
I am very much mortified that you are prohibited from 


going to. court.” © And I am overjoyed at it, (I re- 


plied:) God knows what my opinion of it is. I ex- 
_ pected but one favour from the King, and I have te- 
ceived two.” | | 


Being aſſured that I was no longer priſoner, I hired: 


two mules, which my confident and I mounted next 
day, after having bid adieu to Cogollos, and returned a 
thouſand thanks to Tordefillas, for all the marks of 
friendſhip I had received at his hands. We ſet out mer- 
rily for Madrid, to retrieve, fiom the hands of Stgnior 
Gabrial, our two bags, in each of which were hve 
hundred doubleons. My aſſociate ſaid to ine by the way, 


If we are not rich enough to buy a magnificent eſtate, 


we can, at leaſt, purchaſe a commodious one.” ** 50 
we had but a hut, (anſwered I) I ſhould be ſatisfied with 


my condition: for, though I am ſcarce in the middle of 
my career, I-feel myſelf quite detached from the world, 


and intend, for the future, to live tor myſelf only. Be- 


ſides, I muſt tell thee, I have formed an enchanting idea 


of a country liie, the pleaſures of which I enjoy by an- 
ticipation. 
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ticipation, Methinks I already behold the enamelled 
meads, hear the nightingales ſing, and the brooks mur- 
mur. Sometimes I divert myſelf in hunting and ſome- 
times in fiſhing. Imagine to thyſelf, my friend, all the 
different pleaſures that await us in ſolitude, and thou 
wilt be as much charmed with itas Iam. With regard 
to eating, the moſt ſimple nouriſhment is the beſt. A 
morſel of bread may ſatisty us when we are hungry, and 
the appetite with which we eat it, will make us think it 
excellent food. The pleaſure does not conſiſt in the 
quality of exquiſite dithes, but centers wholly in our- 
ſelves; and this is to true, that the molt delic ous o my 
meals are not thoſe in which the greateſt delicacy and a- 
bundance reign. Frugality is a fource of delights, and 
wonderſully conducive to health. 

„ By your leave, (Signior Gil Blas, ſaid my ſecretary, 
interrupting me) I am not altogether of your opinion, 
with regaid to the pretended trugality you praiſe ſo 
much. Why thould we live like Diogenes? if we in- 
dulge our appetites a little, we ſhall not find ourſelves a 
bit the worſe for it. "Take my advice, and ſince we 
have, thank God, wherewithal to render our retreat a- 
greeable, let us not make it the habitation of hunger and 
poverty. As ſoon as we ſhall have got poſſeſſion of our 
land, we muſt fortify our houſe with good wines, and all 
other proviſions ſuitable to people of taſte, who do not 
quit the commerce of mankind, with a view of renoun- 
cing the conveniencies of life ; but rather to enjoy them 
with more tranquillity. + That which a man has in his 
« houſe (ſays Heſiod) never hurts him; whereas, that 
„which he has not, may. It is better (adds the ſame 
author) for a man to have all things neceſſary in his 
« poſſeſſion, than in his with only.” 


„How the devil! Mr. Scipio, (cried I) come you to 


know the Greek poets? Ha ! where did you pick up 
acquaintance with Heſiod?“ e In the houſe of a learned. 
man, he applied.) I ferved a pedant at Salamanca ſome 
time, He was a great commentator, and would toſs 
you up a large volume in a twinkling, compoſedof He- 
brew, Greek and Latin quotations, taken from books in. 
his library, and tranſlated into the Caſtilian tongue. As 
was his amanuenſis, I retained in my memory a great 

| number. 
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number of ſentences, as remarkable as that which I te- 
peated,” If that be the caſe, (ſaid I) your memory. 
is well garniſhed. But to return to our ſcheme, in what 
kingdom ot Spain do you think we ſhould ettabliſh our 


philoſophical reſidence?” „ | vote for Arragon, (te- 


plied my confident) we will there find charming ſpots, 
where we may lead a delicious life.” + Well, ((aid) 
be it ſo. Let us fix in Arragon. I conſent to the pro- 
poſal; and I with we may there find a place of abode, 
that will afford all thoſe pleaſures, with which I feaſt 
my imagination.“ 


CHAP X. Their behaviour at Madrid. Gil Blas 


meets a certain perſon in the ſtreet. The conſequence 
of that meeting. | 


H EN we arrived at Madrid, we alighted at a 
ſinall houſe, where Scipio had lodged in his ex- 


peditions ; and the firit thing we did, was to repair to 


valero, in order to retrieve our doubloons. He gave us 
a very civil reception, and expreſſed a good deal of joy 
in ſeeing me at liberty. © I proteſt to vou, (ſaid he) | 


was ſo much afleded with your misfortune, that con- 


ceived a diſguſt at all alliances with courtiers, their for- 
tunes are fo uncertain, and therefore gave my daughter 
Gabriela in marriage to a wealthy merchant.” © You 
were in the right, (anſwered I:) for beſides, that this 


match is more lolid, a citizen, who mariies his daugh- 


ter to a man of quality, has not always reaſon to be 
ſatisſied with monſieur his ſon-in-law.” 

Then ſhitfing the ſubject, and coming to the purpoſe 
« Siznior Gabriel, (added I) be fo good, if you pleaſe 
as to deliver the two thouſand piſtoles, which“ 
© Your money is ready for you,” (faid the goldſmith, 


interrupting me,) and conducting us into his cloſet, 


ſhewed us the two bags, with notes upon them, con- 


raining thele words: * "Theſe bags of doubloons 


« belong to Signior Gil Blas de Santilane.” „ There 
they are, (ſaid ne) juſt as they were committed to my 
care.” ey _ i 

I chanked Salero for the ſervice he had done me; and 
very well conſoled for the loſs of his daughter, carried 


the. 
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the bags home, where we began to examine our double 
piſtoles. The tale was juſt, after having decuQed a- 
bout fifty, which had been employed to procure my en- 
largement. Our ſole ſtudy now, was to put ourſelves in 
a condition to depart for Artagon. My ſecietary under- 
took to buy a chaiſe and two mules, and I provided 
ourſelves with cloaths and linen, While | was going 
ſrom one place to another in the ſtreets, bargaining for 
what I wanted, I met Baron Steinbach, that officer of 
the German guards, in whoſe houſe Don Alphonſo had 
been brought up. 

I atured that cavalier, who knowing me alſo, came 
and embraced me with great affection. “ I am ex- 
tremely glad (ſaid I to him) to ſee your lordſhip in ſuch 
good health, and to find at the fame time an opportunity 
of hearing of Don Cæſar and Don Alphonſo de Leyva.“ 
can give you a certain account of them both, (an- 
ſwered he) for they ae now actually at Madrid, and 
lodge in my houſe. About three months ago they came 
to town to thank his Majeity for a poſt which Don Al- 
phonſo has received, in conlideration of the ſeivices 
which his anceitors had done the ſtate. He is made 
governor of the city of Valencia, without having aſked 
the place, or even defired any body to ſolicit tor him. 
Nothing can be more generous : and this ſhe ws that our 
monarch delights in 1ecoinpenſing vyalour.” | 

Though I kuew much better than the Baron de Stein- 
bach what the true motive was, I did not ſeem to know 
any thing of the matter; but expteſſed ſuch a vehement 
deſiie to ſalute my old ma{'ters, that, in oder to ſatisfy 
me, he cairied me home with him immediately. I] was 
curious to try Don Alphonlo, and judge, by the recep- 
tion I thould meet with from him, whether or no he had 
any remains of affection for me. I found him in a hall, 
playing at cheſs with the baroneſs ; and as ſoon as he 
perceived me, he quitted the yam, got up, and adyan- 

ed my head within 


his arms, faying, with marks of real joy, “ Santillane, 
havel found you again]! Iam overjoyed at meeting with 
You ! it was not my fault that ever we parted : tor, I de- 
fired you, if you remember, not to leave the caſtle of 
Levya. You had no regard to my requelt ; bur I 2 

ar 
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far from being angry with you on that account. I am 
even beholden to you, for the motive of your retreat, 
But, ſince that time, you ought to have let me hear from 
you, and ſpared me the trouble of ſending in vain, to 
find you at Grenada, where Don Fernando, my brother- 
in-law wrote me you was,” ks ' 

After this gentle reproach, he continued, © Tell me 
what your buſinets is at Madrid. You have, I ſuppoſe, 
ſome employment here. Be aſſured that I ſhare as much 
as ever in what concerns you,” © Signior, (anſwered]) 
ſomething leſs than fout months ago, I filled a pretty 
conſiderable poſt at court; having had the honour to be 
ſecretary and confident to the Duke of Lerma. * Is it 
pollible! (cried Don Alphonſo, with extreme aſtoniſh- 
ment) what! was you in the confidence of the prime- 
miniſter?” I gained his favour, (ſaid I) and loſt it in 
the manner you ſhall hear.” I then recounted the whole 
ſtory, and ended my narration with the reſolution [ had 
taken, to buy with the lender remains of my paſt proſ- 
perity, a cottage, in which I propoled to lead a retired 
life. Ihe ſon of Don Czfar having liitened very atten- 
tively, replied, My dear Gil Blas, you know | always 
loved you. You ſhall be the ſport of fortune no more, 
Iwill deliver you trom her power, by making you maiter 
of an eſtate, which ſhe cannot depiive you of. Since 
you delign to live in the country, I bettow upon you a 
ſmall fam, which we have hard by Lirias, about four 
leagues from Valencia, You know the place, and it is 
a preſent which we are in a condition of mak ing, with- 
out incomnioding ourſelves in the leaſt. I dase anſwer 
for my father's conſent, and know that it will give great 
pleatuie to Seraphina.“ OR ET 

I threw nivſelt at the feet of Don Alphonſo, who im- 


mediately raiſed me up. I kiffed his hand, and more. 


chaimed with the goodnels of bis heart, than with tie 
value of his tavour, ** Signior, (ſaid 1) your beha; i ut 
enchants me. The preſent which you make, is the niore 
agieeable, as it precedes the knowlevge of a piece ot ſer- 
vice Which I did you: and 1 would rather owe it to your 


generolity than to your acknowledgment.” My gover-. 


not was alittle ſm pritedat my vitcourſe, and did n t fail 
to all: what this pretended ſervice was. I told him; and 
: the 
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the information redoubled his ſurprize. He, as well as 
the Baron de Steinbach, was fai from thing ing that the 
government of the city of Valencia, had been beſtowed 
upon him by my intere!t, Nevertheleſs, as he could not 
doubt my veracity ; -** Gil Blas, (laid he) ſince I owe 
my poſt to you, I don't intend to confine my gratuity to 
the little farm of Lirias, I will give you along with it 
to thouſand-ducats yea: ly.” | 

Halt there, Signior Alphonſo, (ſaid I, interrrupting 
him) don't awake my avarice. T have too well expe- 
rienced, that riches ſerve only to corrupt my morals. I 
accept, with all my heart, your farm of Lirias, where I 
will Jive comfortably, with the money which I have al- 
ready in my poſſeſſion, But that is ſufficient ; and far 
from defiring more, I would rather conſent to loſe the 
ſupe: fluity of what I poſſeis. Riches are a burden to 
one in retirement, who ſeeks only ro enjoy quiet.” | 

While we converſed in this manner, Don Cæſar 
coming in, expiefſed as much joy at ſecing me, as his 
ſon had done before; and when he under ſtood the obli- 
gation which his family lay under to me, he preſſed me 
to accept the annuity, which TI again refuſed, In ſhort, 
the father and fon carried me inſtantly to a notary's houſe, 
where they cauſed « deed of gift to be made out, and 
ſigned it with more pleaſure, than they would have felt 
in ſigning a deed to their own advantage. When it was 
executed, they put it into my hand, ſaying, The farm 
of Lirias was no longer theits, and that I might go and 
take poſſeſſion of it, when | would. They then went 
back to the houſe of Baron de Steinbach, and I flew to 
our lodgings, where my ſecitetary was raviſhed with ad- 
miration, when I informed him, that we had an eſtate 
in the kingdom of Valencia, and recounted in what 
manner I had made this acquiſition. ** How much 
(aid he) may this ſmall domain be worth?“ “ Five 
huncred ducats per annum, (I replied) and I can allure 
thee, it is a lovely ſolitude, which I know perfectly well, 
having been there ſeveral times, in quality of ſteward to 
the lords of Levya. It is a ſmall houle on the borders 
of the Guadalaviar, in a hamlet of five or fix houles, 
and in the midſt of a charming count: y.” 

« What pleaſes me (till more im it, (cried Scipio) is, 

| | that 
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that we ſhall have fine veniſon, with wine of Benicarlo, 
and excellent muſcadine. Come, maſter, let us make 
halle to quit the world, and gain our hermitage.” «] 
long as much as thou doeſt to be there, (I repliec) but! 
mult firſt make a tour to the Aſturias. My patents ate 
there in no very agreeable ſituation; and I intend to con- 
duct them to Lirias, where they will paſs the remainder 
of their days in quiet. Heaven, perhaps, has granted 
me this aſylum, on purpoſe to receive them, and would 
puniſh me, if I failed in my duty.” Scipio approved 
very much of my defign, and even excited me to put it 
in execution. Let us loſe no time, (ſaid he) I have 
already ſecured a chaiſe, let us buy mules immediately, 
and ſet out for Oviedo.“ Yes, my friend, (I replied) 
let us depart as ſoon as we can. | think it wy indiſpen- 
ſible duty, to ſhare the ſweets of my retirement with the 
authors of my being. Our journey will not be long, 
We ſhall ſoon ſee ourſelves ſettled in our hamlet, where, 
when I arrive, I will write over the door of my houſe, 
thele two Latin verſes, in letters of gold : 


Inveni portum. Spes & fortuna valete. 
Sat me luſiſtis, ludite nunc alios. 


The End of the TRIRD Voruus. 
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